
BRGS Year 7 Geography 
Assessment Criteria 

Throughout year 7 pupils will study: 
Map skills: 4 & 6 figure grid references, symbols and keys, scale, height on a map 
Coastal Landscapes: weathering and erosion, erosional processes, erosional features, depositional 
features, coastal management 
British or European: physical & human features of UK, Physical & human features of Europe, The EU, 
Benefits and disadvantages of the EU, Cultures of Europe  
Ecosystems: World Biomes, food chains & webs, Savannahs: climate, plants, animals & tribes. 
 
In Year 7 Geography pupils will be asked to complete a wide range of assessment tasks. Some will be completed within lessons and 
others as homework tasks. For each task they will be given guidance on exactly what is needed in order to achieve highly, but below 
is a summary of the general criteria for the levels most commonly awarded in year 7.  At each level pupils should be able to: 

Emerging 

 Master the use of symbols, keys and 4 figure grid references 

 Recognise the key weathering and erosional processes that affect coastal landscapes 

 Describe some of the erosional and depositional features of the coastal zone 

 Recall the location of some of the UK’s human and physical features 

 Describe some of the impacts of the EU on member countries 

 Recognise come of the cultural differences between European countries 

 Describe the key features, location, climate of the savannah 
Advancing 

 Master the use of 4 & 6 figure grid references and the use of keys and symbols 

 Use scale on a map to measure straight line distances 

 Define and explain the key weathering and erosional processes that affect the coast 

 Explain the formation of depositional and erosional features that occur in the coastal zone 

 Describe and explain some methods of coastal management 

 Locate a number of the UK’s human and physical features on a map 

 Explain a number of impacts of the EU on member countries 

 Give reasons for the cultural differences between European countries 

 Make some links between the climate of the Savannah and the key characteristics of the animals and plants 
found there 

 Communicate their findings using appropriate vocabulary. 
Securing 

 Master the use of 4 &6 figure grid references, scale, keys and symbols as well as make use of the various methods 
used to show height on a map 

 Plan routes on a map using the above skills 

 Explain the formation of most of the key erosional and depositional features of the coastal zone making clear 
reference to the processes which resulted in their formation  

 Explain the effectiveness of a number of coastal management techniques 

 Locate a number of human and physical features of both the UK and Europe on a map 

 Analyse the positive and negative impacts of the EU on member countries 

 Give reasons for the similarities and differences in culture, tradition, and key characteristics of European 
countries 

 Make clear links between the climate of the savannah and the key characteristics of the animal and plants found 
there  

 Begin to communicate complex ideas with clarity 
Deepening 

 Mastered the use of 4 &6 figure grid references, scale (to measure and straight and curved line distances), keys 
and symbols as well as make use of the various methods used to show height on a map 

 Confidently use all the above map skills to plan and decipher routes on a variety of maps. 

 Explain all of the erosional and depositional features of the coastal zone make detailed and fully explained links 
between their key characteristics and the processes that form them 

 Evaluate and justify the uses of a number of coastal  management techniques 

 Evaluate the positive and negative impacts of the EU membership to attempt to explain the UK’s decision to hold 
a referendum 

 Explain the similarities and differences between European and recognise the positive and negative implications of 
the differences on the UK and other European countries. 

 Present their findings in a coherent way using appropriate methods and vocabulary and reach conclusions that 
are consistent with the evidence. 



BRGS Year 8 Geography 

Assessment Criteria 
 

Throughout year 8, pupils will study: 
o Weather and climate: elements of the weather, types of rainfall, anti-cyclones, factors that 

affect climate, climate of UK, climate of Europe, climate changes: causes, impact, mitigation 
o Population: factors that affect population, demographic transition model, overpopulation, 

migration, population policies 
o Limestone landscapes: basic geology of the UK, formation of limestone, features of a limestone 

landscapes, study of limestone in the Yorkshire dales National Park. 
 

In Year 8 Geography students will be asked to complete a wide range of assessment tasks building on those completed 
in year 7. Some will be completed within lessons and others as homework tasks. For each task they will be given 
guidance on exactly what is needed in order to achieve highly, but below is a summary of the general criteria for year 8. 
At each level pupils should be able to: 
Emerging 

 Recognise and describe the factors that affect climate 

 Define the causes, effects and mitigation of climate change 

 Describe the demographic transition model, and begin to make links to factors that affect birth rate and death rate 

 Describe a specific population policy and begin to make links between the key features and the problems the policy 
aims to solve 

 Describe the formation of limestone and some of the unique features found in limestone landscapes 

 Communicate complex ideas with clarity. 

Advancing 

 Explain the factors that affect the climate and begin to apply them to the UK climate 

 Illustrate the causes, effects and mitigation of climate change at a global scale 

 Describe and explain how factors that affect population are illustrated by demographic transition model 

 Describe and explain the key features, reasons for and effects of a specific population policy 

 Summarise and explain the formation of limestone and some of the key features of a limestone landscape 

 Present their findings in a coherent way using appropriate methods and vocabulary and reach conclusions that are 
consistent with the evidence. 

Securing 

 Apply their knowledge of the factors that affect climate to explain both the UK and European climate 

 Explain the effects, causes and mitigation of climate change,  and begin to assess them at both a local, global and 
national scale 

 Make detailed links between the factors that affect population and the demographic transition model, using 
specific examples to support them 

 Explain in detail the key features of a specific population policy 

 Begin to assess the effectiveness of a specific population policy 

 Explain in detail both the formation of limestone and most of the key features of limestone landscapes making 
some links between the two 

 Present their findings in a coherent way using appropriate methods and vocabulary and reach valid conclusions 
that are consistent with the evidence. 

Deepening 

 Apply your knowledge and understanding of the factors that affect climate to explain the climate of any given 
example 

 Use their knowledge and understanding of the causes, effects and mitigation of climate changes to evaluate it’s 
impacts and responses to these at a local, national and global scale 

 Analyse the relationship between factors that affect population and the Demographic Transition Model, being able 
to apply the model to a variety of examples and countries. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of a number of population policies making detailed links between the problems that 
resulted in the need for the policy, the key features, effectiveness, and future implications of the policy 

 Explain the formation of all of the key features of limestone scenery making clear links with the formation of 
limestone and displaying a clear understanding of the processes that are currently shaping and changing these 
features. 

 Evaluate sources of evidence critically, detect and respond to bias, present well-argued summaries of their 
investigations use accurate geographical vocabulary and begin to reach substantiated conclusions. 

 
 



 
 

BRGS Year 9 Geography 

Assessment Criteria 
  

Throughout year 9 pupils will study: 
Hazards: Structure of the earth, Plate tectonic theory, Seismic and volcanic hazards: their impacts, 
responses to them and mitigation, supervolcanoes 
Development: Indicators of development, factors that affect development, trade, aid and debt, 
perceptions of development 
Study skills based project: pupils will use source material to research and study a specific 

geographical topic 
 

In Year 9 Geography pupils will be asked to complete a wide range of assessment tasks, allowing us to determine your end of key 
stage attainment. Some will be completed within lessons and occasionally as homework tasks. For each task pupils will be given 
specific guidance on exactly what is needed in order to achieve highly, but below is a summary of the general criteria for year 9. 
Assessments will be made up of short and long answer question, as well as extended pieces of writing. At each level pupils should 
be able to: 

 
Emerging 
- Describe and explain the structure of the earth and the features found at most plate boundaries 
- Describe the causes , impacts and responses to earthquakes and volcanoes 
- Outline some of the impacts of a supervolcanic eruption 
- List the indicators used to measure development 
- Identify measures that can be taken to reduce the development gap 
- Summarise the development level of a specific country giving some reasons for its current development level 
- Begin to describe some of the factors that affect development with limited references to examples 

Advancing 
- Recognise that there are links between structure of the earth, plate boundaries and the impact of hazards and explain some of 

them 
- Explain the cause, impacts and responses to earthquakes and volcanoes making some reference to specific case-studies 
- Explain some of the impacts of a supervolcanic eruption at a local scale 
- Define and explain some of the  indicators used to measure development 
- Describe and begin to explain the factors that affect development, making use of examples to support their work 
- Define the measures that can be taken to reduce the development  gap and give specific examples 
- Summarise and begin to explain the level of development of a specific case-study example 
- Interpret information from a  variety of sources to begin to reach a conclusion 
- Present their findings in a coherent way using appropriate methods and vocabulary and reach conclusions that are consistent 

with the evidence. 
Securing 
- Make detailed and justified links between the structure of the earth, type of plate boundary and impact of a hazard 
- Apply their knowledge of hazards to describe and explain the causes, effects and mitigation of earthquakes and volcanoes 

making clear reference to specific examples and case-studies. 
- Explain the impacts of a supervolcanic eruption at a local, national and global scale making some reference to an example 
- Explain and justify a large variety of indicators used to measure development 
- Compare the importance of the factors that affect development using a variety of examples to support their conclusion 
- Explain a number of measures that can be used to reduce the development gap and begin to make judgment as to their 

effectiveness 
- Give details of the level of development of a specific country example, clearly explaining the reasons for its current 

development level and beginning to suggest ways to improve. 
- Evaluate sources of evidence critically, detect and respond to bias, present well-argued investigations, use accurate 

geographical vocabulary and begin to reach substantiated conclusions. 
Deepening 
- Make detailed links between the structure of the earth, type of plate boundary, and  impact of hazards whilst taking into 

consideration other mitigating factors such as time of day, location etc.  
- Apply their knowledge of hazards to any given case study in order to analyse the causes, effects and responses to the hazard 
- Evaluate the local nation and global impacts of a supervolcanic eruption make clear use of supporting data and examples 
- Analyse the effectiveness of indicators used to measure development 
- Evaluate  and critique the factors that affect development, and apply this to any given example 
- Assess the measures that can be used to reduce the development gap, making clear judgments as to their effectiveness. 
- Outline a specific country example of a countries development level rationalising the reasons for its current development level 

and making valid and detailed suggestions as to how it can improve them in the future 
- Evaluate sources of evidence critically before using them in their investigations.  
- They present full and coherently argued investigations and reach substantiated conclusions. 

 


