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WELCOME TO THE GCSE OPTIONS BOOKLET 
 
TO PARENTS 
 
In September 2015, your son/daughter will begin a two year programme of study for their GCSE 
examinations for which final exams will take place in 2017.  Although it might feel like a long time 
in the future, now is the time for students to be deciding upon the subjects they wish to study.  
The GCSEs will involve different styles of teaching and new methods of assessment.  Although they 
may have begun some GCSE content in subjects such as Maths, Science and English, there will be 
controlled and/or internal assessment, and they will become more responsible for their own 
learning.   
 
The Core Curriculum: 
Aside from choices that students opt into, the core curriculum consists of the subjects that will be 
studied by all students in years 10 and 11.  All students will have a PE lesson each week.  In 
addition, there are the following GCSE subjects: 

 English (language and literature) 

 Mathematics 

 PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education) 

 Religious Studies 

 Science: Biology/Chemistry/Physics 
These subjects will lead to 7 GCSE qualifications (PSHCE doesn’t lead to a GCSE). 
 
Options: 
We feel at BRGS that our students should be given some element of choice in order to develop 
their strengths and follow subjects that they have aptitudes for.  These options subjects can be 
seen in the four option blocks below: 
 

Option 1 
Modern Foreign Languages 

Option 2 
Humanities 

Option 3 
Free Choice 1 

Option 4 
Free Choice 2 

French 
German 
Spanish 

Geography 
History 

Art 
Computing 
Drama 
Geography 
Music 
Technology: Food 
Technology: Product Design 
 

Art 
Computing  
Drama 
Geography 
German 
History 
Music 
PE (GCSE) 

(The table on page 5 shows the above information as a curriculum plan, indicating the number of hours allocated to 
each subject) 

 
At BRGS we believe that this gives students the opportunity to access a breadth of subjects or to 
focus on an academic area; so students can choose to study two modern foreign languages, two 
creative subjects, two humanities or any combination of these. Thus, students at BRGS will leave 
at the end of year 11 with 11 GCSE qualifications. Please note, however, that experience shows 
that on very rare occasions, numbers might be small in some of these subjects, and if they are not 
viable they will be withdrawn from the option block. 
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Final Advice: 
The process of choosing GCSE options is an important one and we try to provide as much guidance 
as possible.  The year 9 parents' evening on Tuesday January 22nd   gives you an opportunity to 
hear how your son/daughter is progressing, and to fine tune option choices.  There will also be an 
opportunity to speak to senior staff concerning option choices. 
  

Your child must return the enclosed option choice form (copy of this on page 30) to their form 
teacher by 3.10pm on Friday 30st January,  but do not return it before the parents’ evening. 
 
We hope to accommodate the subject choices of all students, but we also need to deploy teaching 
staff as economically as possible.  It may be necessary, therefore, to withdraw particular subjects 
for which there is very little demand.  In this eventuality, parents and students will be fully 
consulted; students are asked to rank their choices for all options to facilitate this process. 
 
There will also be a problem if too many students opt for a particular subject, in which case 
students may be selected to move to a different subject.  This selection will be done on the basis 
of the availability of places in their second and third choices, and on the basis of school 
assessments, as well as on teachers’ recommendations and data concerning student progress in 
chosen subjects.  Parents and students will be consulted at all stages. 
 
Students should regard the choice of subjects submitted on 30th January as their final rather than 
provisional choice.  It is with this information that the school’s timetable for next year is 
constructed.  If many students were to change their choices at a later date, severe problems could 
be caused, such as sets which grow too large and detrimentally affect lessons or sets which shrink 
to an unviable size and therefore make our use of resources inefficient. 
 
We strongly advise students not to wish to change their option choices in the light of their end-of-
year exam results.  These are ephemeral and can be affected by random factors; students should 
know by January which subjects they enjoy, which they show the highest ability in, and which will 
be of most benefit to their future careers.  If they have no clear ideas about their futures, they 
should choose subjects which will not restrict them at a later date. 
 
 
 
 
       

 
MR A. B. Porteous      MR P.W. Reeves  

 HEADMASTER      ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER 
(Pastoral)    
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TABLE 1  THE YEAR 10/11 CURRICULUM PLAN 2015-2017 
Hours/ fortnight   

 Non- Examination courses 

 

1 

2 

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education – PSHCE 

Physical Education 

 Examination courses 

8 English Language and English Literature (two GCSEs) 

6 Mathematics  

12 Biology, Chemistry and Physics (three GCSEs) 

3 Religious Studies (GCSE)  

5 Option 1 - Languages French 

  German 

  Spanish 

5 Option 2 - Humanities Geography 

  History 

4 Option 3 – Free Choice 1 Art 

  Computing  

  Drama 

  Geography 

  Music 

  Technology (Food) 

  Technology (Product Design) 

   

4 Option 4 - Free Choice 2 Art 

  Computing  

  Drama  

Geography 

  German 

  History 

  Music 

 

 

TOTAL = 50hrs 

 Physical Education 
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TO STUDENTS 
 
Choosing the subjects which you wish to study for GCSE examinations should not be done lightly.  
Discuss the matter with your parents and make your decisions sensibly, paying attention to your 
own interests, not those of your friends. 
 
Take careful note of what your teachers say about you and their subject.  Most have long 
experience of preparing students for exams and some are examiners so they understand the 
demands of the subject and how it will suit you.  Their advice is particularly important in helping 
you with controlled assessment which continues throughout years 10 and 11 and produces part of 
your final mark. 
 
Next year’s teaching groups and timetable are arranged according to your choices.  This takes a 
considerable time so it is unlikely that you will be able to change your subjects once you have 
decided. 
 
In competition for jobs in the future, or for entry into higher education at universities and colleges, 
you will find that the grades you obtain in your GCSE examinations are most important and are 
actually the only results you can write down on the various application forms to show your 
academic achievement to date.  The next two years are, therefore, the most important academic 
hurdle of your life so far.  Choose carefully and work hard to achieve your full potential. 
 
 

 
 
Mr P Chambers 
HEAD OF YEAR 9 
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GUIDELINES FOR SELECTING OPTIONAL COURSES 
 
Your teachers will discuss GCSE courses with you in lessons, but we also want you to seek advice at 
any time if you have a question or worry.  The courses selected will provide you with a balanced 
curriculum, but it is hoped that you will take the following key points into account: 
 
(a) Career Needs  

Most students are still very unsure of future career choices.  Subjects should be chosen on 
the basis of keeping as many doors open as possible.  You can seek advice from your head 
of year who will put you in touch with a careers advisor about qualifications needed for 
jobs and to make sure you do not drop any subjects which are vital for particular careers. 

 
(b) Ability 
 Your choice of subjects should reflect your ability in them.  You will already have a fairly 

clear idea about this, but if you are unsure, ask your teacher. 
 
(c) Interest 
 You should select subjects in which you have a definite interest and the motivation to do 

well.  This is especially important because some GCSE subjects have a large and essential 
controlled assessment component.  In some subjects it has to be done during school time, 
but, in some, much work at home is expected and deadlines must be met. 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – FAQS 
 
1. What am I doing when filling in the sheet “Year 10 - GCSE choices”? 
 You are indicating which subjects you would like to take during Years 10 and 11 in addition 

to PSHCE, R.E., PE, English Language, English Literature, mathematics and the sciences 
which are compulsory. 

 
2. Will I be able to do what I want? 
 Probably.  If you cannot, it will be for very good reasons.  It could be because the school is 

not sure that your subject choice matches your ability level.  It could be because your 
career choice does not match your choice of subjects.  It could be because the demand for 
the subject is not sufficient to justify setting up the group, or that the group is too large to 
accommodate everyone.  This can be a particular problem in practical subjects where the 
numbers of machines and other facilities permit only small classes compared with other 
subjects.  We have therefore asked you to list your choices in order of preference in the 
option blocks.  Please note that if you are undecided, you should write “1=“, or “2=“ etc. 

 
3. What if I don’t know what career I want? 
 There is no reason why you should and, if you don’t, the most sensible thing is to choose as 

broad a range of subjects as possible so that your career options are kept open. 
 
4. If I choose subjects now which I find I don’t like later on, can I change my subjects? 
 
 Once the timetable is written, the way that subjects are organised to fit into each day no 

longer match the flexibility that they appear to have on the option sheet you fill in.  This 
means that the possibility of changing your subject is very unlikely. 
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5. How do I actually choose my subjects? 
 You and your parents should talk about the range of subjects available in the option blocks. 

You will know whether you enjoy these subjects and your parents will have received a 
progress report on your performance in these subjects. Talk to your teachers. Additionally, 
you will be able to fine tune your decisions at the Year 9 Parents’ Evening. 

 
After these discussions, you and your parents will fill in the subject choice sheet at the end 
of this booklet.  You must return it to your form tutor on or before the date shown.  It may 
be necessary to see you or to see your parents, to reach a final agreement on which 
subjects you will study next September. 

 
6. Will I receive any regular Careers Advice? 

You have careers advice within the PSCHE course and this will become more detailed in 
years 10 and 11.  You will also be able to request individual careers interview with a 
Careers Officer during Year 11.  If you have any questions in addition to this then your head 
of year will put you in contact with someone who can give you careers advice.  It is 
important that you begin to look at the material you can find on our careers website, 
Lancashire Interactive. 
 
Lancashire Interactive is our web-based careers portal.  You will find a link to it on the 
school web-site, or can go directly to it using the address www.lancashireinteractive.co.uk 

  
On your first visit you should register with Lancashire Interactive using your school user 
name and password.  The school code you will need for registration is 47513.  Once you 
have logged in, find the U-Explore app and click on it to register again (use your school 
username and password - you will only need to do this double registration once 

  
There are some short videos on our Moodle site you can download which will explain how 
to use Lancashire Interactive. Look for “Introduction to Lancashire Interactive” and 
“Options and Careers at BRGS.” 

 
7. What happens at the end of Year 11? 
 In recent years most of the year group has stayed at BRGS to continue with A level courses.  

We are proud of our examination record and our ability to encourage students to develop 
their potential so that they are fully prepared to move on to higher education, 
apprenticeships or work at 18 years of age. 

 
8. What courses are available? 
 There is a wide range of subjects available.  Heads of Departments have written about each 

subject in the rest of this booklet but if you have any questions please do have a word with 
them or with your teachers. 

 

http://proxysrv/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.lancashireinteractive.co.uk
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TEACHERS IN CHARGE OF SUBJECTS 
 
 
The Core Curriculum 
 
 English Language and English Literature Miss C. Meredith 
 Mathematics     Mr W. Seddon 
 Religious Studies    Mr A. J. Whyte 
 
 SCIENCE:      Miss C. Byrne 
 Biology      Miss C. Byrne 
 Chemistry     Miss H. J. Bowden  
 Physics      Mr A. Wilkinson 
 
 PE      Mr B. Baird 
 PSHCE      Mrs J. Nelson 
 
Option 1 - Languages 
 
 Head of Department    Mr P. N. Wyton 
 
Option 2 - Humanities 
 
 Geography     Mr M. A. Spencer 
 History      Mrs G. Grehan 
 
Options 3/4- Free Choice 
 Art and Design     Miss D. Bamford 

Computing     Mrs J. Sharp 
Drama      Mr M. Neve 
Music      Mr S. Mercer 

 Technology: Product Design   Mr J. Fitton 
Technology: Food    Mrs A. Jackson 

 German     Mr P. N. Wyton 
 Geography     Mr M. A. Spencer 
 History      Mr C. Williamson 
 Physical Education    Mr B. Baird 
 
 
Head of Year 9     Mr P. Chambers 
 
Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral)   Mr P. Reeves 
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THE CORE CURRICULUM 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
and ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
GCSE level English is a lively, demanding and enjoyable 
area of study.  All students will complete GCSE English 
Language and GCSE English Literature examinations.  
This leads to certification in two GCSEs and this is 
reflected in the amount of timetabled English and the 
homework set.   
 
The programme of study continues the integrated 
approach to English studies  that students are used to in 
Key Stage Three, in which a broad variety of literary and non-literary texts are studied and language 
skills are developed for use in a variety of contexts.  These contexts involve writing for different 
purposes and audiences in a range of styles. Students must also complete an assessed spoken 
presentation with a question and feedback session, displaying their ability to present a formal subject 
in Standard English. Both GCSE Language and Literature are assessed by examination only; there is no 
coursework or controlled assessment component.  
 
A grade C or above is an essential qualification for students wishing to study A Levels and for most 
careers.  This is not surprising when we consider the broadening of the mind that students experience 
through literary and linguistic study and the increased ability to successfully express ideas and 
communicate powerfully, allowing access to the ever increasing global population who speak English. 

 
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE: 
 

Paper 1   Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing – Examination 50% (1 hour 45 minutes) 

 Reading of one literature fiction text (analysis of the writer’s techniques) 

 Descriptive or narrative writing (own writing) 

Paper 2   Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives – Examination 50% (1 hour 45 minutes)  

 Reading of one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text (analysis of the writer’s 
techniques) 

 Writing to present a viewpoint (own writing) 

Non Examination Assessment: Spoken Language – 0% 

 A formal presentation to an audience 

 Responding to questions and feedback 

 Use of Standard English 
 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE: 
 

Paper 1   Shakespeare and the Nineteenth Century Novel – Examination 40% (1 hour 45 minutes) 

 Shakespeare 

 Nineteenth Century novel 

Paper 2  Modern Texts and Poetry – Examination 60% (2 hours 15 minutes) 

 Modern texts (prose or drama) 

 Poetry (from the AQA anthology) 

 Unseen Poetry 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Introduction 
Students in years 10 and 11 will work through the new National Curriculum 
Programme of Study working towards receiving the new GCSE grades of 1-9 
rather than A* to G. We will be working towards all students covering the 
Higher tier which allows for the grades 4 to 9 which are equivalent to the 
current grades of A* to C.  The GCSE has changed to give students confidence in 
using mathematical skills at a higher level and allow them a strong foundation 
for further academic or vocational study in whatever specialism they wish. 
 
Course Structure 
The new GCSE is a linear course and there are three examination exams to be taken in Y11.   There 
is no coursework element within the GCSE.  The schedule for assessment can be seen in the table 
below. 

 
Setting 
Students are completely re-set as they enter Y10, based on the outcomes of their end of key stage 
3 examinations in mathematics.  . 

 
Homework 
Students will be set homework twice a week and this will 
generally be a reinforcement of the ideas learnt in lessons. 
 
Testing and Assessment 
Each topic will be followed by a test to judge understanding.  
Staff will also make assessments based on a pupil’s 
performance in class and on homework.  Students should aim 
for understanding, precision, clarity and neatness in their work.  
Students will always be expected to show detailed workings to 
support their answers and be able to explain their reasoning 
using clear and concise terminology for both mathematical and 
non-mathematical contexts. 
 

Equipment 
Students will be provided with a text book.  This should be brought to all lessons.  In addition, 
students should always have with them a pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, pair of compasses and a 
scientific calculator. 
 
 

 
 

  

Exam Date Duration Weighting Calculators? Content 

Paper 1 Summer of Y11 1hr 30 min 33.3%  Not allowed All the course 

Paper 2 Summer of Y11 1hr 30 min 33.3% Allowed All the course 

Paper 3 Summer of Y11 1hr 30 min 33.3% Allowed All the course 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH & CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
 

 

In a fast-changing society, it is important that young people and 
schools address the skills needed for adult life.  PSHCE places young 
people’s personal and social development at the heart of the 
educational process.  Students’ learning needs between the ages of 
14 and 16 are inextricably linked to their development as young 
people.  The inclusion of PSHCE in the key stage 4 curriculum is 
aimed at enabling young people to access their potential, so that 
they will be prepared for life beyond school and for adulthood as 
participating members of society. 

 
In years 10-11, the focus is on careers and preparation for the world of work and economic 
awareness.  Health education focuses on diet and fitness, first aid, sex and relationship education, 
and substance awareness.  In Citizenship, students will have the opportunity to develop applied 
knowledge about becoming an active citizen.  They will reflect on the wider community and on the 
role they have now and will have in the future, as young citizens.  
 
The topics studied are:  
 
Human Rights 
 
Communities and identities – being an active citizen 
Roles, rights and responsibilities 
Criminal and Civil Justice 
 
Power, Politics and the Media 
 
The influence of the media. 
The importance of voting. 
 
The Global Village 
 
Environmental Issues 
The United Kingdom’s Place in the World 
 
A specialist team of teachers, supported by the tutors and Heads of Year, deliver this area of the 
curriculum.  Various methods are used including visiting speakers and county support staff, and 
up-to-date video and Internet resources.  The emphasis in this subject is on involvement and 
ownership by the students, and the course adapts to their needs and the changes in the wider 
community of which we are a part.  Students are encouraged to use and develop Key Skills, such as 
Working with Others, Problem Solving, Improving own Learning and Performance, and 
Communication.  Above all, it encourages informed decision-making, an important skill for every 
young citizen approaching adult life and choices. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - CORE 
 
 
All students in Year 10 and 11 have one period of core  
PE each week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Activities include:  

 football 

 hockey 

 health related exercise 

 netball 

 trampolining 

 badminton 

 dance 

 rounders 

 athletics 

 softball 

 cricket. 
 
 

 
Students will continue with the processes they have developed in years 7-9 through the teaching 
of these activities.  
 

These processes include: 

 developing skills 

 making and applying decisions 

 evaluating and improving 

 developing physical and mental capacity; and  

 promoting a healthy active lifestyle. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
 

 
All students will be entered for a full GCSE 
examination in Religious Studies. 
 
What does the course provide? 
This course enables students to develop critical 
thinking, empathy, debating and analytical skills, and 
provides opportunities for appreciation of other 
people’s viewpoints by sharing ideas. The fun of 
discussing and arguing many different viewpoints is 
developed in the classroom with GCSE Religious 
Studies. 

 
 
 
What does the course study? 
The GCSE syllabus covers a range of interesting and topical issues, 
which examine the religious, moral, scientific and social 
dimensions of life. Key questions such as ‘Does God exist?’ and 
‘Has science displaced religion?’ highlight deep philosophical 
issues. 
 
Topics for moral debate such as abortion, euthanasia, and capital punishment are regularly raised 
in the media, as well as in the R.S. classroom! Many citizenship and social issues are discussed in 
this course – the purpose of punishment and prisons; the use of war as a means to end conflict; 
racism and prejudice; attitudes to the environment. The role of marriage and attitudes to sex 
today are also part of the syllabus. Two religions are studied – Christianity and Islam, and non-
religious viewpoints are expressed as well! 

 
 
As you can see, this GCSE delves into some very interesting issues. It 
is assessed by two 1½ hour examinations, and there is no 
coursework requirement. 
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GCSE SCIENCES 
 

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS 
 

The National Curriculum requires that all students follow a Science 
course which embodies Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Students will 
take separate science GCSEs in year 10 in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics, through the AQA examination board, leading to three 
individual GCSE grades.   
 
Each subject will be examined by three externally assessed written 
examinations of equal weighting. In addition, students will undertake 
one internally assessed piece of controlled assessment, contributing to 
25% of the final mark. These examinations all take place at the end of 
year 11. Students in BRGS will be expected to sit the higher level 
papers. 
 
Students will be allocated into a set at the end of year 9 based upon exam results and internal 
assessments. Five forms will be divided into 6 sets and each set will be taught by three specialists. 
Students will be in the same set for all their science lessons. 
 
By studying the three sciences students will have a superb opportunity to excel in all science areas, 
not least because of the commitment to excellent teaching so regularly demonstrated by staff of 
the Science Faculty. Students from any set will be able, on meeting entry criteria, to progress into 
the Sixth Form to study Science A-Levels. 
  
The syllabi for all Science A-Levels follow naturally from those of the separate science GCSEs and 
are based on the modular style of teaching and examination. 
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OPTION 1 - LANGUAGES 
 

FRENCH 
 
France’s high profile in European affairs, and Britain’s increasingly 
close links with the country, are in themselves convincing reasons 
for the study of French.  However, we should realise that this is 
only part of the picture, for French is spoken on five continents by 
an estimated 120 million people. 

 
Students will be entered for the AQA examination. 
 
The syllabus will develop students’ understanding and use of the language in both the spoken and 
written form. 
 
The course aims to be stimulating and well-structured, so communication in French will be as 
important as mastery of the grammatical concepts. 
 
Your course: 
Over two years, we will investigate a range of topics including: 

 Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles 

 Relationships, future plans and social issues 

 Free time and media 

 Holidays 

 Home, local area and environment 

 School, future plans and the world of work 
 
 
How you will be assessed: 
Unit 1 Listening 40 minutes exam at end of Year 11  20% of GCSE 
Unit 2 Reading 40 minutes exam at end of Year 11  20% of GCSE 
Unit 3  Speaking Two controlled assessments in school 30% of GCSE 
Unit 4 Writing Two controlled assessments in school 30% of GCSE 

 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thought for the day: 

There have been fewer and fewer students leaving school in the UK with language 

qualifications! In a global economy where communication is vital, we should actually be 

doing more language study not less! This is part of the reason why we ask you to do at 

least one language at BRGS! Ever thought of doing two? 
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GERMAN 

 
German is, surprisingly, the most widely spoken language in Europe 
today and is extensively used in Scandinavia and the new 
democracies of Eastern Europe.  The German language and way of 
life are readily accessible to the people of the North of England and 
there are numerous links between the two countries.  Always an 
important language of culture and commerce, it has traditionally 
been regarded as a key language in science, particularly chemistry, 
and many courses in business studies and science at British 

universities incorporate a German component in their syllabuses.  Careers in law and business 
increasingly have a foreign language dimension in their activities as the countries of Europe come 
closer together. 
 
GCSE German is a stepping stone to gaining access to this world.  The 
course emphasises communication and comprehension skills as it seeks 
to be interesting and relevant to students’ needs.  Equal importance is 
placed on all 4 language areas: speaking, listening, reading and writing, to 
provide a balanced course matched to the needs and abilities of our 
students. 
 
Your course: 
Over two years, we will investigate a range of topics including: 

 Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles 

 Relationships, future plans and social issues 

 Free time and media 

 Holidays 

 Home, local area and environment 

 School, future plans and the world of work 
 
 
How you will be assessed: 
Unit 1 Listening 40 minutes exam at end of Year 11  20% of GCSE 
Unit 2 Reading 40 minutes exam at end of Year 11  20% of GCSE 
Unit 3  Speaking Two controlled assessments in school 30% of GCSE 
Unit 4 Writing Two controlled assessments in school 30% of GCSE 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Thought for the day: 

There have been fewer and fewer students leaving school in the UK with language 

qualifications! In a global economy where communication is vital, we should actually be 

doing more language study not less! This is part of the reason why we ask you to do at 

least one language at BRGS! Ever thought of doing two? 
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SPANISH 
 
All students at BRGS are required to study at least one foreign language and 
those students from the tutor groups who have studied Spanish in Years 8 and 9 
are welcome to choose to continue studying Spanish in Years 10 and 11.  They 
will take the Higher Level GCSE examination at the end of  
Year 11. 

 
Spanish is a language growing in importance and popularity.  
Over 400 million people world-wide speak Spanish.  A 
knowledge of Spanish opens the doors to the exciting and 
varied cultures of Spain and Latin America. 
 
The language is lively and grammatically logical. 
 
For non-linguists, Spanish GCSE will be a very valuable 
qualification for the future.  For the linguist, there will be the 
chance to study A or AS level Spanish in the Sixth Form at BRGS. 

 
Your course: 
Over two years, we will investigate a range of topics including: 

 Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles 

 Relationships, future plans and social issues 

 Free time and media 

 Holidays 

 Home, local area and environment 

 School, future plans and the world of work 
 
How you will be assessed: 
Unit 1 Listening 40 minutes exam at end of Year 11  20% of GCSE 
Unit 2 Reading 40 minutes exam at end of Year 11  20% of GCSE 
Unit 3  Speaking Two controlled assessments in school 30% of GCSE 
Unit 4 Writing Two controlled assessments in school 30% of GCSE 

Thought for the day: 

There have been fewer and fewer students leaving school in the UK with language 

qualifications! In a global economy where communication is vital, we should actually be doing 

more language study not less! This is part of the reason why we ask you to do at least one 

language at BRGS! Ever thought of doing two? 
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OPTION 2 - HUMANITIES 
GEOGRAPHY 

The aim of Geography at GCSE is to enable students to widen their 
knowledge and understanding of the ways in which man and the 
environment affect the development of different places at a variety 
of scales from local to global.  Since the factors involved are 
constantly changing we use the most up-to-date information available and try to present it using a 
variety of different approaches. 
 
The GCSE Geography curriculum is regularly reviewed in order to ensure that the subject remains as 
topical as possible and that the issues studied are those which are the most relevant and engaging to 
the students.  
 
The coursework element of GCSE Geography no longer relies on the submission of a lengthy piece of 
fieldwork but will instead be assessed by a controlled assessment. This enables us to reduce the time 
devoted to this aspect of the course and to concentrate more on the quality of pupil’s work and 
understanding. However fieldtrips and practical skills will remain a key aspect of Geography at BRGS. 
The current GCSE fieldtrip takes place at the beginning of Year 11 and involves collecting data in 
Bowness-on-Windermere, in the Lake District. We also currently offer an optional visit to Italy in the 
Easter half-term. 
 
The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever done before. 
Geography explains why, and helps prepare you for those changes. Geography tackles the big issues: 
environmental responsibility; global interdependence; cultural understanding and tolerance; 
understanding the world of commerce, trade and industry.  It also incorporates a scientific study of the 
physical processes that shape the world around us. 

 
Topics that will be studied over the two-year course will include a 
mixture of physical, human and environmental themes. The physical 
units include: ‘The Restless Earth’ (earthquakes, volcanoes and 
associated hazards); ‘The Coastal Zone’ and ‘The Living World’ (looking 
at several ecosystems and their management). Human topics are 
concerned with understanding social, economic and political changes – 
we study 3 topics: ’Changing Urban Environments’; ‘Tourism’ and ‘The 
Development Gap’.  

 
Environmental issues such sustainability, climate change and environmental management are an 
essential aspect of most geographical topics and can be seen as running themes throughout the 
syllabus. 
 
The majority of students studying Geography at GCSE find it interesting and relevant. At BRGS there 
has always been a good retention rate in Geography meaning that a high percentage of our GCSE 
students continue to study the subject at A level. It provides a good basis for most future study 
programmes and the transferable skills acquired (data analysis, communication skills, problem solving, 

creative thinking) are an asset in the complex world of employment today. In part this is because the 
subject combines a knowledge of science and an understanding of the arts. 
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HISTORY 

 
The GCSE History course will follow the AQA’s syllabus A, School’s History Project. There will be two 
compulsory question papers and coursework. All candidates will take the same question papers i.e. there 
will be a single tier of assessment. 
 
Paper 1 (1¾ hours duration) will carry 35% of the assessment and students will carry out a “Study in 
Development: Medicine through Time”. This study in development should enable students to gain an 
overview of the main changes and trends in medicine from prehistoric times to the present day.  
Paper 2 (1¾ hours duration) will carry 40% of the assessment and will be an “Enquiry in Depth”. This will 
involve a study of “Germany 1919-45” and is intended to encourage students to develop and enrich their 
understanding of events and people through the study of political, economic, social and cultural aspects of 
Germany during this period. 
Controlled Assessment will carry 25% of the assessment and will consist of a:  
Historical Enquiry: History Around Us (25%). This assignment will facilitate the study of history from its 
visible remains and will involve fieldwork at Quarry Bank Mill, Styal (Cheshire). The assignment will be 
written under exam conditions.  
 
Further detail on the course content and methods of assessment is available at the following web address:  
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-a-9140  
 
Our GCSE course seeks to equip students with the historical knowledge and skills which will contribute to a 
balanced, rounded education. Students should: 

 acquire knowledge and understanding of the human past; 

 investigate historical events, changes and issues; 

 develop an understanding of how the past has been represented and interpreted; 

 use historical sources critically in their historical context;  

 draw conclusions and appreciate that these and other historical conclusions are liable to re-assessment 
in the light of new or re-interpreted evidence; 

 provide a sound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest. 
 
History is highly regarded, because of the skills and knowledge which it imparts, as an acceptable subject 
for many careers including  the law, civil service, politics, police, personnel work, nursing, the leisure 
industry, archaeology, business studies and welfare and social work. GCSE History has been highly popular 
at BRGS for many years; there are at present 115 students in Year 11 and 120 in Year 10. Many students 
progress to study History at A Level. At present there are 85 students in the Lower Sixth and 50 in the 
Upper Sixth. BRGS History students have consistently achieved outstanding results at GCSE and A Level.  

 
          

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 A public dissection being carried out at the end 

of the 16th century 
The rise of the Nazi Party. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-a-9140
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OPTION 3/4 – Free Choice Options 
ART AND DESIGN 
 
                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The GCSE course consists of two components: 
Coursework/portfolio will involve two projects on set themes and accounts for 60% of the total marks.  
The coursework allows for individual creative responses. Project 1 tends to extend from September Yr. 10 – 
May Yr. 10. Project 2 extends from June Yr. 10 to the end of January Yr. 11. Controlled assessment involves 
a question from the AQA set exam paper and accounts for 40% of the total mark. The exam project extends 
from February to end April. The first couple of months is for support work ending with a 10 hour controlled 
test that tends to straddle the Easter holiday. This involves two days off timetable. 
 
The options available within this syllabus include: 
Graphics, drawing and painting, 3D studies, printmaking and a combination of these options supported by 
photography and computer graphics such as the teaching of Adobe Photoshop. If students have a passion 
and flair for a particular aspect of art such as animation, fashion and 3D modelling, we will fully support this 
and encourage students to develop this personal interest. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                             
  

 

Art and design coupled with computer packages and a creative, individual, mind is the 
future! The conglomerate creative industries are booming and are increasingly becoming 
a significant part of a global economy. These industries include computer gaming, 
animation, web design, product design, architecture, graphic design, fashion design, 
automotive design, desk top design and many other design based creative vocations. In 
addition, art also caters to an individual who is interested in areas of employment such as 
landscape, interior and urban space design, costume design, textiles, art historian, fine 
artist, teaching and lecturing, art/museum curator, photographer, model maker, set 
designer and art therapist, to name a few.  

Art opens doors to creative freedom and a great career! 

This course is mainly concerned with the visual presentation of ideas, though 
students are also expected to increase their knowledge and understanding of art 
history. Candidates will be taught the skills and techniques necessary to enable 
them to explore problems and ideas involved in visual concept and development. 
Whilst some drawing ability is desirable, a creative mind and the eagerness and 
stamina to learn and improve on techniques is more important. The emphasis is on 
intelligent, independent thought and an imaginative, forward thinking, response. 

The Art Department is staffed by experienced, driven, creative, staff who have a 
successful record of enabling students to do extremely well. High results are 
expected in this subject. Many students go on to study art at A’level. Otherwise, 
they use their GCSE to demonstrate a balanced personality or to allow an outlet for 
their imagination.  

The Art Department is equipped with computers, scanners and graphics tablets and 
has a large stock for varied media use. There is an extensive library of art books and 
resources. 

Portfolios and equipment can be bought from the art department at no profit to us. 
Homework club is on two or three nights weekly; students are encouraged to come 
in at lunch also. Art staff are always willing to support and help willing students. 

students.  

In a competitive employment market, employers are now seeking proof of the more creative mind 

and a well-developed GCSE Art course provides excellent evidence. 
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COMPUTING 

GCSE Computing builds on the programming skills and knowledge that students have acquired in Year 9.  

One of our main activities is using computers to solve problems and determining what can and cannot be 

computed.  A greater range of computing languages are introduced and students have the opportunity to 

learn more about how data is stored and processed in electronic circuits. 

Year 10 

There is plenty of programming involved in this course and 

students begin learning the basic computer programming 

constructs using Pascal.  You will also have the opportunity to 

look at the components inside the computer case and learn 

about their function. You will learn about how all data is stored in 

binary and the factors that affect the quality and file size of 

stored data.  After in the first half term after Christmas you will 

undertake your first coursework project which will involve 

researching methods to solve problems and implementing their 

solution using either a programming language or a software 

package.  Later in the year you will learn to store information in a 

database and write SQL to query a database. 

Year 11 

Students will continue to develop their programming skills in preparation for their second project 
which will involve planning, designing, programming and testing a solution to a set problem. You 
will also continue your study of computing topics including such areas as networks and the 
Internet. 
 
The GCSE Computing course consists of three units: 
 

 Unit A451 Computer systems and programming (40% of GCSE): Assessed through a 
written exam to be taken in year 11 

 Unit A452 Practical investigation (30% of GCSE): Assessed through the completion of a 
practical project in Year 10 

 Unit A453 Programming project (30% of GCSE): Assessed through the completion of a 
practical programming project in Year 11 

 

The GCSE Computing course is a challenging course which requires 100% dedication and commitment from 

all those who take this option. It will be hard work but rewarding for those who have a keen interest in 

Computing and who want to be part of the next UK computer programming generation.  

For those students who are considering taking an A level in Computing in the sixth form, this GCSE course 

will provide them with the foundation knowledge to help them to succeed. This course is an excellent 

choice for those who wish to pursue careers in computer science, engineering and games programming and 

design. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MicroATX_Motherboard_with_AMD_Athlon_Processor_2_Digon3.jpg
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DRAMA  
This is both a highly enjoyable academic and practical course that 
combines captivating performance coursework and a written 
examination with a variety of stimulating and creative projects. 
Drama brings plays and novels to life, from the page to the stage, 
and you will play many parts in different imaginary situations. 
You will have the opportunity to create your own work as well as 
performing plays written by established dramatists. This course will also profit all English study. 
 
You will be introduced to a wide range of drama texts and other styles of dramatic presentation, 
investigating the ways in which playwrights/performers achieve their effects and communicate their 
intentions to an audience. The practical coursework will assess your ability to recognise and evaluate a 
variety of dramatic forms. This will also improve your confidence and communication skills which are highly 
valued by universities and in the job market today. 
 
You will participate in theatre visits and have the option of appearing in school extra-curricular productions 
and you will become accustomed to writing critically about a play in performance. 
 
What other skills might I develop? 
 
As well as acquiring the skills involved in creating and performing Drama, you will also develop crucial skills 
in terms of working with others, problem solving and communication. You will find that Drama will help you 
feel more self-confident and prepare you to deal with a range of different situations and people. 
 
What could I do next with GCSE Drama? 
 
There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in Drama. You could go on to take an AS or A-level 
in Drama and Theatre Studies at BRGS or use it as a platform for any further study in English. 
 
You may wish to take a GCSE in Drama for its own sake, perhaps to form the basis of a future interest or as 
part of a range of other subjects. It will also benefit GCSE English Language and English Literature 
enormously. You might wish to go into a job where it is useful to have had experience of Drama or where 
you will need to use some of the skills developed during this course. These might include careers in such 
fields as journalism, media, education/teaching, law, politics, retail, PR, travel and tourism, sales and 
marketing or any career that involves meeting people face to face as well as jobs within the proliferating 
acting industry, but the study of Drama can help you develop transferable skills which you can take into any 
career or job.  
 

                

 
 
 
 Please speak to Mr Neve if you have any questions.  

Written Examination   40%  (1 hr 30mins) 

Section A: Study of Performance Work 
Section B: Set Play 

Practical Controlled Assessment    60% 

Students will undertake the following practical options 
over 2 years: 
1) Acting (scripted extracts) 
2) Devising (scripted and original work) 
3) Improvisation (original work) 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=elijah+wood+in+theatre+play&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=jkI1X_ROzwKBUM&tbnid=s94Tvo9tZb5LsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flicks.co.nz/blog/news/elijah-wood-starring-maniac-banned-in-nz/&ei=tQ59UsmBCuHF7AamkoHgCQ&psig=AFQjCNEeN136PlhpiVMs6juBC6aYM5ytgg&ust=1384013788556061
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=elijah+wood+in+theatre+play&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=jkI1X_ROzwKBUM&tbnid=s94Tvo9tZb5LsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flicks.co.nz/blog/news/elijah-wood-starring-maniac-banned-in-nz/&ei=tQ59UsmBCuHF7AamkoHgCQ&psig=AFQjCNEeN136PlhpiVMs6juBC6aYM5ytgg&ust=1384013788556061
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MUSIC 
 

MUSIC AT GCSE IS: 

 Academically rigorous 

 Practical 

 Creative 

 Demanding 

 Enjoyable 

 
Music at GCSE allows students to become: 
 

 more confident individuals through performing music and working with others; 
 more informed performers through study of their instrument and pieces written for it; 
 more skilled composers through study of compositional techniques and styles; 
 understanding listeners through study of  range of different types of music and the backgrounds to 

them. 
 

Musicians are in Demand 
Studying music gives students many skills which are highly prized by employers and educationalists alike. 
You develop self-confidence through performing, technological and sound recording expertise, team skills 
through working with others to create performances, and a wide knowledge of musical styles and cultures. 
 
Musicians are Individuals  
In the GCSE course you will study a wide range of music, from classical to world music. The course is flexible 
enough to meet the needs and strengths of its students. 
 
Lesson Support 
If you decide to take GCSE Music, you will receive a FREE 20 minute lesson on an instrument of your choice.  
 
The Future 
The skills and knowledge you gain through studying GCSE Music will last a lifetime and it is a subject which 
provides breadth and enrichment in the GCSE curriculum. Taught in a vibrant department, it is a very 
enjoyable and challenging course. It will allow you to improve your current skills and gain a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of music and the arts. It will also provide excellent preparation for further 
musical study, especially if you plan to pursue A Level Music or courses in the Arts.   
 
Please speak to any member of the Music staff if you would like further details. 

  

Performing 
30% 

Composing 
30% 

Listening 
40% 

Perform two pieces; one Solo 
performance and one 
Ensemble performance. 

Both pieces are worth 15% of 
the final GCSE grade. 

 

Compose two pieces based on a two 
different Areas of Study. Both pieces 
are worth 15% of the final GCSE 
grade. 

Sample composition briefs include: 

 Compose a piece of dance music 
using music technology 

 Compose a Britpop-style song 
for a rock band 

 Compose a theme and variations 
for soloist and piano   

A 90 minute written paper  will take 
place in May of the examination 
year. This paper contains extracts 
and questions relating to Areas of 
Study 1, 2, 3 and 4: 

 Structure in Western Classical 
Music, 1600 – 1899 

 20
th

 Century Music 

 Popular Song in Context 

 World Music 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 

This is a full GCSE course following the new AQA specification. It is a very practical subject with a 
good mix of theory and practical lessons; covering areas such as nutrition, product development, 
food sustainability and food science. You will have the opportunity to be creative and to learn new 
technical cooking skills. 
 
Results in this subject have been outstanding! 
 
The new GCSE consists of two parts; 
(1) A two hour written paper worth 40% of the GCSE taken in the summer of year 11. The exam 
comprises of product design, to a theme set by the exam board, and a test of theory and practical 
knowledge gained throughout the academic year.  
 
(2) A Design and Make task completed in year 11 worth 60% of the GCSE. This work is heavily 
weighted in favour of practical work with a minimum of 25 hours of making activities. You will 
choose a project from one of the following areas; Children’s Foods, Vegetarian, Fair trade, 
Multicultural, Farmers Markets and Products, Airline Meals. 
 
All lessons in Food Technology are taught in a relaxed yet highly organised environment with 
students’ individual talents being nurtured and developed. It is an excellent grounding for AS and 
A2 Food Technology also offered at BRGS. 
 

                                   
  Food Technology can open the door to numerous careers including; 
 
Dietician     Teaching    Nursery Nurse  
Fitness Instructor    Chef     Advertising  
Food Product Development   Marketing    Social Work  
Health and Social Care   Food Photography  Sports Sciences Hotel and 
Catering Management         Animal Nutritionist               Retail Manager 
Department of Health                         Food Writer                             Purchasing  
 
Knowledge of food and the ability to cook are also important ‘life skills’, particularly in today’s 
society where a poor understanding of diet and lack of cookery skills are constantly linked to many 
lifestyle related medical conditions.   
 
Current Year 11 students have said the following about Food Technology: 
“I picked Food Technology because the grades are really good and the practical lessons are different from every other 
lesson. The theory is really interesting and you learn lots of new stuff. I’m looking to study it at ‘A’ level too”  
Lucie Entwistle  11N 
 
“I didn’t realise there was so much to learn about food. It’s really interesting and great to develop your cooking skills.”    
Arslan Ahmed 11N 
 
“It’s different to other lessons. It’s fun, you can be creative, you learn a lot and it gives you skills and knowledge that 
you can use for the rest of your life.” Amy Tebbey, 11G 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY -  Product Design 
 
This is a full GCSE course which follows the AQA specification.   This new course was established in 
September 2014 and the Design and Technology department at BRGS wish to build on the current 
popularity of this course. Product Design encourages students to design and make products with creativity 
and originality, using a range of materials and processes and combines hand art and craft skills with CAD 
and CAM. 
  
A great way of exploring this subject is to simply search Product Design in Google Images.  The resultant 
photos and drawings demonstrate a range of modern product design outcomes at GCSE and higher. 
There is real challenge in designing new and better products for our society’s future, designing with new 
and Smart Materials, and designing for a more sustainable future.  This GCSE course is part of this process 
and it demands the use of the modern technologies of design and making. 
  
Product Design as a subject is a key member of the STEM family (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths).  The promotion of STEM subjects still remains a major agenda item for the Government and 
industry alike. 
 
“66% of employers report difficulties recruiting STEM skilled staff, with particular concern at graduate and post-graduate level” 
“STEM graduates can expect to receive amongst the highest salaries of all new recruits” 

CBI Education and Skills survey 

Is Product Design the right subject for you? 
Ask yourself – do you enjoy: 
-thinking creatively?  

-being creative & using your artistic 
skills?   
-problem solving? 
-developing practical solutions? 
-making models?  
-using CAD?  
-working with tools and equipment? 
-testing your ideas? 
 

 
 

What will I learn? 
GCSE Product Design covers a wide range of activities based on designing and making products that you will 
make using modelling materials such as foam, wood, plastics using both hand crafting skills and CAD CAM 
process such as the laser cutter and 3d printer.    Your products will use a range of materials to maximise 
the ergonomic and aesthetic effect.   Over the course of 2 years you will develop a whole range of creative 
designing and making skills, technical knowledge and understanding relating to Product Design.  Students 
will also develop transferable skills such as problem solving and time management.  
 
This GCSE is assessed through a combination of a terminal exam (40%) and controlled assessment (60%) 
which combines a design portfolio and a realistic 3D product which are produced by the student. 
 
GCSE Product Design allows students to enter an application into the Arkwright Scholarship.  This 
scholarship provides exceptional engineering opportunities, support and funding for scholars during their 
two years of A levels and will assist them in their pursuit of Engineering and Product Design degrees. 

For further details visit:  
www..arkwright.org.uk    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have ticked any of the boxes, then this 

GCSE Product Design could be an ideal 

subject for you. 

http://www.arkwright.org.uk/
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - GCSE. 

     PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

 
 

                                40% THEORY                                    60% PRACTICAL 
 

4 EXTRA PERIODS OF PE A FORTNIGHT TO GO WITH YOUR ONE CORE PE LESSON. 
 

2 OF THESE EXTRA PERIODS WILL BE PRACTICAL. 
 

The course consists of both practical and theory elements. You will gain marks for your 
ability at 4 sports from at least two activity areas. 

 
The practical work is continuously assessed.  Activities must be chosen from at least two 
different activity areas. These include:   
 
Invasion Games, Striking Games, Net/Wall Games, Gymnastic Activities, Martial Arts, 
Dance Activities, Athletic Activities, Outdoor and Adventurous Activities and 
Swimming Activities. 
 
In school, football, hockey, netball, badminton, basketball, rounders, aerobics, cricket, 
trampolining, circuit training, swimming and athletics take place. 
 
Students can also be assessed in sports outside of school that they cover at clubs. For example 
skiing, gymnastics, golf and horse riding. (There are many others – see PE staff). 
 
The theory side of the course covers wide ranging topics such as physiology, media and sport, 
drugs in sport, and healthy active lifestyle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
60% Practical continually assessed throughout the course.  
In Yr 11 this will involve 2 controlled assessments. 
2 exams of 20% each in the May of year 11. 
 
Some former GCSE/ A level students have gone on to study a variety of topics at 
University. These include: physiotherapy, medicine, psychology, sports management, 
sports science, mathematics, industrial biology, outdoor education and radiography.  
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Year 10 GCSE Choices:  2015 – 2017 
 

On this page you will select the subjects that you would like to take at GCSE level. 

 Please show your order of preference for subjects by writing 1/2/3 next to them 

 If you are undecided between subjects, write =1 or =2 

 Please do not just tick subjects 

 Return this slip to your form tutor by 30TH January 2015 
 

My GCSE Option Choices: 

 
NAME: …………………………………………………………………….. Form: …………………… 
 

 
 

 
 

 
N.B.  Please note that all courses are offered subject to the set size being viable. 

 
What are your career ideas? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

OPTION 1:  

MFL 
(Modern Foreign Languages) 
Remember that you can only 
choose a language that you 
have already been studying. 

Ranked Choice 
1 or 2 or 3 
=1 or =2 for 
subjects 
where you have 
no 
preference 

French  

German  

Spanish  

OPTION 2:  

HUMANITIES Ranked Choice 
1 or 2 
=1 or =2 for 
subjects 
where you have 
no 
preference 

Geography  

History  

OPTION 3:  

FREE CHOICE 1 
 

Ranked Choice 
1 or 2 or 3 
=1 or =2 for subjects 
where you have no 
preference 

Art  

Computing   

Drama   

Geography  

Music   

Technology: Food  

Technology: Product 
Design 

 

OPTION 4:  

FREE CHOICE 2 
Note that PE is the GCSE 
examination subject, not core 
PE which all students 
follow. 

Ranked Choice 
1 or 2 or 3 
=1 or =2 for subjects 
where you have no 
preference 

Art  

Computing   

Drama   

Geography  

German  

History  

Music  

PE  

 

Parent’s Signature: …………………………………………. Date: ……………….. 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE FORM TUTOR AFTER THE PARENTS’ EVENING (22nd January) AND BEFORE 

3.10pm FRIDAY 30th January 2015 


