


I am proud to be Headmaster of a school where 
youngsters develop into well-rounded individuals 
eager to become future leaders. Our students are 
full of ambition and our staff challenge and support 
them in achieving their aspirations. Although we are a 
selective school our students come from a wide range 
of backgrounds. We pride ourselves on our traditional 
values and strong “family” ethos and offer a safe, secure 
environment where students can flourish and excel.

I hope that this prospectus provides a glimpse of the 
rich and varied life at Bacup and Rawtenstall Grammar 
School and what makes the school so special. If you 
want to find out more, further information is available 
on our website, or you can arrange to visit the school 
and see for yourself.

Mr Alan Porteous
Headmaster

BRGS has changed my 
life; it is the best thing 
that ever happened to me.
Current Student



A tradition of

Excellence
We can trace our history back to 
Newchurch Grammar School founded in 
1703. The core of their staff formed BRGS 
on our current site in 1913. With 100 
years of serving families in Rossendale 
and beyond, we are proud of our heritage 
and celebrate our school traditions but 
alongside this, we seek to embrace positive 
change and innovation.  

BRGS has remained at the forefront of 
educational excellence by taking advantage 
of current initiatives and opportunities. The 
school is recognised as a hub of excellence 
for teaching and learning, promoting and 
cultivating an ever-increasing amount of 
innovative and outstanding practice.  

www.brgs.org.uk

My child loves being at this school.

http://www.brgs.org.uk


Teachers constantly push us to make the 
most of our education and encourage us 
to do the absolute best that we can.

Achieving

Excellence
BRGS prides itself on its sustained record 
of academic excellence; a very high 
proportion of students achieve the top 
grades at both GCSE and A-level, with very 
high percentages achieving the EBacc, and 
the school consistently features in the top 
100 state schools nationally and the top five 
in Lancashire. Further information about 
our recent examination performance is 
available on our website.

However, league tables are not our driving 
force. Our goal is that students will develop 
into articulate, enquiring and independent 
learners equipped to take a leading role in 
their community.



www.brgs.org.uk

The quality of students’ 
spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development 
is outstanding.
Ofsted 2012

Our primary focus is on providing teaching and 
learning of the highest quality. Our curriculum is 
designed around our students’ choices to meet their 
needs and interests and ensures that they study a 
balanced range of subjects which will equip them to 
function effectively in a rapidly changing world.  

Our students receive a broad and challenging 
education with a strong emphasis on the traditional 
GCSE and A-level subjects which are valued highly 
by prospective employers and universities. At KS4 
all students will study Maths, English Language and 
English Literature, three Sciences, a modern foreign 
language (French, German or Spanish) and a 
humanities subject (either Geography or History) as 
core along with a choice of additional GCSE options.
Post-16, more than twenty five A-level subject 
choices are available.    

http://www.brgs.org.uk


Supporting

Excellence
Our care, guidance and support have 
consistently been rated as outstanding by 
OFSTED. The very strong relationships 
between pupils and teachers make the 
school an excellent learning environment 
in which everyone wants to succeed. Our 
students enjoy school and relish learning.   

Our pastoral and guidance structure 
ensures that school is a happy, safe and 
secure environment where students can 
thrive. Each student has a form tutor 
who provides support for the welfare  

of students and monitors their progress.  
Each year group has a Head of Year and 
our Pastoral Manager and full time school 
nurse also focus on student well-being 
and care. Students are usually taught 
together in forms during the first three 
years at BRGS and this allows them to 
develop strong friendships and provide 
support for each other. 

Behaviour in classes and 
around the site is exemplary.
Ofsted 2012
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Each year, students join BRGS from up to 60 
different primary schools. We work very hard to 
ensure that our new students form friendships 
with other students even before they join the 
school. Our Sixth Form students assist with the 
care of our main school students, many becoming 
older “brothers and sisters” through our prefect 
and buddy systems.   

Our strong behaviour for learning policy ensures 
that students engage positively with learning 
and treat each other with respect and courtesy. 
We have very high expectations of behaviour, 
attendance and appearance, and good behaviour 
and attendance are positively rewarded. Students 
attribute their excellent attendance to their 
enjoyment of school and to the excellent pastoral 
support that they receive. 

BRGS is a friendly school 
where everyone gets 
along and you feel part of 
one big extended family.

http://www.brgs.org.uk


Opportunities for

Excellence
At BRGS, learning does not take place 
simply in the classroom. Over sixty extra-
curricular activities are on offer, including 
the largest Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme in the county. Students benefit 
from instrumental music tuition, musical 
ensembles, successful school sports teams, 
orienteering, drama, chess, eco-school 
group, ICT activities, Christian Union and 
debating groups to name but a few. A wide 
range of educational visits, both in the UK 
and abroad, feature strongly throughout 
all year groups and provide opportunities 
for fieldwork studies, curriculum 
enhancement, broader cultural awareness 
and of course, enjoyment and fun!  

We place great emphasis on developing 
truly rounded, independent and mature 
young people with emotional intelligence, 
thinking skills and a desire to give back to 
their immediate and global community. 
Fundamentally, BRGS provides 
opportunities for personal development  
in the broadest sense.

BRGS is all about the opportunities and the individuals 
in it. BRGS strikes the balance between education and an 
exciting life experience. I’ll miss it when I’m gone.

Current Student



Working in partnership with parents, we believe 
that we provide an environment in which 
students can grow and fulfil their potential: 
the vast majority of our students stay on into 
our Sixth Form, enjoying seven action-packed 
and fun-filled years at BRGS. We are keen for 
students to achieve academically as highly as 
possible but it is just as important that our young 
people benefit fully from what is on offer at BRGS 
and seize every opportunity!

www.brgs.org.uk

A rich extra-curricular programme, 
including sporting, artistic, cultural 
and academic activities, gives 
students opportunities to pursue 
individual interests and contribute 
to their community.
Ofsted 2012

http://www.brgs.org.uk


Achievement at A-level is outstanding for all 
groups of students, including those who join 
the Sixth Form from other local high schools.

Ofsted 2012

Caring about

Excellence
Our Sixth Form has been judged to 
be “Outstanding” by OFSTED in both 
of the last two inspections in 2007 
and 2012. With around 500 students, 
nearly half of whom join BRGS from 
other local schools at 16, we are able 
to offer a very wide range of post-16 
subjects giving students an unparalleled 
range of academic subjects to choose 
from. Attainment is exceptionally high 
making BRGS the most successful 
A-level provider in East Lancashire 
and placing us in the top 30 nationally.

Over 90% of students’ leaving BRGS 
progress to universities throughout 
the country, including Oxford and 
Cambridge. Many achieve highly sought 
after professional responsibilities all 
over the world. BRGS alumni can be 
found in every walk of life and are 
rightly proud of their former school, 
many maintaining their lifelong links 
with the school.

The Sixth Form
is outstanding.
Ofsted 2012
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Glen Road, Waterfoot,
Rossendale,
Lancashire  BB4 7BJ

T: 01706 234 500
E: enquiries@brgs.org.uk
W: www.brgs.org.uk

Sixth Form:
T: 01706 233 400
E: sixthform@brgs.org.uk

BRGS is wholly selective on academic ability in Years 7 to 11.
Details of the school’s admission policy and how to apply are available on the school website.

The admission requirements for the Sixth Form are also available on the school website.  
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