
Year 7 and 8 Religious Studies Assessment Criteria 

In years 7 and 8 students are taught religious studies by one teacher with their form.  We will use a broad range of  non-numerical thresholds (‘Emerging’, ‘Advancing’, 

‘Securing’ and ‘Deepening’) in relation to the three elements we have identified as the aim of RS here at BRGS (Assessment objectives). 

Assessment 
objective 

Emerging Advancing Securing Deepening 

1. Knowing about 
and understanding 
religions and 
worldviews 
 

 Pupils use a developing religious 
vocabulary to describe and show 
understanding of sources, practices, 
beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences.  

 They make links between them, and 
describe some similarities and 
differences both within and between 
religions.  

 They describe the impact of religion on 
people’s lives.  

 They suggest meanings for a range of 
forms of religious expression. 

 Pupils use an increasingly wide 
religious vocabulary to explain the 
impact of beliefs on individuals and 
communities.  

 They describe why people belong to 
religions.  

 They understand that similarities and 
differences illustrate distinctive beliefs 
within and between religions and 
suggest possible reasons for this.  

 They explain how religious sources are 
used to provide answers to ultimate 
questions and ethical issues, 
recognizing diversity in forms of 
religious, spiritual and moral 
expression, within and between 
religions. 

 Pupils use religious and philosophical 
vocabulary to give informed accounts 
of religions and beliefs, explaining the 
reasons for diversity within and 
between them. 

 They explain why the impact of 
religions and beliefs on individuals, 
communities and societies varies. 

 They interpret sources and arguments, 
explaining the reasons that are used in 
different ways by different traditions 
to provide answers to ultimate 
questions and ethical issues.  

 They interpret the significance of 
different forms of religious, spiritual 
and moral expression. 

 Pupils use a wide religious and 
philosophical vocabulary to show a 
coherent understanding of a range of 
religions and beliefs.  

 They analyze issues, values and 
questions of meaning and truth. They 
account for the influence of history and 
culture on aspects of religious life and 
practice.  

 They explain why the consequences of 
belonging to a faith are not the same 
for all people within the same religion 
or tradition. 

 They use some of the principal 
methods by which religion, spirituality 
and ethics are studied, including the 
use of a variety of sources, evidence 
and forms of expression. 

2. Expressing and 
communicating 
ideas related to 
religions and 
worldviews 
 

 Pupils raise, and suggest answers to, 
questions of identity, belonging, 
meaning, purpose, truth and 
commitments.  

 They apply their ideas to their own 
and other people’s lives. They describe 
what inspires and influences 
themselves and others. 

 Pupils ask, and suggest answers to, 
questions of identity, belonging, 
meaning, purpose and truth, values 
and commitments, relating them to 
their own and others’ lives.  

 They explain what inspires and 
influences them, expressing their own 
and others’ views on the challenges of 
belonging to a religion. 

 Pupils use reasoning and examples to 
express insights into the relationship 
between beliefs, teachings and world 
issues.  

 They express insights into their own 
and others’ views on questions of 
identity and belonging, meaning, 
purpose and truth.  

 They consider the challenges of 
belonging to a religion in the 
contemporary world, focusing on 
values and commitments. 

 Pupils articulate personal and critical 
responses to questions of meaning, 
purpose and truth and ethical issues.  

 They evaluate the significance of 
religious and other views for 
understanding questions of human 
relationships, belonging, identity, 
society, values and commitments, 
using appropriate evidence and 
examples. 

3. Gaining and 
deploying the skills 
needed for studying 
religions and 
worldviews 

 Notice and find out about religions 
and worldviews 

 Show curiosity about how religious 
people live 

 Collect, use and respond to ideas in RS 

 Consider and discuss questions, ideas 
and points of view 

 Apply ideas about religions and 
worldviews thoughtfully 

 Investigate and explain why religions 
and worldviews matter 

 Enquire into and interpret ideas, 
sources and arguments 

 Evaluate questions and arguments 
personally and critically 

 Use varied disciplines of religious 
study to research ultimate questions 



Year 7 topics: 

 GOD - Where do we look for God? 

 ISLAM - How do the beliefs of Muslims affect their actions? 

 JESUS - What does justice mean to Christians?’ 

 HINDUISM - How do the beliefs of Hindus affect their actions? 

 CHURCH - What are we doing to the environment?’ 

 BUDDHISM - Who was Gotama Buddha?’ 

 

Year 8 topics: 

 JESUS - Human or divine?’ 

 SIKHISM - How do the beliefs of Sikhs affect their actions? 

 CHURCH - What does it mean to be a member of the Church? Sacraments 

 ISLAM/CHRISTIANITY/JUDAISM - Why do holy texts have authority? 

 GOD - Pilgrimage and religious experience 

 BUDDHISM - Is there wisdom in the teachings? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 9 Religious Studies Transition to GCSE Assessment Criteria 

Topics: Introduction to Philosophy; What does it mean to be human?; Where are we from (origins)?; Religion and the media; What is truth?; Is happiness the purpose of 

life? 

Please note: At the end of each unit there is a formal assessment based around a similar criteria of progression, as shown below.  These will encompass and develop the 

skills deemed to be essential at GCSE level.  The results of these, in turn, will lead to summaries of the whole year’s learning based on an ‘in the round’ or ‘best fit’ 

professional judgement of the whole year (taking into account assessment across the year including, but not exclusive to, trial exam results). 

 

Emerging Advancing Securing Deepening 

 a basic awareness of the issues, 
picking out only one or two 
themes, simple explanation 

 a good awareness of a number of 
issues highlighting a number of 
relevant themes, with reference to 
some religious concepts 

 a heightened awareness of the 
philosophical questions surrounding 
the topic, with good use of a variety of 
responses and religious concepts 
 

  All of securing, with an extensive 
explanation of the themes laced with 
personal reflections, making good 
connections with the overall theme and 
with the relevant religious concepts 

 
For media unit this would include: 
engaging with broader philosophical, 
social or religious ideas and a developed 
use of specific vocabulary (tolerance, 
bias, propaganda, discrimination, multi-
cultural society, etc.) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


