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Congratulations to the following members of staff and their families 

on the arrival of their new babies:- 
 

Mrs Sawle – a baby boy - Brody Luke 
Mrs Chapman – a baby girl - Mary Elizabeth 
Miss Carney – a baby boy - Arthur Carney 

 
Best wishes from all the staff and students at BRGS. 

 
 

 
On 2nd May we said goodbye to Mrs King, who retired after 

working for 16 years as our ICT Network Manager.  She hopes 
to brush up on her Spanish and spend her time travelling 
around the world!  We wish her all the best for a long and 

happy retirement. Adiós amiga!     

 
 

 

 

Sixth Form Enrichment Programme 
 

Sixth form students, Suzanne Barratt, 
Helen Wilson, Callum Dott and James Ray, 

are pictured with Chris Blomerley, 
organiser of Rawtenstall Civic Pride. 

 
They can be seen planting wild flowers 

and shrubs by Rawtenstall Roundabout as 
part of their sixth form enrichment 
programme. 

 
Materials for the projects have been 

funded through a Lancashire County 
Council Green Partnerships Award. 
 

For further information contact David Archer at da@brgs.org.uk. 
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BRGS held its annual dance show entitled „Movie 

Memories‟ on the 19th & 20th March 2013. The dedicated 

group of pupils studied a variety of dance styles including 

street, jive, ballet, jazz and contemporary under the 

direction of Mrs Bamber (Head of Dance). 

 

 

Many pupils involved in the show had not attended any 

formal training outside of school and therefore had to stay 

extremely committed to learning the different styles of dance 

and master many complex techniques. 

They performed routines inspired by many different movies 

including Avatar, Hunger Games, Slumdog Millionaire, Kung 

Fu Panda and Shrek. 

 

The following Year 8-13 pupils choreographed dances for the show: 

Year 8 

Robyn Westerman and Olivia White 

 

Year 9 

Jessica Fogarty, Ella Beardsworth, Emma Ogden and Kennedy Duffy. 

 

Year 10 

Alice Jane Evans, Caitlin Shackleton, Charlotte Duncan, Eve Williams, Gemma Nuttall, 

Lauren Jenkins, Lewis Robinson, Lily Pearson, Ruth Lester, Saffron Neal, Sophie Duncan, 

Amy Duncan and Ellen Horbaczewskyj. 

 

Year 11 

Lucie Connolly and Olivia Walker 

 

Year 13 

Lisa Darrer 

The pupils whose names are in bold above were also 

dance captains, meaning that they helped to lead 

practices and assisted with the organisation of the 

show, so an extra special thank you to them. 

The show was performed over two nights, and was a 

great success for all involved.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please could we remind parents to phone the school office (Tel: 01706 234500) before 10 

am on the morning your child is absent from school so that we can update their attendance 

record.  Alternatively you can e-mail Mrs Whyte on taw@brgs.org.uk. For Sixth Form 

absences please ring 01706 233400 or e-mail Mrs Ramsell on fir@brgs.org.uk.  
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Students have 
collected and 
presented non-

perishable food to 
the RAFT 

Foundation, Rossendale’s Local Food 
Bank.   
 

RAFT is run entirely by volunteers to 
provide food 

parcels for 
families and 
individuals 

in the local 
community.   

 
Thank you 

to all those 
who donated. 

 

 

Haslingden U12 girls’ football team 

were invited to play in the 
Brandlesholme Warriors Challenge 

Cup. Year 7 student Rebecca 
Prestage slotted home the first 

goal. After an exciting match, the game 
ended 2-2 but it went straight into penalties. 

Haslingden won 4-2 on penalties to lift the 
Challenge Cup, their second trophy of the 

season. 
 

Manager Stephen Felinski said “I could not be 
any prouder the way these girls have 

performed throughout the season, well done.’’ 
 



     

 

Physics students challenged in national competition 
 
Can you answer the question below? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is one of the easier starter questions taken from the AS Challenge paper, part of the 

British Physics Olympiad set by the University of Oxford. This year 19 BRGS Year 12 pupils sat 

the paper, and all produced work of a very high standard. Given the demand of the paper the 

BRGS Physics department is delighted that so many students were able to cope with a very 

tricky set of questions. The following certificates were awarded: 

 
Asanish Kalyanansundaram Gold 

Mohammed Kouta  Gold 

Anna Ainsworth   Silver 

Connor Hayden-Pawson Silver 

Jasper Howard  Silver 

Jack Kiely   Silver 

Rafi Mahmood   Silver 

Alex Porteous   Silver 

Jack Starkie   Silver 

Alex Wilson   Silver 

Ameer Ali    Bronze 

Adam Dad   Bronze 

Thomas Kelly   Bronze 

Sam Kitson-Platt  Bronze 

Jai Mamman   Bronze 

Saumitra Mishra  Bronze 

Luke Quigley   Bronze  

Connor Rothwell  Bronze  

Adam Walker   Bronze 

 

Congratulations in particular to Asanish and Mohammed who will proceed to the next stage of 

the competition next year.  

 

PS. If you’re still scratching your head about the question above, the answer is A!  



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Year 13 Physics students studying cosmology were, this month, able to visit the 
observatory in Bacup. The trip was a huge success with students able to see many 

incredible sights including Jupiter, Saturn and a number of galaxies, stars and nebulae 
throughout the universe.  

 
The outing involved Sixth Form students who paid a visit to the observatory late on 
Wednesday night along with Mr Wilkinson the Head of Physics who was more excited 

than anyone to examine the night sky. The darkness lent a great backdrop to the 
spectacular formations on show giving everyone a great view of things above.  

 
Students were given a talk about the centre and the equipment used by the 
astronomers before being guided outside to sample the tools by looking up at objects 

in the sky. 
 

The Astronomy Centre situated between Bacup and Todmorden is an organisation run 
entirely on donations by members and visitors throughout the year. They have 

various pieces of equipment including one huge dome capable of opening up and 
turning 360 degrees to view almost anything in the sky. There are also several other 
smaller telescopes capable of being turned and used to view objects light-years from 

Earth with the help of clever computer programmes.  
 

All in all, the entire trip turned out really well with everyone learning new things as 
well as having a brilliant time. A great reason to study Physics at BRGS. 



Monday 27th – Friday 31st May  Half-term holiday 

Wednesday 29th –Friday 31st May  Year 7 Paris trip  

Monday 3rd – Wednesday 5th June  Year 8 Anglesey trip 

Tuesday 11th & Thursday 13th June  Year 8 Geography/Science trip to Yorkshire Dales 

Wednesday 12th June    Art Exhibition 

Friday 14th – Sunday 16th June  Longsleddale trip 

Tuesday 18th June    Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 25th June Open Evening (for children in Year 5 wishing to sit 

the entrance exam for entry 2014/2015)  

Wednesday 26th & Thursday 27th June 6th Form Preview Days 

Friday 28th June    Year 13 Leavers’ Ball 

Friday 28th – Sunday 30th June  D of E Silver Assessment 

Monday 1st to Tuesday 2nd July  AS Biology Field trip 

Tuesday 2nd & Thursday 4th July  New Intake Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 3rd July    Futures Event 

Friday 5th July     Year 11 Prom 

Saturday 6th – Thursday 11th July  D of E Gold Assessment 

Wednesday 10th July    Summer Music Concert 

Thursday 11th July    Year 6 Taster Day 

      Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 15th – Thursday 18th June  Year 9 Camp 

Monday 15th – Wednesday 17th June D of E Bronze Assessment 

Wednesday 17th July    Year 8 Battle of the Bands 

Thursday 25th July to:   Summer Holiday 

– Tuesday 3rd September   Years 7 & 12  start school 

- Wednesday 4th September   Years 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 return to school 

 

 

OPEN DAY/EVENING 
TUESDAY 25th JUNE 2013 

 
If you would like your child to sit the entrance exam for Year 7 (2014 

intake), the following information should be noted:- 
 

9.30 – 10.30 am   Open Day - Tour of school  
6.30 – 8.30 pm   Open Evening - Presentation and tour of school 

 

Entrance exam date: Saturday 28th September 2013 
 

All information can now be found on our web-site www.brgs.org.uk.  Please 
click on About Us and Admissions where a Prospectus, Admissions Policy and 
Blue Information Booklet can be downloaded.  If you wish to register your 

child to sit the exam on Saturday 28th September 2013, please click on the 
blue “Register” button and fill out the application form on-line.   

 

The registration deadline is 12 noon on Friday 20th September 2013.  No 

applications will be accepted after that time. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.brgs.org.uk/


 
Year 10 Football 
 

The year 10 football team won the Rossendale Cup for the 
second year running after some exciting matches.   They beat 
Alder Grange 4-3 in the semi-final with a last minute winner. 

 
In the final they were 2-0 down with 15 minutes left but fought 

back to draw 2-2 and win 9-8 on penalties.  Well done guys! 
 
Year 8 Rugby 

 
The year 8 rugby team won the Rossendale tournament for the second year running, 

defeating all the other valley schools at Marl Pits in a competition arranged by 
Rossendale Rugby Club. 
 

Captain, Harvey Crookes-Bowers, and Mark Rutherford-Shaw were the stars of the 
team.  Harvey is currently doing very well playing for Preston Grasshoppers. 

 
Year 7 Cross Country Runners 
 

BRGS had a number of runners who represented Rossendale at 
the Lancashire Schools’ Cross Country Championships.  Well 

done to all runners but a particular mention to the Year 7 teams 
where the girls and boys finished 3rd and 2nd respectively. 
 

Girls     Boys 
Emily Morgan   Max Broughton 

Alice Hopkinson   George Wilson 
Charlotte Mort   Ben Green  

     Kian Grenfell 
 
Upper 6th Football 

 
Curtis Gallagher this year represented Lancashire Schools U18 Football 

– representing the side for the whole season.  A tremendous 
achievement.  Well done Curtis! 
 

 
 

Year 8 Indoor Athletics 
 
The year 8 girls and boys won the 

Rossendale Indoor Athletics 
Championships and finished fifth and 

seventh respectively in the Lancashire 
event. 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Wonderful news concerning a Year 13 Drama student who 

has made it into drama school!  
 

Mariella Giomarelli has competed with thousands of applicants for one of 
thirty places at LIPA (The Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts). Well done 

Mariella, the staff and students of BRGS are very proud of you! 
 

 

 
 

Parental Questionnaire 
 
Thank you for the 570 completed parental questionnaires which we 

received just before Easter.  The company which carried out the survey 
has now analysed your replies and identified key trends.  We were 

delighted that you gave BRGS an excellent overall performance score 
(85%) with 18% of parents believing that the school has improved 

over the last year and 13% of new parents stating that BRGS 
surpasses their expectations! 

  
From an academic viewpoint, parents are most happy with the delivery 

of psychology, food technology and PSHE and from a non-academic 
perspective, parents are most happy with school security, school 

communication and the development of moral values.   
  

Areas which we have identified as needing further development 

include our careers advice, consistency in levels of homework across 
the different year groups and your top priority for improvement was 

school facilities. 
  

In addition to the analysis of the questionnaires, we received a 
number of helpful written comments providing us with further insight 

as to what you feel works well and what you feel we need to focus our 
efforts on improving.  These comments were all made anonymously so 

if you require a personal response then please do get in touch directly. 
  

Thank you again for the time you spent completing the 
questionnaire.  It is greatly appreciated in informing the future 

strategy of the school. 
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BRGS Orienteers at JK 2013 

 
The orienteers made the annual trip to 
the Jan Kjellstrom International Festival 

of Orienteering at Easter – 4 days of 
top class orienteering in sprint, classic 

and relay formats. The team travelled 
down to Reading University on Good 

Friday, the venue for the sprint races. 
The courses were arranged around the 
University campus and proved to be 

extremely testing (if not somewhat 
confusing at times!). Accommodation 

was taken in the student houses of 
nearby Leighton Park School where we 
were treated to comfortable rooms and  

an excellent menu from the school 
restaurant facilities.  

 
On Saturday and Sunday, the classic 
races took place at Hambleden near 

Henley and Cold Ash near Reading (the 
format of the orienteering being the 

usual point to point course).  
 
The weekend ended with the relays 

which returned to Hambleden, home of 
International Horse Trials and Eventing.  

Four BRGS teams started and, to their 
credit, all four teams finished the event 
although tired legs meant that they 

were a long way behind the winners. 
 

Hannah Goldswain (W16B) and 
George Tanner (M14B) both came 
first in their respective age classes and 

were presented with awards for their 
achievement. Well done to them and to 

the whole team!   
 

Hannah and George at the JK 2013 

                      

 

George makes the NW 
Junior Squad 
We would like to congratulate George 
Tanner for being selected for the North 
West Junior Squad. George has been 

working hard over the last year to get a 
place in the squad and we are all 

delighted he has made it at last. Well 
done George. Now the hard work really 
begins! 

 
The NWJS is the only regional junior 

squad in England that has tough 
selection criteria. This is due to the very 

high quality of junior orienteers we 
have in the Northwest.  
 

George joins Jamie Hoyle who is also 
in the NW Junior Squad. 

 

We hope you have a great 
Half Term holiday 
and see you back 
at school on 
Monday 3rd June! 
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