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Year 7 

 Research Planning & Designing Making Evaluating 
 
 

Deepening 
 
 

Can EVALUATE how own ideas have been 
influenced by looking at the form and function 
of different products.  
Can DEMONSTRATE an awareness of the 
different needs of a range of users.  
Can JUSTIFY how own designs show an 
awareness of trends and patterns in existing 
products.  

Can EXPLAIN how the needs of a range of users have been met.  
Can DISCUSS in detail how other designers and their designs have 
inspired own creative ideas.  
Can GIVE REASONS for specification points with clear evidence of 
research findings.  
Can CREATE a precise list of requirements for the product 
including details from research (measurements, costs etc.) in the 
specification for the user.  
Can LABEL my designs with 6-8 detailed labels. 

Can MODIFY the method of making process to improve 
the outcome of product based on changing 
circumstances.  
Can EXPLAIN any changes to work from the original 
design proposal.  
Can SUPPORT others with practical work by using 
knowledge of the equipment, materials and different 
practical techniques. 
Can WORK independently with confidence.  

Can DEFEND choices of materials and techniques 
selected for making end product.  
Can MODIFY design ideas as a result of detailed 
evaluation in order to create a more successful product.  
Can JUSTIFY the method of construction chosen for 
making product by comparing it to other potential 
construction methods.  

 
 
 

Securing 
 

Can CREATE a thoughtfully presented mood 
board based on a theme from a wide range of 
sources used to develop own ideas.  
Can USE the information gathered from 
looking at the form and function of products 
to develop own ideas.  
Can RELATE the information gathered during 
research to the development of own ideas.  

Can ANALYSE other products and use the information to help 
develop, model and test ideas.  
Can SUPPORT ideas fully by labelling designs in detail. This 
displays that the specification to create designs has been met.  
Can DEVELOP fully realistic designs showing different viewpoints 
to fully explain ideas visually.  
Can EXPLAIN the need for particular design elements utilising 
research.  
Can LABEL my designs with 5-6 detailed labels. 

Can DEMONSTRATE how to make own product by joining 
materials with precision and using the equipment 
accurately and safely.  
Can SOLVE own problems and work independently during 
the making of the product.  
Can SUPPORT others with their practical work by using my 
knowledge of the equipment, materials and different 
practical techniques.  
 

Can DISCUSS research sources and explain how they 
have inspired the design of the final product.  
Can COMPARE own work to the work of others to help 
improve the development of ideas. 
Can TEST product against the original design 
specification to check if it successfully fits the criteria.  
 

 
 

Advancing 
 
 

Can SUMMARISE visual information based on 
theme from more than one source used to 
develop own ideas.  
Can EXPLAIN how visual information gathered 
from existing products will help in own design 
and product development.  
Can USE economic information (how much 
different materials or parts cost) for own 
design/product.  
 

Can PREPARE models of initial ideas and discuss them to improve 
own work.  
Can EXPLAIN own ideas by adding labels to designs to show how 
the range of information collected from research has helped to 
develop work.  
Can GIVE EXAMPLES of how eco-issues have been considered in 
developing ideas.  
Can DESCRIBE what I need to include in own product as a result 
of research to develop a successful idea.  
Can DEMONSTRATE an understanding of the purpose of research 
by including some exact details (measurements, costs etc.) in own 
specification.  
Can LABEL designs with 5-6 basic labels. 

Can EXPLAIN the limitations of the equipment and 
materials used to make the product.  
Can GIVE REASONS for the creative changes made to own 
work during the making process to improve the quality of 
the product.  
Can USE construction techniques with a good level of 
accuracy during the making process.  
Can MAKE my product with some input from the teacher.  
 

Can DEMONSTRATE how I have solved problems during 
my design development.  
Can RECORD any creative changes made during the 
making process to show improvements.  
Can SUGGEST tests to check the performance of the 
product. 

 
 

Developing/Emergi
ng 

 
 
 

Can IDENTIFY basic information based on 
theme from one source to generate ideas.  
Can LIST information from a potential 
user/target market for own product.  
Can DESCRIBE basic technical information 
when developing own product.  
 

Can CREATE design ideas using some research.  
Can ILLUSTRATE ideas using a selection of drawing media.  
Can LABEL own sketches or models to explain ideas.  
Can LIST the basic requirements for own product development.  
Can SELECT basic elements of the information gathered from my 
research to help me write my specification.  
Can LABEL designs with 3-4 basic labels. 

Can DESCRIBE the equipment and materials needed and 
how they will be used to make the product.  
Can IDENTIFY problems during the making process and 
show a basic understanding of how to change them.  
Can SELECT appropriate construction methods and make 
use of techniques with some level of accuracy. 
Can MAKE product with a lot of input from the teacher.  

Can IDENTIFY what works well with product.  
Can EXPLAIN what could be improved with product to 
make it more successful.  
Can ANOTATE designs as they develop to fully explain 
ideas.  
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Year 8 

 Research Planning & Designing Making Evaluating 
 
 

Deepening 
 
 

Can SELECT relevant information from a variety of 
different resources to influence design choices.  
Can EXPLAIN how the research has influenced own ideas.  
Can JUSTIFY and REPORT on how own designs show an 
awareness of trends and patterns in existing products. 

Can JUSTIFY how the different needs of a range of users have been 
met. 
Can DISCUSS in detail how own designs show an awareness of 
trends/patterns in existing products. 
Can SKETCH own design accurately including dimensions.  
Can LABEL own design work with 8 or more detailed labels.  
Can INCLUDE the opinions of others in the labelling. 
Can GIVE REASONS for own specification points. 

Can WORK independently with confidence. 
Can USE the correct equipment and demonstrate a 
high degree of accuracy in making.  
Can JUSTIFY any changes to work from the original 
design idea. 
Can SUPPORT others with their practical work by 
using own knowledge of equipment and materials 
and different practical techniques.  

Can EVALUATE own product in detail focussing on 
positives and IDENTIFY any negative points or 
improvements.  
Can SELF-ASSESS own performance accurately without 
bias.   

 
 
 

Securing 
 
 

Can EVALUATE how own ideas have been influenced by 
looking at the form, function and production processes of 
different products and fibres.  
Can CREATE a thoughtfully presented mood board based 
on a theme from a wide range of sources used to develop 
own ideas.  
Can DEMONSTRATE that an awareness of the different 
needs of a range of users.  
Can JUSTIFY how own designs show an awareness of 
trends and patterns in existing products. 

Can EXPLAIN how the different needs of a range of users have been 
met.  
Can DEMONSTRATE how own designs show an awareness of trends 
and patterns in existing products.  
Can DISCUSS how other designers and their designs have inspired own 
creative ideas.  
Can GIVE REASONS for own specification points with clear evidence 
from research findings.  
Can CREATE a precise list of requirements for own product including 
all of the details from research (measurements, costs etc.) in own 
specification to develop a product for the end user.  
Can LABEL designs with 6-8 detailed labels. 

Can DEFEND the use of materials and techniques 
selected to make the product.  
Can MODIFY the method of construction to 
improve the outcome of product based on 
changing circumstances.  
Can EXPLAIN any changes to work from the 
original design proposal.  
Can SUPPORT others with their practical work by 
using own knowledge of the equipment, materials 
and different practical techniques. 
Can WORK independently requiring minimum 
support.  

Can DEFEND choices of materials and techniques 
selected for making end product.  
Can MODIFY design ideas as a result of detailed 
evaluation in order to create a more successful product.  
Can JUSTIFY the method of construction chosen for 
making product by comparing it to other potential 
construction methods.  

 
 

Advancing 
 
 
 

Can CREATE a thoughtfully presented mood board based 
on own theme from a range of sources used to develop 
my ideas.  
Can USE the information gathered from looking at the 
form and function of products to develop my own ideas.  
Can RELATE the information gathered during research to 
the development of own ideas.  

Can ANALYSE other products and use the information to help develop, 
model and test own ideas.  
Can SUPPORT ideas fully by labelling designs in detail. This displays 
that the specification to create designs has been met.  
Can DEVELOP fully realistic designs showing different viewpoints to 
fully explain ideas visually.  
Can EXPLAIN the need for particular design elements utilising 
research.  
Can LABEL designs with 5-6 detailed labels. 

Can DEMONSTRATE how to make own product by 
joining materials with precision and using the 
equipment accurately and safely.  
Can SOLVE own problems and work with some 
independence during the making of the product.  
Can SUPPORT others with their practical work by 
using own knowledge of the equipment, materials 
and different practical techniques. 

Can DISCUSS research sources and explain how they 
have inspired the design of the final product.  
Can COMPARE own work to the work of others to help 
to improve the development of ideas.  
 

 
 

Developing/E
merging 

 
 

Can SUMMARISE visual information based on theme from 
more than one source used to develop own ideas.  
Can EXPLAIN how visual information gathered from 
existing products will help in own design and product 
development.  
Can USE economic information (how much different 
materials or parts cost) for own design/product.  
 

Can PREPARE models of initial ideas and discuss them to improve own 
work.  
Can EXPLAIN own ideas by adding labels to designs to show how the 
range of information collected from research has helped to develop 
work.  
Can GIVE EXAMPLES of how eco-issues have been considered in 
developing ideas.  
Can DESCRIBE what needs to be included in product as a result of 
research to develop a successful idea.  
Can DEMONSTRATE an understanding of the purpose of research by 
including some exact details (measurements, costs etc.) in own 
specification.  
Can LABEL designs with 5-6 basic labels. 

Can EXPLAIN the limitations of the equipment and 
materials used to make the product.  
Can GIVE REASONS for the creative changes made 
to own work during the making process to 
improve the quality of the product.  
Can USE techniques with a good level of accuracy 
during the making process.  
Can MAKE product with some input from the 
teacher.  
 

Can DEMONSTRATE how I have solved problems during 
my design development.  
Can RECORD any creative changes made to work during 
the making process to show improvements.  
Can TEST product against the original design 
specification to check if it successfully fits the criteria.  
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Year 9 
 Research Planning & Designing Making Evaluating 
 
 

Deepening 
 
 

Can conduct DETAILED research of relevant products 
which relate to own design brief. 
Can SELECT relevant information from a wide range of 
different resources to influence own design choices.  
Can EXPLAIN and DISCUSS how the research has 
influenced own ideas.  
Can JUSTIFY with developed reasoning how own 
designs show an awareness of trends and patterns in 
existing products. 

Have CLEARLY IDENTIFIED the target market for the product 
and designed it accordingly.  
Have REFLECTED on the research and produced an 
appropriate design criteria for the target market.  
Have a DETAILED understanding of the design brief and can 
JUSTIFY why a design has been selected. 
Can LABEL own design with 10 or more detailed labels 
 
 

Can SELECT and USE appropriate tools, materials and/or 
technologies including, where appropriate, CAM correctly, 
skilfully and safely.  
Can WORK independently to produce a rigorous and 
demanding outcome. 
Can ensure QUALITY CHECKS are evident throughout the 
project and it is clear how accuracy has been achieved.  
The outcome has the POTENTIAL to be commercially viable 
and is suitable for the target market.  

Have detailed TESTING and EVALUATION throughout the 
designing and making process taking account of client/user or 
third party opinion.  
Have TESTED all aspects of the final outcome against the 
design specification. 
Can EVALUATE and JUSTIFY the need for modifications to the 
product and consideration given as to how the outcome might 
need to be modified for commercial production. 
Can SELF and PEER ASSESS own performance and the 
performance of others.   

 
 
 

Securing 
 
 

Can SELECT relevant information from range of 
different resources to influence own design choices.  
Can EXPLAIN how the research has influenced own 
ideas.  
Can JUSTIFY how own designs show an awareness of 
trends and patterns in existing products. 

Can EXPLAIN the different needs of a range of users. 
Can DISCUSS in detail how own designs show an awareness 
of trends/patterns in existing products. 
Can SKETCH own designs accurately including dimensions.  
Can LABEL design work with 8 or more detailed labels.  
Can INCLUDE the opinions of others in my labelling. 
Can GIVE REASONS for own specification points. 

Can WORK independently with confidence.  
Can USE the correct equipment and demonstrate a high 
degree of accuracy in making.  
Can JUSTIFY any changes to work from own original design 
idea. 
Can SUPPORT others with their practical work by using own 
knowledge of equipment and materials and different 
practical techniques.  

Can EVALUATE own product in detail focussing on positives 
and IDENTIFY any negative points or improvements.  
Can SELF-ASSESS own performance accurately without bias.   

 
 

Advancing 
 

Can EVALUATE how own ideas have been influenced by 
looking at the form, function and production processes 
of different products.  
Can CREATE a thoughtfully presented mood board 
based on a theme from a wide range of sources used to 
develop own ideas.  
Can DEMONSTRATE an awareness of the different 
needs of a range of users.  
Can JUSTIFY how own designs show an awareness of 
trends and patterns in existing products. 

Can JUSTIFY how the different needs of a range of users 
have been met.  
Can DEMONSTRATE how own designs show an awareness of 
trends and patterns in existing products.  
Can DISCUSS in detail how other designers and their designs 
have inspired own creative ideas.  
Can GIVE REASONS for own specification points with clear 
evidence from research findings.  
Can CREATE a precise list of requirements for own product 
including details from research (measurements, costs etc.) in 
own specification.  
Can LABEL designs with 6-8 detailed labels. 
 

Can DEFEND the use of materials and techniques selected to 
make the product.  
Can MODIFY the method of construction to improve the 
outcome of product based on changing circumstances.  
Can JUSTIFY any changes to work from the original design 
proposal.  
Can SUPPORT others with their practical work by using own 
knowledge of the equipment, materials and different 
practical techniques. 
Can WORK independently requiring minimum support. 

Can DEFEND choices of materials and techniques selected for 
making product.  
Can MODIFY design ideas as a result of detailed evaluation in 
order to create a more successful product.  
Can JUSTIFY the method of construction chosen for making 
product by comparing it to other potential construction 
methods.  
 

 
 

Developing/
Emerging 

 
 
 

Can CREATE a mood board based on a theme from a 
range of sources used to develop own ideas.  
Can USE the information gathered from looking at the 
form and function of products to develop own ideas.  
Can RELATE the information gathered during research 
to the development of own ideas.  
 

Can ANALYSE other products and use the information to 
help develop, model and test own ideas.  
Can SUPPORT own ideas by labelling own designs in detail. 
This displays that the specification to crate designs has been 
met. 
Can DEVELOP fully realistic designs showing different 
viewpoints to fully explain own idea in a visually.  
Can EXPLAIN the need to include for particular design 
elements utilising research.  
Can LABEL designs with 5-6 detailed labels. 

Can DEMONSTRATE how to make product by joining 
materials with precision and using the equipment accurately 
and safely.  
Can SOLVE own problems and work with some 
independence during the making of the product.  
Can SUPPORT others with their practical work by using own 
knowledge of the equipment, materials and different 
practical techniques. 

Can DISCUSS own research sources and explain how they have 
inspired the design of the final product.  
Can COMPARE own work to the work of others to help me to 
improve own ideas development.  
 

 


