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KS3 Years 
7,8,9 

Factual 
Knowledge 

Links Causes Sources Interpretation Conclusion Structure 

 
 
 

Developing 

Appropriate dates 
and terms used. 
Show relevant 
knowledge for the 
topic. 

Describe links 
between events 
and causes. 
e.g. they are both 
examples of… 

Give reasons for an 
event with brief 
explanations of the 
cause. 
e.g. ‘reason’ caused 
the war because…  

Explain what a 
source shows us 
and what it 
suggests. Begins 
to show an 
understanding of 
when a source is 
useful.  

Show an 
understanding 
there are 
different 
interpretations 
of the past. 

Starting to 
put together 
a conclusion 
with limited 
argument or 
evidence. 

Starting to 
organise ideas 
and thoughts 
into a structure. 

 
 
 

Advancing 

Appropriate dates 
and terms used. 
Show relevant 
knowledge for the 
topic. Knowledge 
has detail and can 
separate facts from 
opinions. 

Explain the links 
made 
e.g. they are both 
examples 
of…because… 

Give reasons with a 
detailed 
explanation of the 
cause with 
beginnings of 
evidence 

Understands 
when and how to 
use sources to 
provide evidence 
for certain 
arguments. 
Reliability of the 
sources 
discussed. 

Show an 
understanding 
there are 
different 
interpretations 
and how they are 
different 

Starting to 
put together 
a conclusion 
based on 
your 
argument 
and 
evidence. 

Work is 
structured in a 
way which works 
towards a 
conclusion. 

 
 
 

Securing 

Appropriate dates, 
terms and 
knowledge are 
intertwined with 
evidence and 
arguments. Facts 
and knowledge are 
used to support 
evidence.  

Make links 
between causes, 
sources, 
interpretations 
and facts. 

Give reasons and 
explanations then 
examine these 
reasons in detail 
with support from 
the evidence. Starts 
to judge the reasons 

Evaluate the 
sources in detail: 
their usefulness, 
reliability, what it 
can and cannot 
tell us. 

How and why 
interpretations 
are different and 
why these 
different 
interpretations 
are produced. 
Begin to judge 
them.  

Reach an 
independent 
conclusion 
based on 
facts, 
evidence and 
opinion. 

Excellent, fluent 
structure 
throughout. 
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Deepening 

All of the above 
whilst 
demonstrating 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
the key features 
and characteristics 
of the period 
studied. 

Explanation and 
analysis of 
historical events 
and periods.  
Links are made 
throughout. 
 

Causes are 
explained, examined 
and evaluated 
alongside evidence.  
 

Sources are 
constantly 
evaluated and 
used throughout 
the work to come 
to substantiated 
judgements 

All of the above, 
but also 
substantiated 
judgements on 
the various 
interpretations, 
in the context of 
historical events 
studied. 

A sustained 
conclusion 
summarises 
the 
arguments 
clearly. 

Structured work 
around central 
themes and 
arguments 
working towards 
a sustained 
conclusion. 

 


