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BRGS THROW A NEW WORLD RECORD !








Netball Guinness World  Record Attempt





Written By Cora Freeman





Twenty netballers from Bacup and Rawtenstall Grammar School, Glen Road, aged fouteen to eighteen, played netball for fifty five hours and twenty minutes to beat the Guinness World Record of fifty five hours. This is equivalent to more than forty back-to-back games of netball.


The world record was held in the BRGS gymnasium (sports hall). They started their world record attempt at noon on Thursday twenty ninth of March and finished at twenty past seven in the evening, on Saturday the thirty first of March. There were twenty one girls involved, all from years ten to thirteen.


Mr Morris thought that it would be a great acheivment for the school to break a Guinness World Record and at the same time raise money for The Cystric Fybrois Trust and Breast Cancer. 


Many people sponsored the girls for playing netball for fifty five hours and twenty minutes.


Other activities also helped raise money for the charities. Children in lower years of the school in the netball teams mainly organised these events, such as guessing the final score at the end of the game for one pound and the person with the closest guess won a prize.








The final score was two thousand two hundred and seventeen goals for the Breast Cancer team, to one thousand nine hundred and ninety nine goals by the Cystic Fibrosis Trust team.  


There was also a competition between forms in each year. The form with the highest amount of sponsor money in each year could help and support the netballers by helping organise things to happen whilst the netballers were still playing. Entertainment, like the band who came to play music, helped to keep the netballers going.


Nearly sixty independent witnesses, twenty eight medical staff, over twenty umpires and fellow students and staff providing food and support were needed for the event to take place.


 The previous record holder was Capital Nuns Netball Club who managed fifty five hours.


The top scorer was Abi Hughes, team captain for the Breast Cancer side, who scored 351 goals.


A few reports of the event were shown on ITV/Granada who came to film sections of it.


As well as this, BBC Radio Lancashire also did a report on the World Record Attempt.


Mr Morris, the headmaster said,  “They battled through pain tears and exhaustion to create a new world record. The quality of their netball during the last few challenging hours was nothing short of phenomenal.I could not be more proud of the girls!”

















Hannah, one of the netballers involved said, “ We`re all looking forward to it and I think we`ll do it since we have been praticing from before Christmas. ”


Jessica, another netballer involved, added, “ I think the worst bit will be when we get to twenty five hours and we`ll know that we`ve only done just under half way.”


The netballers succesfully achieved their well deserved world  record!





The girls celebrating after completing the world record -Anne Kelly screams for delight!





The girls with Mr Morris ,the headmaster and head of PE, Mrs Smith, before the World Record started.








