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CHAPTER IX 
 

MUSIC THROUGH THE YEARS 
 

"Rossendale is as musical a valley as any in Wales and nurtured by some excellent and hard-
working teachers, music has always flourished at the school". (Mr. R G. Phillips, writing in the 
'Anthology". 1973) 

 
 
According to Mr. Leslie Stocks, the only music taught at Newchurch Grammar 

School was singing, which he seems to have greatly enjoyed, not caring for the scales and 
so forth of more formal lessons. However, the singing lessons appear to have continued. 
Mrs. Gwen Kay, writing of the First World War period, says "Mr. Ernest Home from 
Rawtenstall came to give singing lessons, and these we also had in the plumbing room." 
(Good old plumbing room! It is the present library, of course, but in those days served the 
night-school technical classes for plumbing, the day-school as a make-shift gymnasium, 
music room and girls' recreation room.) Mr. Harry Howard, writing of the same period, 
stresses that the lessons were "singing only". 

Singing seems to have been at that time the chief form of entertainment. Speech 
Days incorporated, we gather from reports, not the specialist choirs so often produced on 
such occasions, but a concerted effort by the whole school. "My main memories of 
Speech Days", wrote Mrs. Sam Lunt (Jessie Hewitt) for the "Anthology", "are of rousing 
songs sung by the whole school: 'Cargoes', 'Roadways' and 'I vow to thee, my country'." 

In his excellent comprehensive survey in the "Anthology" of 1973 entitled 
"Music and Drama", Mr. R.G. Phillips points out that the school's first Speech Day in 
1914 "set the pattern for the Great War and for eleven years afterwards. The performance 
was in the hot and crowded Kozy Picture Hall in Waterfoot." 

When one considers the musical talent, both vocal and instrumental, that has 
been known in the school, it seems a crying shame that such restrictions should have been 
imposed. The "Journal" reports a new platform in the Hall in 1930. That may well 
indicate that the previous one was inadequate to stage entertainments. Certainly it was 
about this time that the concert ceased to be part of the Speech Day proceedings and 
became an entertainment in its own right. The pupils may not have welcomed the change, 
since the entertainment part of Speech Days appealed to them much more, needless to 
say, than the speeches. 

The singing by the whole school on Speech Day seems to have continued. To 
open the proceedings, the very appropriate hymn "Land of our Birth" was always sung 
until 1938 when it was superseded by "Jerusalem", which could no doubt be rendered 
with equal fervour without incurring accusations of "nationalism" or whatever the current 
term was. Events in Nazi Germany just then were making people ultra-sensitive! 

For sixteen years from 1920, the teaching of singing seems to have devolved 
upon Miss White, whose real subject was chemistry but who received an accolade on 
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leaving for her work in preparing the school to sing on Speech Days and other public 
occasions. Mr. Tonkinson also had a hand in the musical activities and sometimes 
conducted the singing. 

Mr. Fred Lord, a pupil from 1924 to 1932, appreciated Miss White's efforts. He 
writes, "What an inspiration of time-tabling to send the Science Sixth to the music room 
last period on Friday for such delightful relaxation. Not even a text-book, except for the 
well-thumbed copies of 'Cantemus'. Athletic members of the class often operated a 
scheme to be home early. A suitably-positioned look-out ... could be persuaded to give a 
signal that the smoke from the 4.17 train had been seen ... And dear Miss White was left 
behind to close the piano lid.~. . Why, oh why did no-one ever stay behind to say thank 
you for a most delightful last period?" 

Maybe it was the inadequacy of formal music teaching in the first couple of 
decades that led to a decision, in 1926, to introduce what the "Journal" of September 
1926 describes as "a most valuable and interesting innovation." The writer continues: "By 
the enterprise of the Headmaster a series of concerts has been arranged for the school, to 
be given by members of the famous Halle' Orchestra". Miss Marion Graham, in her first 
year at the time, recalls: "One of my earliest memories was the occasional visit of Sir 
Hamilton Harty and different sections of the Halle' Orchestra... Those sessions of music 
thrilled me and gave me a lifelong interest in the Halle Orchestra". It is interesting to note 
that the school, undaunted by the distinguished competition, sang at the close of the three 
lecture concerts. 

Was this the beginning of a greater and more varied interest in music? The 
"Journal" of July 1927 announces proudly: "The school now possesses a Rogers piano". 
(It replaced an ancient one which had belonged to Newchurch Grammar School and had 
doubtless seen better days!) "At our little dedicatory ceremony when Miss White played a 
Chopin nocturne, the whole school listened impressed." From then onwards, thanks are 
expressed in the "J6urnal" to various senior pupils for playing the piano in assembly. It 
became the established practice for the school to enter and leave assembly to music. 

Certainly there were instrumentalists about, for the "Journal", speaking of the 
1930 Christmas parties, mentions that each party, Senior and Junior, had its own band of 
three violins, one piano, one ukelele, drums and cymbals. Three years later, in another 
"Journal", we read that "our old pupil James ('Cello') Whitehead has had his three year 
scholarship to the Royal College of Music renewed for a further three years. He 
broadcasts frequently with the New English Trio and with the London Symphony 
Orchestra, of which he is now a member." 

It seems appropriate at this point to quote, from his own contribution to the 1973 
"Anthology", the late Mr. Walter Fielden's story of the beginnings of the B.R.G.S. School 
Orchestra. The "Journal" of that time states simply "On Friday, March 10th 1933 the 
morning hymn was played by the school orchestra. At the end ... they played a Minuet by 
Handel." From Mr. Fielden, we have a blow by blow (not appropriate - there was no 
wind!) account: 
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"One of Mr. Holden's pet ideas was to have a school orchestra. The opportunity 
came when three boys approached me with the request that they should form a jazz band. 
One ... was a very good pianist and the other two could play the violin ... I ... asked if 
they would consider playing some straight music ... and I arranged the well-known 
minuet from Handel's 'Samson' for piano and first and second violin. They were given a 
week to practise these parts, and we arranged to meet ... one afternoon after school. 

"The result was quite a surprise for me, and the strains of music travelled 
through the hall to the ears of Mr. Holden, who soon joined me as a listener. "Good", said 
the Headmaster. "We must have them play this piece after prayers tomorrow morning, for 
this is the School Orchestra" ... The result was amazing, and the three young musicians 
were rewarded by the clapping and cheering of the whole school. 

"This event brought forth more volunteers and soon we had a large number of 
pupils wishing to learn to play instruments. They were mostly budding violinists, but a 
few wanted something to blow. I was not qualified to give expert tuition on the violin and 
could not possibly deal with the teaching of wind instruments. 

"About this time I became acquainted with Mr. S. Merlyn-Hall, who ... had 
sufficient spare time to take charge of music classes. He also enlisted the help of Mr. 
Vincent Kilgallen, a very good clarinettist. With the aid of these two gentlemen we were 
able to hold classes, after school hours, for violin, double bass, clarinet and flute. 

"Later we received help from Mr. and Mrs. George Eatough. Mrs. Eatough 
began to teach the 'cello to several pupils. One of her best pupils was Mr. Fred Wild, who 
was so much attracted to music that he took it up seriously, worked for his music degree 
and returned to B.R~G. S. as music master. 

"It is not possible to name all the pupils who served in the school orchestra, but 
some excelled and became professionals. Miss Joan Farrow (violin) eventually joined the 
Bournemouth Municipal Orchestra; Mr. James Holt (bassoon) became a teacher of music 
in Leeds; the late Dr. Phillip Lord was music lecturer at Aberdeen and later at Sheffield 
Universities. John Iveson (trombone) became a member of the Lancashire and later the 
National Youth Orchestra. 

"In 1957, when the school staged the Gilbert and Sullivan opera 'H.M.S. 
Pinafore', there were first and second violins, one viola, two timpanists, drums and 
effects, and piano  undoubtedly the most balanced orchestra we ever had during my term 
of office as conductor.'' 

It had been a slow uphill struggle and we read constant pleas in the nineteen-
thirties "Journals" for wind   particularly brass wind players. We learn that, at the end of 
Christmas Term 1935, the orchestra gave an hour's concert and then accompanied carol 
singing, also that it performed in the 1937 concert, but still with no brass section. 

In the very last "Journal" before the second war comes the first mention of a 
Music Society in school. It held five meetings with music and comment. The next 
mention of it is in the very last "Journal" of all, in 1950, but it appears to have survived, 
more or less robustly, until the end of the 1960s. If we do not encounter it in later 
magazines, under its formal title, it need not be assumed that it no longer existed. 
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Certainly interest in music was still very much in evidence. 
A full-time music-master was appointed, for the first time, in September 1942. 

The late James Popple describes him as "a chubby Welshman, Mr. P.J. Parry, who helped 
me to like listening to music, and who was one of the first to greet me, many years later, 
when I presented myself at the Firth Park Grammar School, Sheffield, for a period of 
teaching practice." Mr. Parry's stay was not a very long one but, despite war-time 
conditions, as Mrs. Kathleen Gowers tells us,” the school choir flourished under the 
music master, Mr. Parry, as did the orchestra under Mr. Fielden". The "Journal" of 1947, 
reporting Mr. Parry's leaving at Easter of that year, pays the following tribute: "By his 
teaching and his work with the choir and for concerts he raised the school music to a high 
level." There were public performances, after a lapse of several wartime years, in the last 
three years of Mr. Parry's time at school - concerts with a preponderance of music. 

His successor, appointed in 1947, was Miss Eveline Firth, a former pupil. She 
was a most dedicated and conscientious teacher but retained the post for only six years. 
By the time she left (in July 1953) she had become Mrs. Ralph Collinson, having married 
the Senior Geography master in 1949. She did, in fact, shortly return to the staff as a 
supply teacher but not in the Music department, where she had been replaced by Miss 
Rhiannon Williams. 

In September 1958, Mr. Michael Nuttall took over the school's music from Miss 
Williams, and did sterling work in the department until 1965, when former pupil Mr. 
Fred Wild took over, as has already been mentioned earlier in this chapter. 

Even before World War Two ended, music in the school had begun to revive. A 
performance of "Hansel and Gretel" took place in the Spring of 1945, complete with 
orchestra including, at last, Mr. Fielden's long-sought brass section - two comets and one 
trombone! The immediate post-war concerts took the form of the earlier ones - a main 
theme aiming to involve a large number of (usually junior) pupils, and other musical 
items depending upon talent available. Mr. Ralph Collinson recalls "long evenings of 
rehearsal for musicals: choir, orchestra - Mr. Fielden conducting the last and the antics of 
Ken Sanderson when he wasn't playing the cornet." He remembers "the musical ability, 
vocal and instrumental, of pupils far too numerous to mention." 

The first post-war "Journal" (1947) tells of visits to a series of concerts at 
Champness Hall, Rochdale, featuring the Halle and the Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestras. The latter orchestra, again at Rochdale, is mentioned in the 1949 "Journal" 
and there were no fewer than four visits to concerts in the year 1949-1950. In 1949, 
however, the highlight occurred when Mr. Herbert Bardgett brought a section of the 
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra to visit the school. It was back to the nineteen-
twenties, and the school could still sing. The pupils, at Mr. Bardgett's invitation, all 
joined whole-heartedly in the singing of "Land of Hope and Glory" as Elgar's "Pomp and 
Circumstance" concluded the recital. 

We have already mentioned, in an earlier chapter, the unveiling in June 1948 of 
the War Memorial Grand Piano, and the great variety of piano and vocal music which the 
school enjoyed on occasions after prayers. The 1949 "Journal" gives an exhaustive list of 
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performers, staff and pupils, which puts beyond doubt the wealth of talent available. Mrs. 
Jean Tomlinson (nee Barrow) remembers "sitting squashed together on the floor... 
listening to classical music. In later years, I have been most grateful for this initiation, as 
it led me into a world of great pleasure and enjoyment" 

At the other end of the scale, the same writer recalls "end-of-term sing-songs in 
the hall with Mr. Fielden thumping out 'What shall we do with the drunken sailor?"' The 
Christmas term-ending was always celebrated with carol-singing. 

The tradition of music, vocal and instrumental was regularly manifested, 
concerts being the order of the day for most celebrations, including the wedding of 
Princess Elizabeth (our present Queen) to Prince Philip in 1947, and, on a less joyful and 
more solemn occasion, the unveiling of the War Memorial. 

The annual concerts will be mentioned again in a later chapter. These had been 
resumed at the end of the war, though more sophisticated and ambitious entertainment 
was to supersede them. The growing school orchestra, which at that time met for 
rehearsal every Wednesday evening, was much more balanced in composition and 
capable of quite a high standard of performance. Writing for the 1950 "Journal" Mr. 
Fielden remarks: "Now the County Education Authorities have realized the value of 
school orchestral training, and we are pleased to say that a visiting teacher is paid to take 
these (violin) classes." 

Despite two changes of musical director, and of course the retirement in 1957 of 
the orchestra's founder and conductor, Mr. Walter Fielden, there was great vitality and 
improvement in the school's music throughout the fifties. The long tradition of vocal 
music on Speech Days was kept up, with various choirs, senior, sixth form, junior girls', 
boys', and great versatility shown in the songs selected. 

For the time being, the policy was to produce alternately a straight play one 
year, a musical production the next. The "Squirrel" of 1959 reports a musical evening 
which appears to have been both ambitious and successful - a combination of vocal and 
orchestral work including, amongst other items, 'Dido and Aeneas'. This occasion, too, 
saw the debut of the newly-founded Brass Group: shades of Mr. Fielden's hankerings 
after brass in the early days of the orchestra! By now, the gifted cornet-player, ex-pupil 
Kenneth Sanderson, had re-joined the orchestra as a member of staff, and an equally 
proficient trombone-player was pupil John Iveson, whose great ability was recognised in 
1959 by an invitation to join the Lancashire Youth Orchestra. 

Each year brought visits to Halle or Liverpool Philharmonic concerts and to 
operatic performances. The school was extremely fortunate in having a good number of 
staff keenly interested in music (Mrs. Elizabeth Culley springs at once to mind) and eager 
to organise and accompany such excursions. There was also another visit to school, early 
in 1959, by the Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra. 

The music department continued to thrive under the enthusiastic leadership of 
Mr. Michael Nuttall. Deeply involved in local musical circles, he interested former 
students in school activities, arranging informal music recitals at regular intervals. The 
tradition of music on Speech Days was maintained, both instrumental and vocal items 
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being offered. The 1960 "Squirrel" magazine reports that "the violin, viola, brass and 
percussion have continued as before and, since the last report, 'cello, flute and clarinet 
classes have come into being." By this time there existed a Woodwind Group and a 
Recorder Group in addition to the well-established Brass Group. 

In 1961 John Iveson, by now selected for the National Youth Orchestra, formed 
a dance band of fellow-fifth-formers which "impressed with its polish and zest" when it 
played for school dances. In 1964, another dance band, led by Terry Brandon 
"successfully filled the abyss left by Johnny Iveson and his band when they left." 

The late Dr. Phillip Lord judged a composers' concert held in 1962. Another 
new departure in that year was the revival of the old pagan rite of welcoming May 
morning with music and song. The choir and brass group sang and played from the 
towers of St. Mary, Rawtenstall and St. Nicholas, Newchurch. This ceremony was 
repeated for a number of years~ 

By the mid-1960's, the brass section had grown so large that it was divided into 
senior and junior sections, as, too, was the Woodwind Group. Both choir and 
instrumentalists were becoming well-known in musical circles, singing and playing at 
musical festivals in the region. In 1965, when Mr. Michael Nuttall left, Mr. Fred Wild 
was appointed. A former pupil, well-remembered for his keen interest in music, he could 
be relied upon to carry on the well-established musical tradition of the school. In that 
same year the school was fortunate to acquire two members of staff who were to give 
valuable support  Miss Patricia Wilson with her fine, powerful contralto voice, and Mr. 
Anthony Fuller with his splendid tenor. 

That year (1965) saw the division of Speech Day into Junior and Senior. As a 
result, the choral singing which had been a regular feature of the occasion tended to give 
way to instrumental music in the Senior programme, although choral work was annually 
heard at the Junior Speech Day~ In 1967 B.R.G.S. recruited to the ranks of its staff 
another former pupil, Miss Olive Holt, well-known locally as one of the musical Holt 
family". Before being appointed as part-time music teacher, Miss Holt had already done 
yeoman service for a number of years with after-school-hours training of aspiring young 
musicians, notably the Junior Woodwind Group. 

A report in the "Squirrel" of 1968, when a public Music Concert was held in the 
Spring Term, tells us that "under the baton of Mr. Wild the orchestra has been greatly 
built up to a very good one for a school". In that year the Music Society, still in existence 
though fluctuating in size, set up a House Music Competition. This was to have been an 
annual event, but survived only for three or four years after its inception, despite the 
incentive of a cup, presented by Mrs. Culley on her retirement in 1968. 

The first formal Carol Concert took place at St. Mary's Church in Rawtenstall in 
1966, the proceeds being for the blind~ It started a glorious tradition of annual carol 
services or festivals of carols and readings, which have given enormous pleasure to vast 
congregations in the dark days of Rossendale's Decembers, particularly since 1970 when 
the first one was held in the school hall where they have been held ever since. Former 
students used to return regularly to sing in the beautiful arrangements of well-loved  
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carols, so that a really large mixed choir was available each year. 
School has been fortunate in Headmasters with a love of music, and Mr. Clark 

was no exception. There should be no shortage of recruits to a school orchestra when 
every first-year child learns to play an instrument. By 1969, when Mr. Clark assumed the 
headship, many primary school children already played recorders with considerable 
accomplishment. They were encouraged to continue, or to take up an alternative or 
additional instrument, whereas previously the work done in their earlier years might well 
have been wasted. At this very time when her expertise could so well have been used to 
bring on these young players, the school tragically lost Miss Olive Holt, who died at the 
end of 1969.. .Mrs. Collinson (appointed as Music teacher as Miss Firth in 1947) did the 
part-time work for a short period. From 1972 Mr. Dunkley gave some assistance with 
Music and, in 1975, Mr. James Hargreaves was appointed to the department, and Mrs. K. 
Greenhalgh also assisted. The promotion of Mr. Wild to a deputy headship in 1977 (when 
Mr. Harding retired) made such assistance all the more valuable and essential. 

Despite staffing fluctuations in the seventies, the school music continued to 
impress with its variety and strength. In 1972 a section of the school choir had joined the 
Lancashire Youth Choir. B.R.G.S. was continuing its tradition of excellent concerts and 
musical productions (to be dealt with in a later chapter). Another magnificent singing 
voice, that of Miss Christine Wylie, was added in 1973 to the strength of the choral work. 
A Sixth form madrigal group sang regularly, including on Speech Days, and the 
orchestra, at this time about thirty strong, was a force to be reckoned with. A highly 
successful musical concert was produced in 1976. 

Mr. J. Hargreaves left in 1979, and it was then decided that Mr. Wild's 
promotion to Deputy Head made it impossible for him to continue in sole charge of the 
Music Department. He was succeeded in 1979 by Mr. Barry Smart, although he has 
naturally continued to take a keen interest in the School's musical activities. In 1979 also 
Miss Cheffers came to the German department, and assisted with music for her short stay 
of two years. After her departure, the music she had taught was taken over by Mr. Smart's 
wife. 

Under Mr. Smart's aegis the well-established music department continued to 
thrive. The junior choir in particular increased in size and popularity. Both instrumental 
and vocal musicians entered with enthusiasm into the 1980's. At opposite ends of the 
scale, 1981 saw the formation of a Pop Group and of the "Chapel Choir", the latter "in an 
attempt to bring an air of reverence to the school" (thus a report in the "Squirrel" of 
1981). 

Outings to events of musical interest were still a regular occurrence and catered 
for a wide variety of tastes. For example, we read of a trip to Manchester in 1980 to see 
"Godspell", balanced by a music trip to Worcester, visiting Elgar's house and the 
Cathedral (1982) and the following year a visit to York with attendance at Evensong in 
the Minster. 

An annual Piano Festival was set up, with sections for beginners, intermediates 
and seniors. Instrumental music was in very good heart. There were twenty-two members 
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in the recorder-group. At Rossendale's "Young Musician of the Year" festival in 1985, 
B.R.G.S. pupils took five best-of-class awards, and the Young Musician of the Year and 
the runner-up were both pupils of the school (Christine Pemberton and Catherine Smith). 

By the time Mr. Smart left, to train for Church ministry, in July 1985, he had 
built up a Junior Choir, drawn from first to third years, of no fewer than seventy 
members. A resurgence of interest in vocal music may well have been inspired by the fact 
that, in default of straight plays, the music department produced a "musical" every year 
for five years in succession. School was happy, too, that amongst the talents disclosed by 
those productions were the excellent singing voices of Janet Lancaster and Alwyn 
Mellor. Both girls were transfers into the Lower Sixth from Fearns Secondary School. 
Both have since chosen to train professionally, and possibly neither would have been 
"discovered" had it not been for the initiative of the music department 

Mr. J.G~ Moon, who took over the department from Mr. Smart, had a sound 
foundation upon which to build and at once proceeded to do so. A Senior Choir is 
currently in existence again, and singing in public.  Already in 1987 a Spring musical 
production was eminently successful, and a summer concert of vocal and instrumental 
music equally so No-one it seems, needs fear for B.R.G.S. music, which is in splendid 
shape and in excellent hands. 
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CHAPTER X 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
(Societies, Excursions, Holidays, etc.) 

 
"Life was more than academic success... He heard with pleasure from the Headmaster's report the 
account of the many social activities afforded to the scholars. then they had to go out into the wider 
world and live and mix with other people, one thing that would help them enormously was the use 
they had made of the many and varied spheres of social activity carried on in the school." (From a 
summary, in the 1938 "Journal," of an address on Speech Day by County Alderman J.H.S. Aitken, 
Chairman of Lancashire Education Committee.) 

 
 
Regret was expressed by the boys transferring from Newchurch Grammar 

School in 1913 because the masters who came with them to the new school no longer 
joined in their football or cricket games in the school yard. The masters doubtless felt the 
necessity of standing on their dignity, at least for a while, as senior members of the new 
establishment. 

Possibly they were shy of the unusual female element which had been thrust 
upon them. If that were so, it was soon overcome. By 1916, when Mrs. Gwen Kay (nee 
Aspden) was in school, she was able to report that "Senior parties were arranged around 
Christmas time. They provided a splendid opportunity for staff to mingle with the pupils. 
Some game, if reluctant, teachers were taught the latest dance steps before the great 
event." She mentions that there were two parties, one for juniors, one for seniors. 

The holding of these parties seems to have been taken for granted, so that they 
are mentioned only scantily, if at all, in magazine reports. The "Journal" of January 1930, 
however, makes the interesting point that both parties took place on a Saturday (!!), the 
juniors starting early and going home early, leaving the seniors to enjoy their evening 
party. Presumably the staff were obliged to "enjoy" both. 

The tradition of Christmas parties not only continued but broadened until, by the 
post-second-war period, every age group had its party. Problems began when it was 
found well-nigh impossible to reconcile differing tastes within an age-group, particularly 
amongst younger pupils. The more sophisticated wanted to dance all the time, the more 
juvenile would have preferred party-games, and tended to spend the dancing-time haring 
about - this in spite of (to quote Mrs. Jean Tomlinson) "the valiant efforts of the P.E. staff 
to teach us simple old-time dances ... How the gym floor vibrated to the enthusiastic 
stamping during the St. Bernard Waltz!" 

There was a short period in the 1960's when a disillusioned staff decided to hold 
only a First-year party in future, the tendency being for older pupils to organise their own 
dances on various pretexts, often for a charity. However, the Christmas Spirit won, and 
gradually the parties crept back into the school's social calendar. 

In the 1950's the late Mr. Jack Bridge inaugurated Sports Dances to raise money 
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for necessary equipment. Unfortunates who might have been excellent goal-scorers or run 
getters had perforce to become champion ticket-sellers and social lights. These occasions 
were organised up to the hilt, all reluctant non-dancers chivvied on to the floor, and the 
whole company brought to rigid attention for the National Anthem at the end. Hardly the 
pattern of the modern disco! 

The Sixties saw the common-room dances to raise money to equip the Sixth-
form Common-room. "Groups" played for these, and the heavy beat of the music used to 
bring gate-crashers from far and wide, causing considerable problems. Later came the 
discos. with their flashing lights and deafening noise. The Hall has seen all the 
permutations and combinations, not to mention gyrations, of modern dancing and non-
dancing. A less sturdily-built erection might well have collapsed by now. 

To continue with activities in which both staff and pupils joined, and which still 
continue today, let us next think of camps and other holidays, perhaps involving more 
sacrifice on the part of teachers than any other, and certainly more responsibility. 

For a brief space of time, in the very early days, the school had a company of 
Girl Guides, led by Miss Mary Howard, who was, it may be remembered, in charge of the 
fast-disappearing Junior Department in those first years. Mrs. Gwen Kay and Mrs. E.M. 
Shuttleworth both remember being members of the company, the former recalling 
camping for two years running in Derbyshire, and the latter being a patrol-leader. 

The school Guide company must have ceased to exist when Miss Howard left, 
but Miss Marion Graham tells us that 'Another vivid memory was the holiday we had 
when Miss Wrigley took a party of girls to the Girls' Friendly Society and Guide Camp at 
Shap in the Lake District." That was in the summer holidays of 1930, and it was repeated 
the following year, by which time Miss Marion Wrigley had become Mrs. Whittaker. 
Further visits are mentioned in 1932 and 1937 and in 1938 there is a report of a small 
group of nine girls "and one mistress" ("The Journal" frequently withholds names) who, 
from their Shap base, made a half-day excursion to the Glasgow Exhibition. That was in 
August. Whitsuntide seems to have been a favourite camping-time, however, and in the 
same year there was a visit to Keswick by twenty-two fifth-form girls with "one 
mistress." 

In the "Journal" of 1947 ("Headmaster's Outline of the War Years") Mr. Holden 
reports: "At Whitsuntide 1939, school parties went to Switzerland, Arnside and the 
Yorkshire Dales. At Summer, holidays were spent at Shap and Heptonstall." Mrs. 
Kathleen Gowers remembers that "Miss Greenwood offered to take a group of girls to 
Shibden Hall, near Halifax for four days." Miss Allen also accompanied the group. 

The same "Journal" reports that "a party of fifty-three girls and two staff spent a 
fortnight at a fruit-picking camp in Blairgowne, Perthshire." That was in 1946, but there 
were two further visits in 1947 and 1948, and two later ones in 1952 and 1955. Mrs. 
Janice Lee (flee Airey) remembers "A somewhat primitive holiday, by modem standards, 
spent near Blairgowne picking raspberries. Lovely weather, back-breaking work, old tin 
baths filled with lukewarm, greasy water serving as washing-up sinks." 

Those were the years of fairly strict segregation, before more enlightened days 
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brought mixed camps (with, of course, still greater responsibility for staff and the 
absolute necessity of mixed staffing). Boys' camps were a regular feature of school life 
from early days, so it is pleasing to think that the girls had, from time to time, the 
opportunity to emulate their male counterparts. 

The earliest "Journal" (December 1926) speaks of a mysterious band styled "The 
Nomads": seven of them appear to have toured Europe by car, camping. One assumes 
that the party included at least one master (probably Mr. Anstey) and some senior boys, 
but the "no-names-no-packdrill" policy of the "Journal" persists throughout. In 1927 it 
was a motor tour of Italy, Austria and Germany, in 1928 the Riviera and three days in 
Paris. Was age overtaking them in 1929? They visited the battlefields of France, then 
went to Switzerland, but they stayed in hotels this time. Less adventurous in 1930, they 
toured England and Wales, and by the following year, alas, they are static, camping in 
Wales. After that they are heard of no more. 

Apart from this elite group who actually boasted transport in days when not 
many people had it, lesser fry could still enjoy group holidays. We hear of a boys' camp 
at Grassmere in 1926, repeated at Whit in 1928 - twenty-nine boys accompanied by 
Messrs. Anstey, Ebden and Dixon, plus a French Assistant. It was the same venue in 
1929, but 1930 brought a change of site to Betws-y-Coed. It was this camp that Mr. 
Harry Pilling, a pupil from 1926-1933, recalls with obvious appreciation: "From here in 
1930 I climbed my first mountain (Snowdon), saw my first wild fox, and for the first and 
only time, saw glow-worms glowing!" 

There were at least two more camps at Betws-y-Coed, and others at Chepstow, 
then Sleights, near Whitby, seems to have been selected, and the 1937 and 38 camps took 
place there. 

The Second World War brought camps of a different sort. “For four years", the 
1947 "Journal" tells us, "from 1942 to 1945, the school held a farming camp at Halton in 
Cheshire. Over the four years, 145 boys were in camp for periods ranging from one to six 
weeks." A racy account of the Halton camp (mainly for potato-picking) was contributed 
to the "Anthology" of 1973 by Dr. John Metcalfe, a pupil from 1938 to 1945. "The sole 
qualification to attend," he says "was to be a male of 15 or more years, though the cynics 
said it was also necessary to be stronger in the back than in the head ... Not only was Cliff 
Howard responsible for us, but he worked with us, and was paid precisely nothing 

We were fit and hard and happy. Can one ask more of a holiday? Only this   that 
in a moment of rare weakness Mr. Astbury (the farmer) confessed to Mr. Howard that he 
had never had better casual labourers." 

An equally enthusiastic and even more detailed account of camp life was sent by 
the late Mr. James Popple, resident in Canada. He was involved, too, in the Air Training 
Corps activities, also in the hands of the indefatigable and ubiquitous Mr. Cliff Howard, 
later assisted by Mr. Parry. "Flying-Officer C.S. Howard," writes Mr. Popple, "taught 
navigation, aircraft recognition and meteorology on most Sundays. Pilot-Officer P.J. 
Parry, the music teacher, was second-in-command. One or both interspersed those classes 
with games, more formal P.E., and much "square-bashing" on the newly-surfaced upper 
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yard. 
"Some weekends, they accompanied school A.T.C. cadets to selected military 

establishments ... also a now forgotten airfield where ... most of us had our first flight ... 
On two consecutive Easter holidays, cadets spent a week at Millom ... A number of 
absorbing activities culminated in a flight of longer duration ... The learning experiences 
of those years in the A.T.C. stood many of us in good stead later." 

So much for camps in the earlier days. Somewhat more sophisticated school 
holidays were also undertaken. At Easter 1934 a party of nine pupils and one teacher (all 
unidentified!) went on a school cruise on the S.S. Doric to the Mediterranean. At 
Whitsuntide, 1937, an unspecified number of girls, accompanied by two mistresses, went 
touring in Belgium. 

During the summer holidays of 1953 a mixed Sixth-form party, escorted by four 
adults, three of them members of staff, went to Brittany and spent about ten days in 
Dinan, staying in a school and visiting various places of interest, including Mont 5-
Michel. The following year another mixed Sixth-form party, escorted again by four staff, 
travelled to Germany via Rotterdam and toured the Rhineland. Mr. Humpston and his 
future wife, Miss Doreen Newall, both members of the French department, were involved 
in both these trips, which seem to have been greatly enjoyed. 

In 1957 Italy was the objective. Again it was a mixed party of Sixth-formers, 
this time with three staff, who spent a holiday in Stresa and visited various places of 
interest including Milan. Miss C.M. Dracup was one of the accompanying staff, and she 
it was who, together with Miss Dorothy Chadwick and Mr. J.B. Law, escorted a mixed 
party   and not just Sixth-formers this time - to Austria in 1960. 

It was that Austrian holiday which drew the following (much-curtailed) account 
from Mr. John C. Greenwood, now a member of staff, but then one of the party. If any 
staff-member doubts the appreciation of pupils on such occasions, comments like these 
may dispel their misgivings. "Somehow the money was found, and I was going abroad 
for the first time. We travelled overnight (from Ostend), the compartment in the train 
converting into six bunk beds. We stopped at one or two stations and found that people 
did speak these strange languages we had heard about in school! ... The hotel at 
Drobbolach was clean and the dining-room large and pleasant. The food was different 
from anything I had ever had before, but I made a fair go at it: I was always prepared to 
try something different 

"We had excursions to Venice, where we visited a glass factory ... were shown 
round St. Mark's Cathedral and saw the famous Bridge of Sighs. We visited 
Hochausterwitz Castle ... inspiration for Snow White's castle in the film. 

"I shall always be grateful to the staff who took me. Perhaps that is why I have 
spent quite a number of years helping to run school holidays abroad. Maybe some of the 
children will get as much out of it as I did." 

The year 1962 saw two parties leave for the continent, one to Montreux 
(Switzerland) at Whitsuntide, the other to Maderno (north Italy) in the summer holidays. 
The travel scene was even further broadened in 1963, when there were pupils travelling 
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to Austria, to Germany and (albeit a very small party indeed) to Spain. 
If foreign travel broadens the mind, as one hopes it does, it can certainly achieve 

other ends as well. In summer 1964 a venturesome party of sixteen, with two staff, spent 
fifteen days visiting Poland, Czechoslovakia, Berlin and Vienna. The report in the 
"Squirrel" ends - "This was not a holiday for the weak-hearted ... nevertheless, every 
minute was enjoyed. But it all pointed to one thing - what a great place England is to live 
in!" 

The advent of Mr. Ernest Rees in 1965 brought the setting-up of the school 
exchanges with Solingen, and the first exchange visit took place in Spring 1966. The 
following year, in addition to the Solingen trip, Miss Harrison (later to be Mrs. Wenter) 
took a party to Switzerland after Christmas for winter sports. 

1968 brought a resurgence of enthusiasm for camping. A second Mr. Phillips 
(Mr. Geoffrey Phillips) had joined the Chemistry Staff in 1967 and proved to be a keen 
"outdoor type." He organised, in summer 1968, a school camp at Appersett which was to 
be the first of many, as long as they could be adequately staffed. (These were mixed 
camps.) 

In addition to the regular school camps at Appersett and regular trips to Solingen 
throughout the seventies, other holidays were arranged by enterprising and energetic 
staff. A party went youth-hostelling in the Isle of Man with Mrs. Richmond in 1970. Mr. 
Timperley took a party to Brittany in the Whitsuntide holiday of 1974, and in the summer 
of the same year he and Mr. Greenwood organised a trip to Yugoslavia. Since then this 
indefatigable pair, aided by other enthusiastic colleagues, have regularly taken parties 
abroad, mostly to Belgium. 

The mid-seventies saw the beginning of a period of annual visits by first-year 
pupils to the Spartan conditions of the Whitehough Camp School at Barley, near Burnley. 
From magazine reports, these young pupils appear to have enjoyed the week's 
experience: whether the same could be said of accompanying staff is another matter! 

When Mr. R. Collinge assumed the Headship of the French Department he soon 
set about organising a link with a French school similar to that of Solingen, and parties of 
pupils to Bonneville soon became a regular feature of the school calendar, with return 
visits by their French counterparts. Other continental holidays have been made by parties 
going skiing in Italy and in Austria. Recently, too, senior pupils have visited the Outdoor 
Pursuits Centre at Longsleddale, near Kendal. 

From the above, necessarily brief, account it can readily be judged how many 
teachers have been willing to give up vast amounts of time to organise and accompany 
such excursions. Those, however, are only some of the varied activities undertaken by 
staff and pupils. Perhaps they are more spectacular than the shorter trips, but many of the 
latter are undertaken for purely educational purposes, repeatedly over a very long period 
of time. Let us return to the early days. 

The "Journals" of 1926-1938 give a comprehensive survey of the excursions to 
places of interest, mostly in the fairly near vicinity. Many of the outings were connected 
with history, and the parties were escorted by Miss M. Wrigley (Mrs. Whittaker) and 
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Miss M. Moore. Regrettably, too, many of the factories mentioned are now no more, but 
we read of visits, in 1927, to Hall i' th' Wood and Towneley, and in 1931 to Salmesbury, 
Whalley and Ribchester. "Moorlands" (now, of course, the Rossendale General Hospital, 
but in those days a workhouse-type institution) was visited as an example of social 
history. In 1932 the first-year pupils were taken to the Egyptian Museum at Manchester 
University and that, too, became a regular outing. 

The last pre-war "Journal" (1938) speaks of visits to local works and other 
places of interest. In the Easter holidays (!) Mrs. Whittaker took Lower 6 Arts girls to 
places of interest in Bury. "Mrs. Whittaker kindly invited us to tea, after which we visited 
her poultry-farm." 

Even if such expeditions were perforce suspended during the war, they were 
resumed as soon as possible, and in the 1940's we read reports of visits to Hall i' th' 
Wood. to York, and, nearer home, to Bolton Museum, Moorlands, and to David 
Whitehead's amongst other local factories. These ''history-based'' trips have never ceased 
throughout the years. though the destinations may have changed to some extent. As 
coach-travel became more widespread, journeys became longer. The Sixth in particular 
looked forward to such excursions as to Levens and Holker Halls, and even the 
occasional trip to London. (In 1973, for example, historians visited the House of 
Commons and Mr. Chadwick has more recently taken parties to the capital.) 

Visits to London were not associated with History alone, but were made for 
various cultural purposes with fair regularity. Shortly after World War 2, the "Journal" of 
1947 records that a party of Sixth-form boys spent a week in the capital with Mr. Duthie. 
An earlier and much more special visit is recorded when, in 1936, three Sixth formers 
represented the school at a Youth Rally in the Albert Hall, and an Empire Service of 
Youth at Westminster Abbey. Another 'special" London occasion is recalled by Mrs. Jean 
Tomlinson: “In 1951 a party of us stayed in Stokenchurch at a camp school so that we 
could visit the Festival of Britain Exhibition. I still remember the Skylon, the Dome of 
Discovery, a boat-trip on the Thames and a great deal of fun.” 

The usual one-day visits to London are of necessity somewhat rushed affairs, the 
organisers trying to fit in the maximum amount of worthwhile sight-seeing. Probably the 
most frequent visitors have been the students of Art, under the aegis of Mr. Cawthorne, 
mainly to explore the Tate and National Galleries. However. useful co-ordination has 
allowed expeditions to be shared, for example Home Economics students have visited the 
Design Centre, historians the Houses of Parliament. 

Throughout the lifetime of the school, pupils have been most fortunate in having 
successive teachers willing to organise and escort parties to places of interest of all sorts. 
Perhaps the greatest undertaking, and one which seems to have left a deep impression on 
the minds of all those involved, was the virtually complete exodus of school and staff to 
witness the total eclipse of the sun in 1927. Miss Dorothy Moore (''Big D.") writing for 
the 'Anthology," describes how "Mr. Holden engaged a train to take us to Southport. and 
practically the whole school went - about four hundred of us in those days. We set oft 
about 11 p.m. the night before, travelled to Southport, and then on to the sands. The 
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eclipse was about 4 a.m. and we all waited for the sun to rise. Then, as the eclipse started, 
and the sun began to darken, an eerie and unnatural silence settled on us all, as we 
watched the phenomenon through smoked glass ... We had breakfast in one of the 
Southport schools and then dispersed to enjoy ourselves ... It was fun to see Mr. Holden 
enjoying the Big Dipper and the Water Chute!" 

Mrs. Mary Holt (nee Taylor) recalls a boat trip made that day when, "while 
changing seats and holding the boat still, one poor girl stepped into the water up to her 
waist.'' But of course there had to be a more serious side: Mr. Harry Clegg tells us that 
"We wrote a project book on it which I still have." 

It has already been pointed out that transport was less available in earlier days. 
Visits to places of interest in the 1920's were far more restricted than they are today. We 
read in the Journals" of visits to the Gasworks at Cloughfold and Manchester Art Gallery. 
The 1934 'Journal" mentions a visit by the Sixth-form Science Society to Mr. Reader's 
house to see television in operation'' ! The Scientists were stirring in the thirties: one 
group travelled to Manchester to see a Biology film, and there was a well-escorted 
Botany excursion (two pupils and two staff!) to Arnside at Whitsuntide, 1936. The 
electricity generating station at Hareholme was a nearer objective, as was (amazingly!) 
Glen Top Brewery 

After the war, full-scale activities were very soon resumed, and the last few 
'Journals" (1947-50) mention local destinations and journeys farther afield e.g. a Botany 
excursion, in 1950, to Malham, to a cattle-breeding station, and to Whalley. Ingleton, too. 
was a favourite place, whether from a geographical or botanical standpoint, or merely as 
good walking-country. 

Mrs. Sheila Hope (nee Cropper) recalls a form outing to look over Hill Top 
Colliery, where her father worked. In 1956 or 57, escorted by Mr. A.B. Finlay, their 
form-teacher, complete with pit-helmets and protective clothing, they explored the pit. (''I 
certainly wouldn't do it today." she adds.) 

The 1950's saw a widening of the sphere of visits. Local interest continued, and 
included two visits to council meetings and one to the ''Northern Daily Telegraph'' 
headquarters in Blackburn. In those days the school always had Ascension Day as a 
holiday, and it had become an established tradition for a long communal walk to take 
place on that day. Mrs. Ebden and Mr. Digby were certainly two of the staff responsible 
for setting up the tradition, which presumably continued, in one form or another. until the 
holiday was abolished. The walk was designed to take in places of interest, as well as of 
natural beauty. within a reasonable radius. 

Students who enjoyed the great outdoors were fortunate in the middle and late 
1950's in that a considerable number of staff shared their tastes and were willing to 
organise excursions not only in school time but during holidays as well. "Squirrel" 1957 
speaks of an Easter ramble to Hardcastle Crags, in addition to two full-day Sixth-form 
Botany rambles. Bolton Museum was a point of interest for botanists and zoologists. 
Now that the technical department was under way, we read of Messrs. Fielden and Whipp 
taking parties to local engineering works. It must, of course, be remembered that for 
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decades the pupils remained at school when public examinations were over, and some of 
the excursions to places of interest occurred in the "off-peak'' period between end of 
exams and end of term (not always an easy gap to fill!) 

The list, therefore. grows. The more familiar names   Whalley, Malham, 
Clitheroe are joined by Bourneville, Stratford and York. An Art trip went to Temple 
Newsam, Ripon and Fountains Abbey. Now it was the 1960's. We read of an Easter 
holiday trip to the Wedgewood works, a visit to the Henry Moore exhibition at Wakefield 
Art Gallery, a Biology trip to Ainsdale. 

As has already been noted, Mr. Geoff. Phillips did not merely succeed Mr. 
Ormerod as Head of Chemistry. He was yet another of the "great outdoors" school of 
thought, and from his advent date a great many developments. Together with Messrs. 
Wild and Fuller he set up an interest in climbing and caving. He was responsible for 
acquiring for the school a "foothold" at the William Hulme School's camp-site at 
Appersett, and thus introduced to the splendour of the Yorkshire Dales many a child who 
might otherwise never have known them. 

It is a measure of the enthusiasm of staff and pupils alike that such constant 
effort has been made, over the years, to keep in touch with the world beyond, sometimes 
none too easy of access, especially in hard weather. In no sphere is this enthusiasm more 
marked than in the realm of drama. The English department has been most fortunate in 
having teachers ready to organise visits to theatres in Manchester and other towns, 
frequently to enable pupils to see enacted plays which were set texts for examinations, 
occasionally to watch a performance of a play intended for a school production. 

As with other excursions mentioned earlier in this chapter, visits to the theatre 
were relatively few in pre-war days. We read of a trip to Manchester in 1928 to see 
"Hansel and Gretel" at the Opera House. Far more closely linked with work was a Sixth-
form expedition to see "Barbier de Seville" at Bolton School in 1932, and probably also 
the visit to "Twelfth Night" in Manchester. Doubtless there were other such excursions 
which remained unrecorded, but certainly they were sparse by comparison with today's 
frequency. 

The 1947 "Journal" alone mentions five theatre visits, taking in towns as near as 
Haslingden but as distant as Huddersfield. Mrs. Ebden was responsible for four visits in 
1948, whilst the 1949 magazine reports trips to three theatre and two ballet performances. 
The last "Journal" (1950) records seven theatre visits. Obviously they were making up for 
lost time in those post-war years. 

After a magazine-less spell, the new "Squirrel" (1953~ makes only brief mention 
of the intervening years, but apparently two French plays (again probably set texts) were 
seen in that year, and the following year brought a feast of Shakespeare, with 
"Pygmalion" thrown in. The pattern was set: in fact, it may be safely supposed that 
theatre visits, by the end of the fifties, were becoming fairly commonplace, and many 
were probably not even mentioned. Yet everybody knows what benefits accrue from 
seeing a well-acted version of a play hitherto merely studied from a text read in a 
classroom. So, year by year, the Sixth see their French plays performed, the Fifths and 
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Sixth English students their "Othello", "King Lear,'' ''Henry V'' - the list is endless. 
Not only is it set texts, however: besides five theatre visits, "Squirrel" 1959 

reports three visits to the opera - probably a new experience for many. A couple of years 
later came the d'Oyley Carte company, and two visits to their productions swelled a 
massive schedule in 1962. Recorded or unrecorded, the visits continued. The number 
would naturally depend on what was available. In 1972, for example, more than a dozen 
theatre excursions took place. 

Recent years have brought a widening of theatrical offerings: in 1980 we hear of 
First Years visiting a ballet performance in Blackpool, then "Squirrel" 1981 reports a 
First Year visit to "Godspell." In "Squirrel" 1983 Mr. R.G. Phillips, Head of English 
comments: "We have had the great good fortune to benefit from the renaissance which 
has made Manchester into probably the principal centre for theatre-goers outside London 
- and from the wisdom of North-West Arts which offers us generous transport subsidies." 
The same magazine reports on seven theatre visits, and the next one eight. 

It may reasonably be supposed that there can scarcely be a single child in the 
school who has not had at least the opportunity of two or three theatre visits in the course 
of a school career. For a district regarded by many outsiders as "off the map," that says a 
great deal for the dedication of the staff concerned. 

A strong link existed for many years between the school and the University of 
Manchester, since the majority of those aspiring to University at all would expect, at one 
time, to attend the nearest one. The custom grew, and was long maintained, of annual 
visits to Manchester University by Sixth-form pupils who would be shown over parts of 
the University and would hear lectures on certain aspects of study. The pre-second-war 
"Journals" mention the Sixth-form visit each year, and, if the visits were suspended 
during the war years, they were obviously renewed once peace came, and included a 
three-day classical conference at Hulme Hall in 1948. 

Now that students expect and are expected to attend universities anywhere in the 
country, the local link is naturally not so strong, but in early years the University seems to 
have had a kind of missionary zeal, sending out lecturers to speak on various educational 
topics at schools which, presumably, found it difficult to dispatch parties to Manchester. 
So, whereas Mahomet went occasionally to the mountain, the mountain did from time to 
time come to Mahomet. Nor were the University lectures, often for Sixth-formers, the 
only fare provided. A lecture on "The Sun" in November 1926 was doubtless given to 
prepare the school for its great expedition to watch the eclipse the following summer. In 
1927 a lecture on Russia was aimed at all except the First Year. One hopes that such an 
exemption applied equally to "Problems of Modem China" (1929.) The Fifths and Sixth 
only attended "The Growth of the English House" (1930) but the whole school was 
entertained by "Lancashire Birds and Animals." This lecture, in December 1930, was 
illustrated by use of the newly-acquired epidiascope (a great step forward in visual aids at 
that time, but no doubt much looked down on in these days of high technology!) 

Some of the lectures were probably given by members of the school staff, but 
the "Journal," as we have already seen, was extremely reticent about identities. It may 
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have been the English department who produced, in 1933, a lecture, with slides, on 
Chaucer and the Canterbury Pilgrims, and another on Shakespeare in 1934. To enumerate 
the wide variety of such events in the 1930's would take endless pages and become 
repetitive. We are certain of the identity of one lecturer: "Liquid Air" was Mr. E.H. 
Holden's speciality, and was addressed, every so often, to the whole school assembled. 
Another whose name is disclosed (even in our secretive "Journal"!) is the Rev. Dr. 
Courtenay Weeks, who gave a series of lectures in the 1930's on the effects of alcohol on 
the body and brain. 

There seems to have been a genuine effort to offer a wide variety of experience 
to pupils at a time when the information brought to them would otherwise have been hard 
to come by. Now that television is in virtually every home and travel much easier, young 
people with sufficient interest can readily find out for themselves, and many prefer to do 
so, rather than to sit passively listening. Far fewer lectures have been recorded in the last 
three decades, but worthy of mention are a lecture on the Mount Everest Expedition of 
1953 and a visit in 1964 by Mr. Gideon Thomas to talk to the Sixth about the National 
Theatre. 

The "Squirrel" points out proudly that 'A former pupil, Harry Lomax, is a 
member of the company, based at the Old Vie. Theatre, London." 

Drama had always been a feature of the school's activities, and is nurtured from 
an early age. It must be remembered that what School knew, in the 1940's, as the Fourth-
form Drama Competition was of course a competition for Third-year pupils (since the 
forms were then still known as Lower Thirds, Upper Thirds, Fourths.) The post-war 
"Journals" record the annual occurrence of the competition, consisting usually of one-act 
plays which had to be chosen, produced and acted by each form with little or no 
assistance. The following comment from the first "Squirrel" (1953) sums up the aim of 
the competition: "There is no doubt that this competition is worthwhile. Not only does it 
teach the rudiments of acting and production, but it stimulates team spirit. Virtually every 
member of the form has the opportunity to contribute in some way to the production." 

The competition took a good deal of organising, as each form had its allocation 
of rehearsals on the stage. It was a regular experience on Spring Term evenings to hear a 
harassed young producer, standing at the back of the hall, desperately yelling "SHOUT! I 
can't hear you!" whereupon the resultant bawling blasted all the weird acoustics and made 
the words even less audible. 

Such rehearsals are called to mind by Mr. David Baldry: "The one-act play 
competitions ... were very enjoyable and helped one to learn to be organised, adult and 
responsible. Having written that, I remember a noisy interlude during an after-school 
rehearsal, followed by an irate Senior Mistress storming from her room to inform us that 
she was acquainted with "The Dear Departed" and ... it did NOT include a mouth-organ!" 

An experimental introduction, in 1960, of a Fifth-form drama competition as 
well as the other seems to have been abandoned, but Third and Fourth years took part. 
"Squirrel" 1955 mentions the "usual custom of allowing winners to present their play 
before the whole school," but as the competition became well-established and some really 
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talented young actors emerged, ~n even greater (though more nerve-racking!) incentive 
was offered, and 1960 saw the first public performance of winning plays and runners-up 
in the two age-groups concerned. 

National events naturally had their repercussions in school. The Coronation of 
1937 was celebrated with games and tea in the Hall, Some similar arrangement took 
place in 1953 in recognition of our present Queen's accession. Less joyful occasions, 
General Elections, suggested emulation in the shape of mock elections  of some 
educational value, and perhaps all the more nowadays, since some Senior pupils are 
already old enough to vote, Carefully organised and supervised, the elections gave a fair 
imitation of the real thing. One was held in 1950 under the auspices of the Historical and 
Geographical Society, but in 1955 there was a full-scale one involving the whole school, 
and similar ones took place in 1959, 1964, 1966 and so on almost every time there was a 
General Election. 

The enormous number of societies which have been set up at B.R.G.S. would 
occupy a volume on their own, Writing for "Squirrel" 1973, Mr, Clark observed: "Clubs 
come and go according to the enthusiasms of staff and pupils and, as a result, some of the 
academic and more esoteric societies fall on hard times, but others flourish." 

One is tempted to divide clubs into "serious" and "non-serious," but that would 
be hardly fair. What may appear to some a mere whim may be of major importance to 
others. Let us consider the societies that have been set up over the years in three rather 
arbitrary groups, beginning with those directly connected with particular departments or 
subjects. The History Society was instituted by the Upper and Lower Sixth Arts in March 
1928, and has the stamp of healthy continuity so typical of the History Department! The 
early "Journals" tell of regular meetings, mostly to hear "papers" by individual pupils on 
a variety of topics. In 1930 it became affiliated to Bury History Society to enable pupils 
to attend that body's lectures. It was not all work, however: the magazine reports tell of 
fancy-dress tea-parties, and eventually a junior branch was formed for the benefit of 
younger pupils. 

After the second war, at the end of 1946, a merger formed the Historical and 
Geographical Society, which flourished for about a quarter of a century. One is somewhat 
chastened to read a report (in "Squirrel" 1953) on one of the society's meetings: " 'The 
History of Newchurch Grammar School' was the first lecture to be given ... This meeting 
was not particularly well attended, as the subject did not have such a wide appeal." (Oh 
dear!) 

Mr. K. Holgate's very successful Lecture Society, set up in 1972, to some extent 
replaced this society for five years. In 1977 the History Club began, to be followed in 
1980 by the Geography Society, thus keeping an almost unbroken chain of activity for 
the two departments. 

Understandably, since it has so much variety to offer, the Art Department has 
regularly featured in extra-curricular activity. Known first as the Art Guild, then the 
Society of Art, the Art Club (to use its most recent title) has existed since May 1931. Its 
reports in the early "Journals" tell of work related to annual productions - scenery, 
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costumes and make-up. More emancipated by 1938, members had three epidiascope 
lectures and a puppet-show, the last being so well received that it was repeated. 

The Art Club's report in ''Squirrel'' 1953 suggests a wealth of different interests -
leatherwork, fabric-painting, basketwork, pottery and lino-cutting. Oil-painting, etching 
and marquetry were on offer at other times. Again, it was a question of fluctuating 
enthusiasm and coming and going of staff. Pottery increased in popularity after the school 
had acquired, in the early sixties, both a new electric wheel and an electric kiln, 
Surprisingly, reports on the club in the magazines seem to tail off, but one feels it is far 
more likely to show lack of interest in writing than loss of enthusiasm for Art. 

A school which has always leaned towards Science might well be expected to 
have a flourishing Science Society. In fact, the society does not figure until a mention in 
the "Journal" in 1932, when it is said to have been "resuscitated." It reappears, after the 
war, in 1948. It seems to have retained its popularity, particularly with demonstration of 
unusual and spectacular experiments, throughout the pre-war years, and then in the post-
war period until the mid-sixties, when it appears to have petered out. We read, in the 
1965 "Squirrel", of a meeting where a panel from different universities was present to 
answer questions, but these promising conditions drew a very sparse audience. 

Societies connected with English have existed, off and on, throughout the 
school's existence. The English Society as such, however, seems to have come into being 
in 1950, and is regularly mentioned from then until well into the nineteen-sixties. In 1964 
it absorbed the Debating Society (or was it absorbed by it? The latter society seems to 
have continued after the English Society ceased to be!) The English Department has, for 
a number of years, run a reading competition with prizes for different age-groups. 

Such an attempt was made by the French Department in 1954, but the 
competition lasted only about three years before being abandoned owing to lack of 
interest. A short-lived Modem Language Society reared a tentative head in the 1940's but 
soon crawled back under its stone. The "Cerde francais" was formed in 1961 and had a 
brief flurry of activity, fraternising with a similar organisation at Haslingden. The 1981 
"Squirrel" tells us of a new Linguists' Club. Its report, written in four different languages, 
impresses: but is it a lasting impression? We hear of it no more. 

 
One of the most recent "work-related" clubs is the Woodwork Club, set up in 

1981 by Mr. Tony Edwards. 
The second group of societies in this rough division consists of those loosely but 

not directly connected with school subjects. These are numerous, and most will be dealt 
with briefly. We saw that the English Society was said to have "absorbed the Debating 
Society," but the latter existed earlier than the former. We read in the 1927 "Journal" that 
the Debating Society had been revived, and it held regular debates, serious or otherwise, 
at least until the outbreak of war. It was resumed after the war, then appears to have 
lapsed: 

probably the English Society fulfilled its functions. In 1956 the ever-eager Mr. 
E.J. Williams rescued it from oblivion and in 1957 actually endowed it with a mace, 
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which was greatly prized. Its fortunes have fluctuated considerably, but on the whole it 
was one of the more permanent and successful societies. 

A Sixth-form Poetry Society had a very brief existence in 1949-50. A Drama 
Group, newly formed at the end of 1962, also had a fairly short life, but was re-formed in 
1981. One imagines this to be a successor of the Play-reading Group, affiliated to the 
Debating Society in the 1940's. 

Associated with Religious Education are, naturally, the old Theological Society 
of the forties and fifties, which Mr. E. Hartley remoulded into a branch of the Student 
Christian Movement (1955.) Numbers here were not astronomical, but enthusiasm was 
plentiful. Under various names (the Christian Union in 1967, the Juniors now known as 
"Ichthus") the S.C.M. and its successors have continued unfalteringly through to the 
present day, fortunate in having leaders of the calibre of Miss H.A. Pretty, Mr. J. Maiden 
and Mr. C. Payne. 

Connected with Geography, Mr. Harding started a Meteorological Society 
which ran a small weather station in the early 1970's. Given our particular weather, 
enthusiasm is bound to be quickly damped. More recently a Geology Club has been 
started. Mr. Clark's well-known interest in America led to the setting-up of the Columbia 
Society early in this decade. It has not survived. 

One wonders, too, about the survival of one of the longest-running clubs the 
school has ever known. When Mr. Eric Ward retired in 1982 he must surely have 
established a record. Has any other member of B. R. G.S. staff ever given thirty-four 
years to an extracurricular activity? Mr. Ward was appointed to the Staff in 1948, and his 
Bird-Watching Society came into being in April 1949. "The aims of the society", says the 
"Journal", "are to learn to identify birds and to build up a record of the birds of 
Rossendale. Later it is hoped that special studies will be made, such as the distribution of 
certain species in the Rossendale area." 

These aims were more than achieved. There were regular rambles locally on 
summer evenings, trips further afield at week-ends to such areas as the Ribble estuary. In 
1951 the school won the Lancashire County Shield in the Bird and Tree Competition. In 
1955 the society was working on dawn and dusk birdsong for a national survey. There 
was enough enthusiasm to carry the society over the period when Mr. Ward was away ill: 

Mr. Copley's younger son Malcolm took charge. 
"Squirrel" 1963 points out that the Society has participated in research 

programmes organised by national bodies such as the British Trust for Ornithology. It 
observes: 

"'Rossendale Bird Notes,' produced annually, has been accepted as part of the 
ornithological literature of Lancashire, and has been mentioned in an article by K. G. 
Spenser in 'The North-West Naturalists' Handbook.' " In 1965 the Society was doing a 
weekly series of wildfowl counts for the Severn Wildfowl Trust. 

Writing himself for "Squirrel" 1979, Mr. Ward points out that the society is 
thirty years old that year, and that he is occasionally accompanied on rambles by second-
generation enthusiasts - ex-pupils who are now parents of pupil-members of the society! 
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One can only hope that such long-standing interest will enable the society to survive. 
Linked to History, the Council for Education in World Citizenship was active 

from its formation in 1952 until the end of that decade. The Home Economics department 
has from time to time, since 1954, run a Cookery Club for (originally Sixth-form) boys, 
which was usually popular and successful. Now that boys are given a chance, lower down 
the school, to learn the basics of domestic science, such a club is clearly far less 
necessary. The Physical Education Department was briefly involved, in the late 1950's, 
with a Folk-Dancing Society. Originally set up by Mr. Pettinger, it was enthusiastically 
entered into by Miss B. Goulding when she took over the girls' P.E. and included some 
national dances. 

Most of the "purely-hobby" type of societies have been short-lived. Notable 
exceptions are the Magic Circle and the Chess Club. Mr. Austin Whipp was involved in 
the first one as a pupil, then took it up again when he arrived on the staff in 1955. It 
lapsed in the 1960's but was re-formed in 1979 and appears to have flourished since then. 
Chess has had its ups and downs, being at its peak in the 1950's, when the senior team 
was winning most of its matches and the club had a junior section showing great interest. 
The seniors w6n the Lancashire Schools' Trophy twice running, and in 1964 there were 
even House matches played! However, in 1972 we read that the chess team had 
withdrawn from the Schools' League. Will there be a resurrection? 

Exclusively Sixth-form clubs - bridge club, motor-club, magazine-club, 
rambling club, photography club - were short-lived in the fifties and sixties. For a short 
time, in 1979, a bookshop was set up in the hall at lunch-times, and far more recently, in 
1987, as a "mini-enterprise scheme," a group of pupils sold stationery in the Hall under 
the auspices of Mr. Archer, the careers master. 

A stamp club existed, first as part of an International Club set up in 1953, then 
as a branch of a Hobbies Society, then on its own, but the whole venture seems to have 
lasted only about five years. A cycling club also enjoyed a very brief life 1948   1950. An 
attempt to re-introduce it in 1957 seems to have failed. Rossendale's hills are not really 
conducive to cycling unless one is a superman or a masochist! 

Mr. Howe's brief stay at B.R.G.S. brought the formation of the Wargames and 
Tolkien Societies, which continued under the leadership of Mrs. Ashworth after he left. 
Other recent additions are the Astronomy, Aircraft and Transport Societies. 

The Climbing and Caving Society, founded in 1968, continues to attract the 
more adventurous spirits. All the above activities have depended to a large extent on the 
interest and willingness of staff. It is widely known that for some years difficulties have 
beset schools with regard to extra-curricular activities. and some have been suspended. It 
is reassuring to read, in the editorial of the 1987 'Squirrel'', that ''the school year has seen 
the resumption of many clubs and societies and, as staff have given of their own time, so 
pupils have given of themselves and, through their efforts, with collection, fetes and 
sponsored walks, to name but a few, have helped many people," 

That comment brings us to something which is hardly a club or society   namely 
the School Charities Committee. This came formally into existence under Mr. Clark's 
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aegis in September 1970, but it must by no means be imagined that the school had waited 
until then before taking any action! Certain charities had, of course, always received a 
regular contribution, for example the Haig Poppy Fund each November, but other claims 
were frequently made. It became a yearly tradition to try to ensure that needy families in 
the area had a better Christmas than they might have expected. Originally each form was 
allocated a family (nameless, of course) with number, age and sex of children specified, 
so that suitable clothes and toys, as well as food, could be supplied. Inevitably this led to 
some inequality, some forms being much larger (or much more generous!) than others. 
After a while the system was changed: the goods were sent to a distribution centre where 
social workers, familiar with local needs, took care of the distribution. Nowadays food 
only is brought but the custom still goes on. Pupils concerned with community service 
are now involved in the distribution. 

In December 1928 the school answered an appeal for toys and clothing for 
miners children. ''Squirrel'' 1957 speaks of a collection of £38. 15s. for the Hungarian 
relief fund. 1960 was World Refugee Year, and the B.R.G.S. contribution to that included 
proceeds from a Sponsored Bed-Push to Blackpool in May! 

In another connection, in an earlier chapter, mention has already been made of 
the Sixth Form Christmas fete, originated by John S, Leach in 1963. That has become an 
institution and from a relatively small beginning has become one of the biggest fund-
raisers in school. As we saw, it started as a means of providing Christmas cheer for a 
group of children. Nowadays it is the chief source of finance for a Christmas party for the 
elderly which has likewise become an annual event. After lavish provision has been 
made, any remaining money goes to deserving charities such as the Lifeboat Fund. 

Mrs, Anne Wood (nee Lord) recalls: "In the Sixth Form I joined the Charities 
Committee, We organised First and Second Year discos, the Christmas Fete. Our main 
achievement was the Old Folks' Christmas party  on December 25th. Such an event 
demanded a great commitment - actually leaving the intimacy of family and home - but 
gave us all a great sense of satisfaction and pleasure." 

In 1980 the party was moved to Christmas Eve, and the following Christmas 
weather was so severe that food was delivered to the pensioners' homes, but still the 
custom continues. 

A sponsored walk and also a Hush-in" were organised by the Charities 
Committee in 1973. The school has regularly been at the forefront of work for charity, 
though it has not always been blazoned abroad. 

 
Lastly, but by no means least, in this long catalogue of the "non-public" extra-

curricular activities, must come the school magazines. From them has come a great deal 
of the material for this present work. Copies of "Daphnephora" are somewhat thin on the 
ground. It was first produced in 1916, and is described in "Squirrel" 1963: "A slim, 
twenty-four page booklet, its pale-blue cover bore an engraving of a classically-draped 
female elegantly carrying a laurel wreath out of the main doorway of the school." "It was 
a long time before the proletariat on the staff knew that the title meant 'laurel-bearer'," 
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commented Mr. C.S. Duthie. 
It died from lack of funds, and was replaced, from 1926 to 1938, by Mr. H. 

Proudfoot's "Journal." This was very much a school log-book. Somewhat ambitiously, it 
started as a thrice-yearly issue (Christmas, Easter, Summer) but the plan was not adhered 
to, and the issue which appeared in September 1932 announced that, for the future, there 
would be one "Journal" only, appearing each September, and covering all the activities of 
the previous school year. 

When one considers the exorbitant costs of production these days, it is amusing 
to read the following in the September 1928 editorial: "The School Journal has been 
published once a term for six terms. It is now proposed to have them bound ... The 
binding in cloth will cost about four shillings (20p!)." It was, presumably, this modest 
sum that procured the volumes in the school's possession - quite handsomely bound in 
boards, with navy-blue cloth and the school badge and title in gilt. 

The Second World War brought an end to the "Journal," but it re-appeared for a 
brief space. There were four issues from 1947 to 1950 inclusive. It was the same format 
as before, but there was far more original work: it was a little more of a magazine and 
less of a log-book. However, it was still far from the modern concept of a school 
magazine. 

Its successor, "The Squirrel", appeared in a fine bold new cover, appropriately 
yellow, with a good cover-design by Mr Cawthorne. Advertisements gave it a little 
financial backing, photographs of school activities enhanced its content, and there was an 
abundance of original contributions. Mrs. Freda Ebden, in her editorial introduced it thus: 

 
"In July 1950 the School Journal died from a species of anaemia: it lacked 

vitality of support and vitality within itself. In June 1953 is born, we hope, a hardier 
offspring christened "The Squirrel," which attempts to counteract the first weakness by 
remedying the second." 

 
Poor little "Squirrel"! Hardy indeed he needed to be. Batted from one to another 

as teachers came and went, beset by rising prices, by printers' strikes and other such 
calamities, he has had a chequered career indeed. A crisis came in 1976, when staff 
absence in the English department made it virtually impossible for a magazine to appear, 
and printing costs had risen astronomically. It was then that the "home-made" model first 
appeared, typed by long-suffering secretaries, duplicated and paged by a willing technical 
staff: and through all the vicissitudes of the last decade, "Squirrel" still goes on. 

Much is owed, in the compilation of this history, to "Squirrel" and its 
predecessors, and we can only reiterate our gratitude to all those members of the English 
Department, past and present, who have expended time and energy to preserve the 
tradition of a school magazine. 

There were, of course, the individualists who set up in opposition. As early as 
1936 we read of a form magazine "Sub Rosa" compiled by one J.O. Ashworth (a member 
of our Archives Committee now and a respectable citizen!) whose effort is described as 
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showing "A comic spirit of laughter without sympathy." Similar, one feels, would be 
"Eli" Evans's "Sin-bin" of the late 1950's. Even the staff were at it! The energetic Mr. E.J. 
Williams produced quite regularly over a period in the 1950's, his "E.J.W." magazine. 
Was "Opsis' his as well? At one time, the duplicated leaflet appeared merely under a 
question-mark. As for "Outl6ok" - it actually received a mention at Speech Day 1965, 
when Mr. Copley referred to it as "that highly controversial magazine run largely by the 
pupils themselves." A similar, later effort was the Sixth-form's "Alternative Prospectus." 
There was also "Penny Sports" in the early 1970's. 

So, individually or communally, B.R.G.S. pupils have always been able to give 
expression to their various talents in the wealth of activities on offer at school. It has 
frequently been difficult to decide on a choice - there has often been an "embarras de 
richesses" in the host of interests available. 
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CHAPTER XI 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (PUBLIC OCCASIONS) 
 

"The little world of school has its own interesting happenings worthy of being recorded... those 
events in which scholars and staff have played a part. not so much in the daily routine of lessons as 
in those other excursions into the art of living and of enjoyment that a school can and should 
provide "(Editorial of first 'Journal", 1926.) 

 
 
On the occasion of the very first Speech Day of the new Bacup and Rawtenstall 

Secondary School, on November 13th, 1914, the school comprised 134 boys an~ 35 girls. 
The Archdeacon of Blackburn was the guest speaker, and the proceedings ended, we are 
told, with songs, a demonstration of girls' drill, the trial scene from "Merchant of Venice" 
and a comedy "Sheep in Wolf's Clothing." 

The pattern was set for many successive Speech Days. Miss Hannah Holt, 
writing for the "Anthology", says: "Everyone looked forward to Speech Day, though to 
our junior minds; the speeches were a part of the proceedings to be endured. We were 
very conscious of our party dresses, and waited impatiently for the entertainment which 
would follow ... It meant "dressing-up" and, even more important, being made-up by Mr. 
Barker and his assistants." 

As the school grew too large for the hall to accommodate pupils and public, the 
"Kozy" cinema or else the Victoria Hall in Waterfoot would be the venue. Furthermore 
the platform in the school hall was inadequate as a stage, and not until 1930 was it 
replaced by a higher and larger one. It was decided in 1929 that future Speech Days 
should be held in school, in the afternoon instead of the evening. The annual concert 
should be divorced from the formal occasion, and held at another time of year. So began 
Speech Days more or less as we now know them. 

One of those in school to see the change was Mrs. Kathleen Theobald, who, in a 
contribution to the "Anthology", says: "Prize-giving was a highlight of those early years. 
Not the dignified Speech Day of later years, with its cold glare of academic brilliance, but 
a warm, lively, family affair, when the boys wore their dark suits... and the girls wore 
coloured party-dresses of elaborate unsuitability. How well I remember the angry 
rebellion when - about the Fourth year of my school career  Miss Niness spoilt it all by 
ordering that, in future, plain white dresses would be worn." 

"Where better could the prizes be distributed than within the walls where they 
have been worked for and won?" asks the "Journal", January 1930. The first Speech Day 
of the "new system" had taken place on November 18th, 1929, in the afternoon, in the 
school hall, with the boys sitting round the balcony and the girls wearing the much-
resented white dresses and black stockings. 

The academic formality of the "new-look" Speech Day may not have been to the 
pupils' taste, but in 1935 it evoked from Lady Simon the comment that she "saw another 
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link between our school and the University in the procession of governors and staff to the 
platform, a ceremony which reminded her strongly of similar functions at the University. 
Such a ceremony in a school was, as far as she knew, unique." 

Another who appreciated the solemn occasion, ex-pupil Mr. Harry Pilling, 
remarks: 

"Having attended similar functions at our children's schools, I realise how much 
better ordered were those at B.R.G. S. Attention was given to detail. Students who were 
to receive awards had a rehearsal in the Chemistry Lecture Room, when we were shown 
how properly to acknowledge the award." 

A much more recent former pupil, Mrs. Janice Lee (nee Airey) remembers "As 
Senior Prefect, leading the procession of V.I.P.'s down the Hall carrying a long stick: I've 
often wondered since what the significance of the stick was! Today's youngsters would 
ask, without hesitation!" The whole ritual, of course, derives from a University Degree 
Ceremony, and the "long sticks" (often derisively called "the snooker cues") are the 
ushers' staffs. 

Mrs. Kathleen Gowers (nee Ruston) points out that there were no Speech Days 
during the Second World War. Prizes won during those years were awarded all at once 
later, but she mourns the fact that the leather-bound volumes that used to be presented 
never again appeared. One improvement, surely, was the ability to select a book of one's 
choice, and not have to abide by the taste of the authorities. 

From 1929 onwards, the pattern of Speech Day has obviously changed little. 
Even the attractive format of the printed programmes is the same. There is still the 
procession to the platform. Nowadays, not all the staff sit on the platform, as, together 
with governors and other dignitaries, they could not all be accommodated. Some sit 
among the pupils. The latter are still arranged with the boys on the balcony and the girls 
in the body of the hall. No more white dresses since the War, but white blouses (no 
cardigans or blazers to be worn - in any case the poor wretches are packed so tightly that 
they are more than warm enough!) 

There has always been an opening hymn, for many years "Land of our Birth", 
then Blake's "Jerusalem". For a few years after the war, any suitable hymn was sung by 
the choir. However from 1950 onwards the school adopted as its own the hymn "These 
Things Shall be", and this has been sung as an introduction to every Speech Day since. 
There has always been music interspersed in the programme, varying in type according to 
the instrumental or vocal talent available in a particular year: sometimes solo, sometimes 
group performances. 

A great variety of speakers have graced the platform as guests of honour - a 
handful of bishops (very good speakers, and always audible), and various other reverend 
gentlemen of lesser degree; a clutch of Chief Education Officers, a couple of them former 
pupils, well-equipped for the task assigned to them; a galaxy of academics, professors 
and lecturers (including a good number of former students) and headmasters. In 1948 
recently retired Mr. E.H. Holden distributed the prizes, but it was not until 1987 that Mr. 
W. Copley returned as guest of honour. More unusual amongst the long catalogue of 
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largely University, College or School functionaries have been a Chief Constable, a dress-
designer (former pupil Miss Betty Jackson, M.B.E.), the director of Jaguar, Sir John Egan 
(a pupil at B.R~G.S. for a short time) and Mr. John Izbicki, Education Correspondent of 
the "Daily Telegraph". 

The last-named was kind enough to report thus in his paper after his visit in 
1976: "I have rarely seen a happier, more self-assured bunch of children ... Perhaps it has 
something to do with good administration, dedicated teaching - and competition." 

One major change was forced upon us by the increasing number of pupils. It had 
always been the practice to give the First Year pupils the afternoon off for Speech Day, 
since the proceedings were relevant only to the previous year's work and so had scant 
interest for new pupils. However, even without the First Years, conditions became so 
crowded that it was obviously essential to modify arrangements. A grudging allocation of 
one ticket only to each pupil was all that could be made, and even then people were 
frequently obliged to stand at the back of the hall. The decision was taken in 1965 to hold 
two Speech Days, Junior and Senior, so that each section of the school could assemble in 
comparative comfort, and more parents could be accommodated. An additional advantage 
was that a programme much more suitable to juniors could be drawn up, and it was easier 
for speakers to give an appropriate address when the age-range was more restricted. 

Junior Speech Day still continued to be held in the afternoon, and was a much 
less formal affair. It became traditional for the Deputy-Head to conduct it, and to give the 
report on the previous year's activities. There was no formal procession, merely a 
courteous escorting of the guest speaker to the platform. As soon as the speeches (usually 
short) were over, the entertainment, usually of vocal and instrumental music, frequently 
choral, occasionally with some verse-speaking, would occupy the rest of the afternoon to 
the considerable enjoyment of the audience. Guest speakers have frequently been former 
pupils or former members of staff, selected for their ability to appreciate the needs of the 
particular age-group. In a sense, the wheel has come full circle: we are to some extent 
back at the Speech Day-cum-concert of early years. 

One modification introduced by Mr. Clark has been the freeing of former 
students from the uniform requirement: prior to 1969, former pupils returning to receive 
prizes or certificates were requested to wear uniform (having, of course, been warned in 
advance to keep the suitable garments for the occasion.) With the Sixth-form also 
"liberated" from uniform requirements, some quite astonishing sartorial displays are 
witnessed on Senior Speech Day. Again, the wheel has come full circle: we are back to 
those costumes "of elaborate unsuitability"! Another change, really brought about by the 
inappropriately-named "action" of late years, causing the postponement of Speech Day, 
has brought us a Spring Term instead of a November Speech Day. This has two 
advantages: the weather is likely to be better, and there may well be more former students 
(on early Easter vacation from University and College) able to attend at that time. 

Since annual concerts were originally part of Speech Days, and evolved from 
them, we shall place them next amongst Public Occasions. We are not now thinking of 
the excellent concerts, purely musical, which the Music Department regularly puts on, be 
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it for practice, to raise money for instruments or for charity, to entertain the public or just 
for the sheer joy of it. The concerts we have in mind now are the, if you will, "variety 
performances" which formed the entertainment-part of the early Speech Days and which 
were the annual "offering" until the middle 1950's. 

Presumably the first separate concert (the first separate Speech Day having been 
in November 1929) would be the one mentioned in a 1930 "Journal" as having taken 
place in February, 1930. It included a scene from "Ruddigore". Did this foreshadow the 
run of Gilbert and Sullivan which was to come in later years? It was usual, in these early 
concerts, for staff to weave some kind of story or operetta to involve the maximum 
amount of available talent. 

In 1931 the relatively ambitious "King of Sherwood" was staged, and was 
successful enough to "make the headlines" in a couple of national newspapers. 
("Lancashire Beauty 

- Village Girls in Light Opera.") It is doubtful whether our young ladies would 
appreciate being referred to as "village girls"! But such is fame. One takes the good with 
the bad. 

Less ambitious, perhaps, was the 1933 concert, again a variety of dance, plays, 
mime and song. In 1934, however, came "Much in Little", which seems to have been a 
great success. It was apparently based loosely on "Sing a Song of Sixpence," with such 
plot as there was contrived by several members of staff - Messrs. Proudfoot, Barker, 
Anstey and Fielden. In an establishment very much geared to academic pursuits, it was 
not easy to find time for productions - but they were a source of much-needed revenue for 
prizes and other extras. 

Recalling "Much-in-Little", Rev. Rowland Rawlinson writes: "Rehearsals were 
held after four o'clock and sometimes on Saturday mornings. Much work had been 
completed, costumes made and, as usual, superb scenery designed and painted by Mr. 
Barker. As the date of performance approached, production staff requested dress 
rehearsals during lesson periods. Some of the cast witnessed an argument between 
members of staff and 'Ted', who did not wish pupils to miss any lessons, but reluctantly 
gave his consent." 

The last five pre-war concerts seem to have been of the "variety" type, with 
music (both vocal and instrumental), dancing, drama (usually one-act-plays) except for 
1939, when the two-act comic opera "The Count of Como" was staged, apparently with 
great success. These concerts were now being presented on three successive evenings, so 
must have brought in a considerable amount of money. 

It is astonishing to find that "Hansel and Gretel" was put on in March 1945 - and 
in the evening, for two successive nights. How, one wonders, did this not clash with Air 
Raid Precautions, since the war had not yet ended? 

The old pattern of "mixed" concert was resumed after the war. In 1946 an 
adaptation of "The Magic Flute" ("Papageno") was the piece de re'sistance, with a post-
interval entertainment of choral verse-speaking and a one-act play. The 1947 concert 
offered, for its second part, a one-act play and scenes from "Twelfth Night", but the main 
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item was "The Stranger", a children's play adapted to Schumann's music. 'The Journal" of 
1947 gave it this accolade: "'The Stranger', viewed as a whole, was a great success, and 
as the last thing that Mr. Parry did for the school, it was a fine tribute to the service he 
gave to music." 

1948 brought a similar presentation, the operetta "The Idea" being followed by 
two one-act plays. In 1949, as in 1934, the libretto was a home-made affair, written by 
staff to take maximum advantage of the considerable vocal ability in the middle and 
lower school, and incorporating a good deal of dancing. The second half of the 
programme consisted of instrumental music and a one-act play. The 1950 concert took a 
similar form, but for the first time presented a magnificent display of boys' gymnastics. 
The new feature was much appreciated and was repeated for several years. 

The last three concerts were no longer "built round" the young pupils' operetta. 
Rather they consisted of a wide variety of "turns", vocal and instrumental, boys' 
gymnastics, girls' dancing. In 1953 the prime feature was the first act of Shaw's "St. 
Joan", and in 1955 the main item was "Trial by Jury". 

By this time, the school had broken free of the idea that older pupils should take 
little or no part in entertainments, since their noses should be well and truly down to the 
grindstone. It had been an uphill struggle. Not only Mr. Holden, but quite a number of the 
senior staff also had been scandalised when, in 1946, Mrs. Ebden had suggested 
producing "The Importance of being Ernest" with a cast drawn mainly from Upper VI 
Arts. It was a most professional performance: "Even the ranks of Tuscany could scarce 
forbear to cheer" - and all criticism was effectively silenced when that year's Upper Sixth 
won twelve County Major Scholarships! 

It was the start of a run of "straight plays", some really excellent productions 
being staged. We saw "Arms and the Man" in 1948, Mr. Walton's (unfortunately 
expurgated!) "Pygmalion" in 1949, "Hobson's Choice" in 1953, Mr. H.E. Trip's 
production of 'Badger's Green" in 1956. 

A second showing of 'The Importance of being Ernest" came in 1958 - not quite 
as polished, perhaps, as the earlier one, but still an impressive effort. (There was also to 
be a repeat "Pygmalion" in 1973, this time complete with THAT WORD, to which no 
one took exception!) Other successful dramatic productions (a whole run of them when 
Mr. R.G. Phillips took over the department) included "Twelfth Night", "Tobias and the 
Angel" (with Jack Nicholls's famous beard, grown for the occasion and celebrated in the 
national press!) and "Midsummer Night's Dream" (Mr. J.B. Law producing) in which, as 
the aforesaid (now the Reverend Canon) Jack Nicholls points out, no fewer than four of 
the cast, including himself, were to become clergymen. 

The success of two Shakespeare plays inspired Mr. Phillips to try Sheridan, and 
"The Rivals" was staged in 1962. One of his finest productions, however, must surely 
have been "The Lark", in 1964 - a difficult play to stage and to act, but a tremendous 
success. Perhaps, however, it appealed less to the Northern audiences than Priestley's 
"When we are Married", which was acclaimed by a youthful reporter ("Squirrel" 1966) as 
"the best of the seven school plays that I have seen." 
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"The Government Inspector" (1967) and "Inherit the Wind" (1969) ended a 
glittering run of excellent R.G.P. productions. Other members of the English Department 
stepped in. Mrs. Thomas's "Pygmalion" has already been mentioned, Mrs. Taylor and 
Mrs. Begolo staged "The Miser" (Moliere's "L'Avare") in 1977, whilst in 1975 two 
linguists (Mrs. Cox, Miss Hetherington) produced "Poison, Passion and Petrifaction" and 
a Biologist (Miss C.M. Wylie) completed the programme with part of "The Happiest 
Days of your Life". 

In the "Anthology" of 1973 Mr. R.G. Phillips recalls various stories of 
productions. One play, that has not been mentioned above, "Androcles and the Lion", 
evoked memories of bagfuls of used silver milk-bottle-tops, washed and carefully 
flattened, then sewn on to a canvas tunic to make a very convincing chain-mail effect 
Costumes were school-made as far as possible, to save money, but we did have a very 
mangy hired lion's costume. The tail, already precarious when it came, was rendered all 
the more so by people constantly tweaking it, so that the poor Lion kept having to come 
for running repairs. 

The list of dramatic productions would doubtless be even longer, but a spate of 
Gilbert and Sullivan occurred. We saw that the last of the annual "variety" concerts 
(1955) contained "Trial by Jury", and that a much earlier one (1930) had included 
excerpts from "Ruddigore". However, the Gilbert and Sullivan era really began with a 
masterly production, by Mr. E.J. Williams of the English Department and Miss Rhian 
Williams (Music), of "H.M.S. Pinafore" in 1957. Ten years later came another excellent 
performance of the same opera, produced by Mrs. B.J. Wenter (then Miss Harrison) and 
much enhanced by the singing of Mr. A.G. Fuller who took the leading part. The 
following year, 1968, brought an equally good production of “Pirates of Penzance". 

Under the same producer and with the same leading singer as the two previous 
ventures, and just as successful, came "Iolanthe" in 1970, "Mikado" in 1973, another 
performance of "Trial by Jury" offered, as in 1955, as part of a concert, and finally 
"Gondoliers" in 1976. In all probability the high standard of these productions paved the 
way for a later run of more modern "musicals", for they showed the talent that existed 
and how it could be exploited. 

Despite the new popularity of drama and comic opera, the custom of the "mixed 
concert" had not been wholly lost. As part of the celebration of the school's Silver Jubilee 
in 1963, a Musical Charivari was staged (which included, yet again, the much-favoured 
"Trial by Jury"). 1965 brought another public concert. This one resembled those of the 
early years in that a wide variety of vocal and instrumental music formed half the 
programme, with a short opera, the libretto of which was provided by Miss Lillian Holt 
(sister of Olive) and the music by Dr. Phillip Lord. Another nineteen-sixties concert 
included the operetta "The Little Sweep" and was very successful. 

One public concert in 1970 was a more solemn, indeed a sad occasion. It 
included Faure's Requiem, and was held in memory of two dedicated musicians, both 
former pupils, and b6th of whom had kept their association with school music right to the 
end. For not only had the school mourned the loss of Miss Olive Holt, but in the summer 
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of 1969 Dr. Phillip Lord had died. A Music Prize now exists as a memorial to both of 
them. 

Another outstanding public concert, in 1971, included the first two parts of 
Haydn's "Creation", the soloists including Miss Wilson and Mr. Fuller. 

Mr. Barry Smart's tenure of the headship of music will probably be especially 
remembered for five "musicals" in the modern idiom. However, we must not forget the 
impressive production of "Noyes Fludde" (again as part of a concert) in 1960 by Mr. 
Nuttall and Mr. John Law. The report in "Squirrel" gives some idea of the effect on the 
audience: "When ... at the height of the storm we were asked to join with what appeared 
to be myriads of dimly swaying animals in dire danger of drowning, and to sing the noble 
words of the hymn 'For those in peril on the sea,' it is a sober fact that quite a number of 
those watching found themselves literally unable to sing owing to a strange constriction 
of the throat." 

"The Wizard of Oz" (1980) was yet another of Mrs. B.J. Wenter's (Miss 
Harrison's) productions, of which Mr. Smart was the musical director, and the venture 
was most successful. We had seen two "Pygmalions" over the years, so it was fitting that 
the school should stage "My Fair Lady". This was the 1981 production, and was highly 
acclaimed. The following year came perhaps an even greater success, "The Sound of 
Music", a really professional performance with some excellent singing. Mr. Smart's next 
production, in 1983, was "Robert and Elizabeth", with Andrew Horsfall and Janet 
Lancaster outstanding in the title roles, and plenty of good voices in support. 

Finally came "South Pacific" with a different appeal, but equally successful, to 
crown Mr. Smart's period of service to the school's music. His successor, Mr. Moon, in 
collusion with Mrs. Mather of the English Department, produced "A Temporary 
Diversion" in April 1987 to carry on the long tradition of public entertainment. 

To the varied fare offered by the school to the public has been added, each 
Spring Term, a public performance of the winners and runners-up of the Third and Fourth 
Year Drama Competitions. The custom of a public showing of these plays began in the 
mid-sixties. In 1964, 65 and 67 the Drama Group also performed, but the younger pupils 
have proved capable of producing a very adequate and frequently quite impressive 
evening's entertainment. 

Mr. Clark's introduction of a Parent-Teacher Association brought parents into 
much more frequent contact with the school than hitherto. However, it must not be 
thought that no such contact had existed. It appears that School was thrown open to 
parents on occasions. For example, in 1929, under the title of "Conversazione", the 
school displayed its work, opening exhibition rooms for various subjects, and presenting 
historical plays and tableaux and also scenes from Shakespeare. In 1930 the occasion was 
called an "At Home", and again involved an exhibition of work, including dramatics and 
a gym display. The two following years had similar open days. In 1933 a Biology Room 
was on show: this was a new "up-and-coming" subject. Next year was much the same, 
but there is a rather fuller account in "Journal" 1935. The school, it tells us, was "crowded 
both afternoon and evening. Next term's prospective pupils had their first opportunity for 
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exploring the school." 
There was at least one open day after the war, when parents were allowed to 

wander about at will. In Mr. Copley' 5 time, however, the first attempt at a Parents' 
Evening was a rather hectic affair. It was somewhat experimental, there being no clear 
idea as to how many parents would turn up, and parents of the whole school were invited. 
The result was overwhelming: the Head himself was interviewing until midnight or later. 
It did not happen again: the 1950 Parents' Evening was for parents of seniors only, and 
open evenings from then onwards were always for different age-groups. From time to 
time there would be exhibitions of work, particularly Art and Handicraft, but certainly 
not during the day. 

One focal point which still attracts parents of younger pupils, and has done for 
years, is the annual display of History models by the first and second years. The models 
(or sometimes beautifully-written projects) naturally vary in quality, but the overall 
standard is so high that one marvels, year after year, at the excellent work, and at the 
originality of some of the ideas. History models were being displayed in the 1920's and 
have probably never missed a year since then. Mr. David Baidry, now a teacher himself 
and probably having few illusions, writes with reference to Mrs. Culley: "I wonder how 
many models of Stone Age huts she's seen during her career? I thought my Mum did a 
good job of mine." 

Parents' evenings increased enormously in frequency and scope during Mr. 
Clark's headship. Eventually there was even a computerised system giving each visitor a 
specific time to see each member of staff. Not only did this speed up the proceedings, but 
it also virtually ensured the attendance of parents who might otherwise not have been 
interested. 

On the whole, however, parents were very interested. They did not by any 
means all join the P.T.A. offered in 1970, but many derived either direct or indirect 
benefit from it. One of the earliest ventures of the P.T.A. was a series of talks by heads of 
departments about their subjects, and the first one, by Mr. Fuller, took place in the newly-
opened Biology laboratory, which gave it added interest. In that same year were held the 
first P.T.A. dinner-dance, the first summer fete, the first sports evening.  The last three 
events were to become regular annual occasions, though with some modifications. The 
dinner-dance eventually moved from Ashday Lea, its original venue, and became a 
buffet-dance in the school hall, very successful until a noisy disco was introduced, and 
the series of dances ended after ten years. Other social events took their place. 

The summer fete moved from evening to Saturday afternoon in 1980 and went 
on from strength to strength, producing funds for all kinds of extras which the school 
would otherwise not have seen. Prize-money has been doubled each year by the P.T.A., 
small bursaries and travel subsidies provided in cases of individual need, rooms have 
been curtained, chairs purchased, additional trophies given, with an illuminated display-
case to put them in. 

That, however, is just a brief reference to the financial side. Other types of 
assistance from the P.T.A. are legion,. There has been a regular rota catering for games 
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refreshments. At all Parents' Evenings and productions tea and biscuits have been 
forthcoming. Latterly Speech Day refreshments have also been dealt with by the P.T.A., 
and the greatly-prized Christmas carol-concert has, for a number of years now, been 
further enhanced by the seasonable addition of coffee and mince-pies. 

Above all, of course, we must remember the sterling work of P.T.A. members in 
campaigning for the retention of the school. Writing the annual report for "Squirrel" 
1984, the secretary Mrs. Lesley J. Mitchell said: "Our sincere thanks are extended once 
again to everyone who has helped... in what has been a most extraordinary year." In three 
years' time it had to be done all over again, as we have seen in a previous chapter. At a 
time when there is the prospect of much greater involvement of parents with schools, 
B.~G.S. is fortunate to have a body of parents so tirelessly and unselfishly dedicated to 
the furtherance of its ideals. 

The Sixth-form fete, which started in a relatively small way, attracting mainly 
school pupils, has for a considerable number of years been a major public occasion in the 
school's activities. Another such occasion is the public-speaking competition run by the 
Rotary Club, where a team of young people, with some coaching from a member of the 
English staff, competes with other school teams, each group having to deal with a 
different subject. The trophy has come to B.R.G.S. on more than one occasion. 

We saw in the previous chapter that the Historical and Geographical Society 
gave way, in 1971, to the Lecture Society. Mr. K. Holgate, who had taken over the 
Geography Department, organised a series of lectures, six each year, illustrated by slides 
or filmstrips. The last of these took place in 1977, but while the venture lasted it was 
eminently popular and successful, some extremely interesting talks being given, often to 
large audiences of local people. 

It may be considered appropriate here to mention the Old Students' Association, 
set up in 1920 by Mr. Harry Howard. Each pre-war "Journal" carried a report of the 
Association, which was obviously endeavouring to keep alive the various activities which 
the school had offered its members during their life there. In 1926 it had a dramatic 
society, a rambling club, a football club and a literary and debating society. To these were 
added, in 1927, a hockey club and a dance club. Reports in the 1930's indicate continuing 
keen support with the opening of a Club Room at Thistlemount. Lack of funds caused the 
early abandonment of this last venture after only two or three years. The 1938 report 
bewailed the low membership, and probably the Second World War delivered the "coup 
de grace". There have been various attempts at revival, but on the whole, since the war, 
sport has really been the only strong suit of the R.O.S.A. (as it was originally styled)  the 
Old Rossendalians' Association. 

It is rather surprising, and not a little sad, that a school which offers so many and 
varied interests to its pupils should not have retained a society to further those interests, at 
least for a while, when schooldays are over, but it must be remembered that many 
enterprising spirits leave the district and are unable to give regular support. 
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CHAPTER XII 
 

UNIFORM THROUGH THE YEARS 
 

"'twere back end of war - I remember. 
An urchin from Stacksteads I came. 
On top of a bus with mi satchel, 
And banana stripes covered mi brain." 

(First. verse of reminiscent poem by Dr. Donald Hartley, pupil 1943-1951) 
 
 
The boys of Newchurch Grammar School seem to have had no compulsory item 

of uniform except a black cap with the school's initials in red on its badge. The Pupil-
Teacher Centre also seems to have relied on headgear for its identification. The girls 
wore straw hats ("boaters", presumably) with a badge bearing the Latin motto "Abeunt 
studia in mores" surmounting a stag or deer. Gloves had to be worn, and clothing must be 
"suitable" in the view of the Headmistress. Hair must be plaited or tied back - the usual 
practice in girls' schools. On the occasion of their Prize-giving, in the Victoria Hall, 
Waterfoot, the girls were obliged to wear white dresses, white gloves, white (if any) hair 
ribbons, black shoes and stockings. 

Mr. Leslie Stocks, who moved from Newchurch in 1913, writes: "When the 
school eventually opened, the girls arrived wearing gym-slips and straw boaters, while 
the boys had to have new caps which were navy-blue with two yellow bands." At no 
point is there any mention of a school tie as a compulsory item, though it certainly 
became so later. The girls were originally allowed to wear a blouse of their own choice 
with the pleated navy tunic, but long black stockings were the rule from the beginning. 

The choice of blouse must not have lasted very long, for photographs soon show 
comparative uniformity, though the blouses are not of the orthodox shirt type, and no ties 
were worn. Mrs. Mary Holt (nee Taylor) who was in school from 1924 to 1931, tells us 
that, in her time "girls wore a navy-blue gym-slip with box pleats, a white blouse, long 
black woollen stockings and navy-blue knickers. Outdoors we wore a dark-blue wool cap 
with two bands of yellow. An embroidered cloth badge was stitched to the front. Later, 
caps were replaced by blue felt hats with a blue and gold striped band." 

Of this change of girls' headwear the "Journal" of 1929 remarks: "The girls' new 
hats have now been on sale for a term. They are to replace the cap which, though woolly, 
soft, close-fitting and comfortable, was only a cap after all. Their price is 5s 11 _d 
(approximately 30p!)" Considering the ferocity of Rossendale winters, one cannot but 
feel that the woollen cap must have been a far more practical and sensible article, but the 
"Journal" is most scathing about it, commenting further: "We have memories of some of 
these after their owners had so stretched them that they had to be knotted or strung into a 
'bun' at the back." It certainly does sound unattractive! 

For the boys came the new cap, the famous "banana stripe" design mentioned in 
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the verse at the beginning of the chapter. "The new caps," writes Mr. Alfred Humberston, 
"had broad orange-yellow vertical stripes from the edge, pointing towards the crown. 

We attracted a good deal of ridicule from pupils of other schools who called us, 
aptly but derisively, 'Banana-stripes'." Unpopular though it was, this type of cap persisted 
until about the end of the 1940's. 

The new 'Squirrel" magazine, which, as we have seen, came into being in 1953, 
shows on its cover a squirrel wearing the new-style cap which, with its yellow rings, must 
have resembled fairly closely the original 1913 model. 

Changes in the uniform in 1929, mentioned above, had been occasioned by the 
re-naming of the school, which in 1928 had become "Bacup and Rawtenstall Grammar 
School." We acknowledge the following account of the badge-design, culled from the 
1963 ''Squirrel'': 

"In September 1928 the school became known as Bacup and Rawtenstall 
Grammar School, and in the following year the present badges were introduced, The 
designs, the work of Mr. Barker, the Art master, were explained in the magazine. 

"Predominant is the Squirrel (Sejant-erect) which animal has been chosen for the 
following reasons. In the first place, it is a charge that exists on the Coats-of-Arms of 
both Bacup and Rawtenstall, and secondly it symbolises the virtues industry, foresight 
and agility. Separated from it by a riband, bearing the school motto, Fide et Labore, is a 
space occupied by three Tudor roses  three Lancastrian roses, as will be seen by their 
colour, and representing the three school Houses, Bacup, Rawtenstall and Waterfoot. 

"All three devices are arranged in a panel of shield shape, the border of which 
has a line of colour, either red, white or blue, according to the particular house to which 
its owner belongs. Arranged around this shield are two boughs of laurel in wreath 
formation, included as being emblematic of glory   that is, in the sense of achievement, 
and also perhaps because it is a shapely plant and a never-failing stand-by to the designer 
for filling odd corners. The background of the roses and the squirrel, also parts of the 
squirrel, are in the school colours, navy-blue and amber. 

"At the same time a prefect's badge was introduced. Its fine symbolism reveals 
the qualities expected of a prefect in 1929: The Eye has from time immemorial been used 
to serve as a symbol of alertness, watchfulness and guardianship. The addition of wings 
presupposes the additional qualities of swiftness and ubiquity." 

"This Summer Term," says the April 1929 "Journal"," will see us resplendent in 
our new and colourful regalia, cap and hat badges, prefects' badges and badges for our 
blazers, new caps for the boys and panama hats for the girls." 

The cap and hat badges were of enamelled metal, the blazer badge a larger 
version, woven in silk. A similar badge, worn by girls on the tunic, and boys on the jacket 
breast-pocket, bearing an appropriate sport symbol, denoted "colours" for a particular 
game. 

Doubtless it was this "shake-up" in the school uniform that inspired Miss Niness 
to decree that girls must wear white dresses on Speech Day, for, as we have already seen, 
it was 1930 when that particular change took place. Another modification of the girls' 
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uniform requirements was the introduction of the Greek-style tunic for gym. A 1934 
photograph shows girl athletes wearing such tunics, so it seems likely that they, too, 
appeared at about the time of the new badges and hats. Hitherto the girls had worn their 
navy tunics for gym, until the advent of Miss Peirson in 1923 The new gym mistress 
made the girls remove their tunics: it was then, in fact, that they could no longer be "on 
display" in the hall, but had to be hustled away to the lower regions and have gym in the 
versatile plumbing-room! 

Between 1929 and the second war, which of course put severe restrictions on 
clothing, there seem to have been few changes, except that at some stage a green jersey 
was introduced, to be worn under the tunic, for the girls. Boys were expected to wear 
either a waistcoat or a pullover: we are told that Mr. Holden objected to boys' being, as he 
expressed it "dressed for the beach". 

Mrs. Kathleen Gowers, who was a pupil in the second World War, describes the 
uniform of her time: "The girls' uniform consisted of navy-blue gym-tunic (box-pleated) 
over a jade-green jumper with a square neck and buttoning on the shoulder. However, 
with the war these jumpers were unavailable, and any suitable green jumper was 
allowed." (By this time, of course, Miss Iremonger had replaced Miss Niness as Senior 
Mistress.) Speaking of wartime shortages, Mrs. Gowers continues: "Somehow we all 
managed navy raincoats, black shoes and stockings. The school hat was always worn  
navy-blue velour (or cream panama for summer) with the navy and gold band and the 
metal squirrel hat-badge. Of course, the metal badge disappeared, as all metal was needed 
for the war effort. 

By 1945, hardly a hat was to be seen amongst the girls, though caps were still 
compulsory for boys. There were still green jerseys in evidence, but not for long. Miss 
Greenwood replaced Miss Iremonger in 1945, and with continuing clothes rationing it 
became a question of bringing the uniform into line as practically and cheaply as the 
circumstances allowed. 

Most girls in the upper school still possessed metal hat-badges, and a small stock 
of them still remained. It was decided that girls should wear plain navy-blue berets with 
the metal badge sewn on. Since the green jumper seemed to have little connection with 
school colours, and since the original ones were now unobtainable, a navy-blue jersey or 
cardigan became the rule, and the white shirt-blouse, with the amber-and-navy tie, 
continued to be worn with the tunic. This latter garment, which was being discarded by 
many schools, was eventually abandoned in favour of a navy-blue serge gored skirt. At 
first, this was for seniors, but parents soon objected ~justifiably) that their daughters, at 
eleven, could be as well-grown as many Fourth-formers, so eventually all girls wore skirt 
and blouse. 

A navy-and-white striped blouse was introduced for seniors in an endeavour to 
give them a small sense of 'privilege", and Fifth-formers were later permitted to wear 
pleated rather than gored skirts if they wished. There was also an abortive effort to clothe 
the girl prefects in "amber' '-coloured blouses, but the rather glaring yellow produced by 
the outfitters was not popular and the experiment was not continued. 
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Miss Greenwood introduced a very attractive wool beret, navy with amber-
striped headband, with a small cloth version of the school badge to stitch on the front, and 
an attractive little pompom on the top. This adornment became, of course, a natural 
target, and very few berets retained their pompoms for more than about a term, after 
which they soon looked shabby and disreputable (a sign of seniority, of course!). 

Meanwhile, in Mr. Copley's headship, and with the relaxing, as time went on, of 
clothes rationing, the boys had been put into the uniform we see today. It was gradually 
introduced, of course, so as to cause no financial hardship: each new intake of boys was 
required to wear grey trousers (shorts for most eleven-year-olds in those days!) navy 
blazer with school badge. suitably-coloured shirt with school tie, suitable pullover if any, 
and of course school cap. If a top-coat was required. then boys. like girls, had to wear 
navy gabardine raincoats. 

Problems arose with girls' summer uniform. Any suitable dress could be worn - 
but of course not all were suitable! For a short time, Miss Greenwood had girls wearing 
(if one remembers correctly) "any stripe, any spot, any check or any plain colour," which 
eave some semblance of uniformity. Then came self-colour dresses, pink, blue, green, 
which were quite attractive with their white collars and cuffs, until the non-fast colours 
(particularly the pink!) ran into the white collars and cuffs. The late 1950's brought 
pastel-coloured checked gingham dresses which washed limp and pathetic, needing 
starch to revive them. By that time girls were not particularly interested in dresses - it was 
the era of jeans. 

Mr. David Baldry recalls the Day of Liberation: "At the beginning of the 
Autumn Term 1964 Mr. Copley decreed that caps need not be worn any more. I must 
own one of the newest. In the Summer Term 1964, during horse-play at Bacup Baths, my 
cap ended up in the water and shrank - so I had to buy a new one! It was also in my first 
year that the new-style scarf was introduced. It cost a fortune - twenty-four shillings, I 
think." 

(The last-named article was the vertically-striped  Saxony Wrap" as its trade-
name was, and it doubtless costs a great deal more now than one pound twenty pence!) 

Miss Dodds, Miss Greenwood's successor, had seen the demise of the woollen 
beret. and now came the decree that the boys need no longer wear caps. Miss Dodds's 
successor, Miss Macleroy, knowing that most girls preferred to go hatless, suggested, as 
an alternative to wearing a beret, the small cap-badge affixed to the left breast of the 
raincoat. This seemed a simple (and certainly extremely cheap) method of identifying 
girls as members of the school. Amazingly, it created a veritable furore, but the decision 
was eventually ratified at a governors' meeting. Pleated skirts (so desirable when not 
uniform) were introduced for all forms. They at once became far less desirable. 

The green "Greek" tunics for gym. had by this time almost disappeared and a 
new gym. mistress (Miss Harrison, later Mrs. Wenter) was consulted as to her 
preferences for girls' P.E. uniform. Pleated navy shorts with short-sleeved cellular blouses 
became the regular wear, for gym tunics were no longer worn, and girls required 
something to wear for hockey and other outdoor exercise. 
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A Sixth-form tie had been introduced in the late 1950's - the "Squirrel" tie, with 
a squirrel motif between the stripes. It was very attractive and both boys and girls seemed 
willing to wear it. Sixth-form boys, in the early 1960's, were absolved from wearing 
uniform, apart from the tie, and allowed to appear in sports jackets instead of blazers. 
This suggested some similar distinction for Sixth-form girls, and Miss Macleroy 
introduced grey instead of navy for the Sixth. 

Summer uniform was still a problem. At a meeting of senior girls, the pupils 
selected a dark blue dress: dark, drab colours were the "in-thing" at that time. For juniors. 
a blue and yellow checked gingham was specially woven for the school, and dresses were 
made to measure by a Bury dressmaker, or the material could be purchased and made up 
at home. 

Mr. Clark's advent in 1969 put an end to the era of persecution by coat-badge. 
He endeavoured to introduce a navy felt Breton sailor hat. The girls loved these, but of 
course, would not wear them, as they were not compulsory. To wear, voluntarily, an 
article of uniform which you are not obliged to have (especially something as eminently 
respectable as a hat!) may easily label you a CREEP, a TEACHER'S PET, or whatever 
the current term may be. So the pretty little hats, with their attractive yellow ribbon trim, 
were scarcely seen. 

The seniors' dark blue dresses were discontinued (without any notice at all) by 
the outfitters. A striped material, obtainable locally, was selected, but had to be made up 
at home. The local climate is not so overpoweringly warm, as a rule, as to make summer 
dresses an absolute necessity. The juniors' gingham dresses eventually suffered a similar 
fate when the dressmaker retired. Girls seem quite happy to continue wearing skirt and 
blouse (short sleeves now permitted in summer). Surprisingly, the useful, neat blazer is 
hardly ever worn by girls these days. Even in summer they are encased in anoraks. Thus, 
tieless, hatless and blazerless, they are, in summer, completely unidentifiable, which 
seems a pity. The uniform, if correctly worn, is as attractive as any, and the badge and tie 
remain unchanged for about thirty-five years. 

By the late 1960's, as we have seen, many more pupils were coming in to the 
Sixth-form from secondary modern schools. These newcomers had worn the Sixth-form 
uniform without complaint. However, two objections might fairly have been raised: first, 
the expense involved in the purchase of special items of dress for (usually) only two 
years; second, the fact that, if they had elected to go to a College of Further Education, no 
uniform would have been required. 

Whatever may have been the considerations, in June 1972 it was decided that 
the Sixth should no longer be required to wear uniform. Initially there were certain guide-
lines laid down as to colour, style and so forth, but these were vague and rarely adhered 
to. 

A report in "Squirrel" on the 1970 Speech Day comments: "For some of us it 
was more like a mannequin parade, with former students displaying the latest fashions." 

Nowadays, with all Sixth-formers in mufti as well, the few deprived Fifth-
formers who have to cross the platform to receive prizes must feel like so many bantams 
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amongst a flock of peacocks! 


