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BRGS Break Guinness Netball Record!

Reported by Joseph Holdsworth – Miller

BRGS is celebrating as they have broken the world record for the longest continuous netball match ever. The squad of 20 girls from a variety of different years managed to play for over 55 hours. It was an amazing feat and they should be proud of themselves.


Lots of people came to support the netballers including teachers, parents and pupils. Some came to provide medical support and also be witnesses to the event, whereas others just came to encourage.

As well as supporting the players, pupils also raised money for two charities, Cystic Fibrosis and Breakthrough Breast Cancer, which are really good charities.

The event took place at Bacup and Rawtenstall Grammar School in Waterfoot in the school sports hall from the 29th to the 31st of March. It lasted for 55 hours, 20 minutes, starting on the noon of the Thursday till Saturday evening.

The reason for this amazing activity is so that BRGS could hold a world record. This is a great achievement, as most people cannot play netball at all let alone play for 55 hours.

 
All this is well and good but what did the netballers actually have to do? Well in a netball marathon, or
continuous match, players are allowed only 5 minutes rest for every hour of play. Instead of using this every hour for five minute breaks, the girls saved up and every 10 hours they had a 50 minute break. This was good thinking because 5 minute breaks would have been very limiting. Only seven players played at once for each team so there were three players off pitch. However, every thirty minutes a substitute came on so no one got that much rest. When not playing the players rested and tried to sleep in a room adjacent to the sports hall. This room was equipped with sleeping bags. The substitutes could also have toilet and shower breaks which could not last longer than 5 minutes.

All that can be said is a great well done to the twenty girls, they should be really proud of themselves. A hope this is just one of many world records being broken by the school so good luck!
